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HOUSE OF REPRES ENTAT IVES. .

l No. 87.

N.A.V.A.L FORCE OF TIIE UNITED STATE S-WHE RE SHIPS
ARE NOW STATIO NED, ETC.
F&BRUARY

21, 1861.-0rd ered to be printed, and recommitted to the select committee.

Mr. DAwES, from the select committee, made the following

REPO RT.
The select committee, to whom was referred the message of the President
of the United States of date January 8, 1861, with special instructions,
in pa1·tial discharge of the duties imposed upon them, furthe1' report:

That they were instructed, among other things, to inquire " where
the ships of the United States are now stationed, in what command,
and under what orders?" The result of this inquiry, together with
such observations as the peculiar circumstances under which it is
institute d suggest, they now respectfully submit for the consideration
of the House.
The entire naval force of the country in commission and under
orders on the 16th of
1861, together with the name of the
commander of each vessel and the
to which each had been
before that date assigned, appears by evidence furnished the committee from the Na.vy Department to consist of the following vessels:
List of the veSBeliJ of the United States navy in commission on the 16th
of Janua1·y, 1861.
East India squadron, cruising Mihe East, India station.

Hartford, steam sloop, Captain Charles Lowndes.
John Adams, sloop, Commander J. 1\f. Berrien.
Dacota.h, steam sloop, Commander William Radford.
Saginaw, steamer, Commander .J. F. Schenck.
Vandalia, sloop-of-war, CommanderS. P. Lee; on the way to thestation.
Brazil squadron,

on the station.

Congress, frigate, Captain L. :i\L Goldsborough.
Seminole, steam sloop, Commander E. R. Thomson.
Pulaski, steamer, Lieut. Comg. W. H. Macomb .
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Pacific squadron.

Lancaster, steam sloop, Captain John Rudd; at Panama, 3d Jan'y.
"
"
Saranac, steamer, Captain Robert Ritchie,
"
Wyoming, steam sloop, Commander J. K . Mitchell, "
"
<<
Cyane, sloop-of-war, CommanderS. B. Bissell,
"
St. Mary's, sloop-of-war, Commander W. D. Porter, "
Narraganset, steam sloop, Commander T. A. Hunt; on the Sooth
American coast.
Levant, sloop-of-war, Commander Wm. E. Hunt; at Hilo, 3d Sept.
.Jfedilerranean squad1·on, cruising on the station.

Richmond, steam sloop, Captain D. W. Ingraham.
Susquehanna, steam sloop, Captain George W. Hollins.
Iroquois, steam sloop, Commander J. S. Palmer.
.African squadron, cruising on the coast of Africa.

Constellation, sloop-of-war, Captain J. S. Nicholas.
Portsmouth, sloop-of-war, Commander John Colhoun.
San Jacinto, steam sloop, Captain T. A. Dornin.
Mystic, steamer, Lieut. Comg. William E. LeRoy.
Sumter, steamer, Lieut. Comg. J. F. Armstrong.
Mohican, steam sloop, CommanderS. \V. Godon.
Saratoga, sloop-of-war, Commander Alfred Taylor.
Hvme squadron.

Cumberland, sloop-of-war, Captain J. :1\Iarston; at Vera Cruz.
Powhatan, steam sloop, CaptainS. Mercer; at Vera Cruz.
Pocahontas, steam sloop, CommanderS. F. Hazard; at Vera Cruz.
Pawnee, steam sloop, Commander S. C. Rowan ; at Philadelphia.
Brooklyn, steam sloop, Captain W. S. Walker; at Hampton Roads.
Sabine, frigate, Captain H. A. Adams; under orders to Pensacola.
St. Louis, sloop-of-war, Commander Uharles H. Poor; under orders
to Pensacola.
Macedonian, sloop-of-war, Captain James Glynn; on the way to
Pensacola.
Mohawk, steamer, Lieut. Comg. T. A.M. Craven; supposed to be
on her station, the coast of Cuba.
Crusader, steamer, Lieut. Com g. J . N. l'rfaffitt; !!opposed to be on
her station, the coast of Cuba.
Wyandotte, steamer, Lieut. Comg. 0. H. Berryman; supposed to
be on her station, the coast of Cuba.
Falmouth, sloop-of-war, Lieut. Comg. Ohas. Thomas; stationed at
Aspinwall.
Warren, Lieut. Comg. J . J. Boyle; stationed at Panama.
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Fredonia, Lieut. Comg. J . M. Wats?n; stationed at Valparaiso.
Supply, Commander H. Walke; satled from Pensacola January
'
12, for Vera Cruz.
Lieut. Comg. J . M. Frailey; returning from Mediterranean.
Relief, Commander John De Camp; at New York.
Special service.

Niagara, screw frigate: Captain Wm. W. McKean· special service
'
to J apan.
Receiving ships.

Ohio,

Commander Wm. Smith; Boston.
Carohna, shtp-of-the-line, Commander J. H. Ward; New

Princeton, steamer, Commander H. K. Hoff; Philadelphia.
W. W. Hunter; Baltimore.
1lleghany,
1 ennsylva01a, shtp·of-the-hne, Commander A. Sinclair; Norfolk .
Independence, razee; Mare Island, California..
in the ports of the United States, dismantled and
There
unfit for 1mmed1ate service, the following vessels belonging to the
navy:
N. B.

.At

Santee, frigate, 50 guns.
Dale, sloop, 16 guns.
Marion, sloop, 16 guns.
.At Boslotl.

steam frigate, 40 guns.
steam frigate, 40 guns.
MISSISStppl, steamer, 11 guns.
V:rmont, ship-of:..the-line, 84 guns.
Vmcennes, sloop, 20 guns.
Preble, sloop, 16 guns.
Bainbridge, brig, 6 guns.
.At New York.

Wabash, steam frigate, 40 guns.
Roanoke, steam frigate, 40 guns.
Potomac, frigate, 50 guns.
Brandywine, frigate, 50 guns.
l:!avannah, sloop, 24 guns.
Perry, brig, 6 guns.
.At Philadelphia.

Pawnee, sloop-of-,var, 6 guns.
·water Witch, steamer, 3 guns.
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St. Lawrence, frigate, 50 guns.
Jamestown, sloop, 22 guns.
At Washington.

Pensacola, steam sloop.
At Norfolk.

Merrimack, steam frigate, 40 guns.
Plymouth, sloop, 22 guns.
Germantown, sloop, 22 guns.
Raritan, frigate, 50 guns.
Columbia, frigate, 50 guns.
United States, frigate, 50 guns.
At Annapolis.

Constitution, frigate, 50 guns.
The number of ships thus ly.ing i_u port, diRmantled .and unfit :or
service, is twenty-eight, mountmg, m the aggregate) et_ghJ
and seventy-four auns. None of them could be repane an pu
under sail short of' several weeks' time, and many of them
require for that purp?se at least six months. No orders have een
issued to put 1n readmess any of them.
.
.
:\ccording to the statement furnished the committee, the
risPs the whole naval force of the country!
whiCh ts t.n
and in actual service and that whtch hes m port, and lS
from any cause unavailable in any sudden emergency..
From this statement it will appear that _the entne naval. force
for the defence of
whole
coast, at the time of
the appointment of this commtttee, conststed of
steamer Brooklyn[
25 uns, and the storeship Relief, 2 guns, wh1le the forn;ter was o
too ggreat draught to permit her to enter Charleston harbor wtth safety f
except at spring tides, and the latter was under ollders to the coast o
Africa, with stores for the African squadron. Thus
whole Atlantic seaboard has been, to all intents and purposes, _wtthout
during all the period of civil commotion and lawless VIolence to wh.tch
the President has called our attention as "of such vast and alarmmg
ro ortions'' as to be beyond his power to
or
,
p
further appears that of the vessels wh1Ch mtght have been
o.vnilable fer protection or defence in case of any sudden emerl?incy
arisin at 110me, now at stations in distant seas or on the way
1er,
th 13th
October last the Richmond left our coast to JOlll the
squadron; the Vandalia left on the 2!st of Decemb;r
to join the East lndia squadron; and about
_same ttme the Saratooa
to join the African squadron ; and others. to JOlD the
then in the harbor of Vera Cruz supportmg one of the revoluttOnu.ry
governments of Mexico.
.
.
a· .
The committee cannot omit to call attentiOn to thlB extraor mary

r¥
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the entire naval force of the country, and especially in
connext?n
the present no less
and critical juncture
pubhc affairs. They cannot call to mmd a·1y period in the past
hu;tory of the country of such profound peace and internal repose as
would justify so entire an abandonment of the coast of the country to
chances of fortune. Certainly since the nation possessed a navy
1t has never sent its entire available force into distant seas and exP?sed the immense interests at home, of which it is the special guardtan, to the dangers from which, even in times of the utmost quiet,
prudence and forecast do always shelter them.
But the committee cannot shut their eyes to the fact that this remarkable state of things has occurred at a. period in our history without a parallel for internal commotion, lawless violence, and total disregard of the authority of the Constitution and laws, and of the riahts
public and private, a state of things which the President
htmsetf, m the message referred to this committee, denominated a
rev?lution .of "such vast and alarming proportions as to place the
subJect entuely above and beyond Executive control." Durin"' this
period. combinations have been tormed fc>r the avowed purpose otoverthe governt?ent itself, and have carried forward that purpose m overt acts of v10lence never before known in the country. The
of
government have been
in arsenals, and other places
of depostt, by
mobs and placed 10 the hands of those in open
rebellion. :Fortifications have been taken possession of; navy yards
plundered and magazines robbed. The guns of the United States
upon the battlements of the national defence have been turned upon
unarmed vessels of the government, and the flag of the country fired
by insolent rebels. The revenue service has been betrayed, and
vessels
surrendered to those who defied the authority
of the Umted States by men holding commissions under the very
government they were betraying. The public moneys in the national
mints ha¥e been seized, and naval stores plundered. The commerce
of the country, and the lives of its citizens have been put in peril by
the wanton and lawless destruction of buoys erected to warn the
mariner of sunken rocks ; and the lights on the coast have been put
out that the darkness and the temptest might be invoked in aid of the
schemes of those resisting the law. Unarmed and unoffendinO'
merchant vessels riding peacefully at anchor in the harbors of
_an_d beneath its o'."n flag, have been seized by insurgent forces
10
for obstructions thrown in the way of their revolutionary
destgns. The law has been defied, the Constitution thrust aside and
the government itself assaulted.
'
Nor _has
state of lawless violence and total disregard of public
and pnvate nghts been a sudden outburst of passion or discontent at
new and unexpected measure of governmental policy to which
r:s1stance. had never been threatened and could not have been
Vlded agamst. But it is in fulfilment of schemes long entertained
threatened in certain quarters of the Union. Indeed,
1t 1s _reststance the law and the Constitution consequent upon the
elechon of a particular person to the office of Chief .Maaistrate of the
nation. Of all this, those charged with the
of the laws
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and the preservation of the public peace bad ample notice. It was
for many months apparent to all but the blind that the whole current
of events was turned in the direction which was to bring to the test
the sincerity of the threats thus uttered. A chief magistrate of one
of the States had, more than two years before, publicly confessed a
design on his part, if the like contingency had happened at the
general election four years ago, to have made the attempt to overthrow the government by seizing tl1e public arms at Harper's Ferry
and marching upon the capital itself.
the legislature ?f S.outh
Carolina assembled in November last to d1scharge the constltutwnal
obligation of making choice of electors of President and Vice-President the governor of the State, by special message, recommended
that 'measures should be taken to overthrow that Constitution if the
choice of the majority did not coincide with her own. In fulfilment
of these open threats, overt acts of resistance to the government by
bands of lawless men followed the announcement that the people,
according to the requirements of the Constitution, had made sele.ction
of a Chief Magistrate for the ensuing four years not the chotce of
those who had openly avowed resistance if their own preferences
should be disregarded by that majority. From that
to
present the public authority has been defied and the public nghts dtsregarded. Yet during all this time that most important arm of the
public defence, the entire navy, bas been beyond the reach of orders,
however great the emergency.
.
..
To the committee this disposition of the naval force at th1s cnt1cal
time seems most extraordinary. The permitting of vessels to depart
for distant seas after these unhappy difficulties had broken out at
home; the omission to put in repair and commission, ready for
a. single one of the twenty-eight ships dismantled and unfit for
in our own ports) and that, too, while $646,639 79 of the appropnations for repairs in the navy the present year remained unexpended,
were, in the opinion of the committee, grave errors in the administration of the Navy Department, the consequences of which have been
manifest in the many acts of lawless violence to which they have
called attention. The committee are of opinion that the Secretary
bad it in his power, with the present naval force of the country at his
command, and without materially impairing the efficiency of the service abroad, at any time after the settled purpose of overthrowing the
government bad become manifest, and before that purpose had developed itself in overt acts of violence, to station at anchor, within reach
of his own orders, a force equal to the protection of all the property
and all the rights of the government and the citizen, as well as the
flarr of the country from any outrage or insult, at any point on the
entire Atlantic seaboard. 'fbe failure to do this is without justification or excuse.

from a. "list of resignations" furnished by ibe department, and which
accompanies this report, that since the election twenty-nine officers
in the navy, citizens of the southern disaffected States, have tendered
their resignations to the Secretary, all of which have been forthwith,
and without inquiry, accepted by biro. The circumstances under
which these resignations have been received and accepted, and the
effect of that acceptance, deserve especial notice. That these officers
have sought to resign, and relieve themselves from the obligation to
the government, imposed by their commissions, because of disaffection
and a desire to join, and in many instances to lead, insurgent forces
that government, is notorious. One of them, Lieutenant J.
R. Hamilton, a citizen of South Carolina, forwarded his resignation
from on board the Wyoming at Panama, dated December 1, 1860. It
did not reach the department till the 15Lb of the same month ; and,
without inquiry into his conduct, his purpose in resigning, his loyalty)
or any circumstance connected with so unusual a proceeding at such
a time, his resignation was accepted the same day. He, immediately,
from Charleston, South Carolina, issued a letter addres!led to all the
officers in the navy from southern States, urging them to resign and
join a hostile force against the government, and that those of them in
command should bring with them their vessels into southern ports
and surrender them to the traitors already in arms, taking new commissions under their authority, and then turning their guns upon their
own flag.
Such conduct is nothing less than treason, and has no parallel
since the attempt of Benedict Arnold to deliver over important military posts to the enemies of his country. Had the Secretary declined
to accept the resignation thus tendered, this man would have been
subject to the trial and punishment of a court-martial, according to
the rules which govern the service, and would have met the fate of a
traitor. 'fhis extraordinary letter was published throughout the
United States. After its circulation in the public prints in Washington, V. M. Randolph, a captain in the navy, a citizen of Alabama,
who bad been excused from active service for two or three years
because of alleged ill health, on the lOth of January, 1861, forwarded
from Montgomery, Alabama, his resignation to the Secretary. Before
12 o'clock at noon of the 12th, and before his resignation had
reached Washington, and while he was still a captain in the navy,
be appeared at the gates of the Pensacola. navy yard, in Florida, at
head of an insurgent force, and demanded its surrender. The
yard, with whatever of force it had, and the United States stores and
other property, to a vast amount therein, was unconditionally surrendered to him; and he is now its commandant, occu.eying the quarters of the late commandant, and granting paroles of honor to such
of his prisoners of war as have desired to depart and not serve under
him. 'rhe despatch from the late commandant, then a. prisoner of
war, informing the Secretary of this ignominious surrender, was received at the department on the evening of the 13th of January; and
the resignation of Captain Randolph, who on the 12th was the leader
of the insurgents, did not reach the Secretary till the 14th, when,
without inquiry or delay, it was immediately accepted.

RESIGNATIONS IN THE NAVY.

The attention of the committee was also drawn to the resignations
which have taken place among the officers in the navy, caused by the
political troubles in which the country is now involved, and the course
pursued by the Navy Department in reference thereto. It will appear,
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E. Farrand, commander in the navy, and also a citizen of Alabama,
was the second in command at the Pensacola navy yard, the executive
officer of the yard. When the attack was made upon the yard, Farrand met the assailants at the gates by previous understanding, admitted them to the yard, and conducted their leader to the commanding officer; participated in the formal capitulation, and immediately
engaged in service under the new commandant of the yard. This was
done while he still held in his possession hiR commission as a commander in the navy. On the 13th or 15th of January, (the department does not know which,) Farrand forwarded his resignation to the
Secretary, but it did not reach him till the 21st of the same month,
seven days after official notice of the surrender had been received at
the department. Yet this resignation was immediately, and without
inquiry, accepted.
F. B. Renshaw, a lieutenant in the navy, and a citizen of Florida,
was the firRt lieutenant of the yard, and actively engaged in securing
its surrender. It was by his order that the flag was hauled down
amid the jeers and shouts of a drunken rabble. He immediately enrolled himself under the leader of the insurgents and present commandant of the yard; and from the day of its surrender bas continued under him to discharge the duty of first lieutenant, as before,
under the United States. Yet he continued to hold his commission
a,j a lieutenant in the navy till the 16th of January, and his resignation did not reach the Secretary until the 22d, when, like the others,
it was, without inquiry or delay, accepted.
The conduct of these officers plainly comes within the constitutional
definition of treason against the United States, viz: "levying war
against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and
comfort." And so long as their resignations were unaccepted by the
Secretary, they could be tried and punished by a court-martial as
traitors. From this they have been relieved by the Secretary himself.
To have done this with a knowledge of their acts, would have been to
have involved himself in their crime; would have been to have committed treason himself. To have done it without inquiry, and without
reason to know that they have committed no offence, shows a want of
that solicitude for the honor and efficiency of the service which is indispensable to its just administration. Yet the resignations of Farrand and Renshaw, and also those of the other officers resigning at
the Pensacola navy yard, were all received and accepted after the Secretary had already been officially informed that they had surrendered
to a lawless band of insurgents; and he had detached them to await
orders, having "neither approved nor disapproved of their conduct,
and not proposing to do so without full information touching thPir
conduut in the surrender of the yard." Why, after having been thus
warned, and having taken his position, the Secretary did not wait for
this "information," the committee cannot understand.
Several other resignations of officers who do not appear to have engaged in actual war against the United States before tendering the
same, were nevertheless accepted by the Secretary with an unnecessary
haste which neither the purpose of the resignations nor the times
would justify or excuse. Some of them were even accepted by tele-

graph, when it was perfectly apparent that the object of resignin<>'
was to relieve themselves as early as possible from embarrassment
and the obligation of the oath of office, as well as summary trial and
punishment by a court-martial, previous to joining insurgent forces
a.gainst the constituted authorities of their country. These resignatiOns, thus accepted, have been followed by immediate engagement in
a service hostile to the government.
One man, holding the office of civil engineer in the Pensacola navy
yard at the time of its surrender, forwarded his resignation on that
day to the Secretary enclosed in a letter to Senator l\lallory, in which
he expressly states the reason of his resignation to be because he is
prevented from acting against the government by the obligations of
his commission. The letter of resignation, and the one enclosing it,
stating this reason, were both laid before the Secretary on the 24th of
January; yet the Secretary not only accepted the resignation at once,
and thus relieved him from the obligation imposed on him by his
commission not to act against the government, but caused the acceptance to take effect "from the 12th of January, the day of the surrender of the yard," twelve days anterior to the time of its date. The
reason given for thus making this acceptance retroactive in its effect
viz: to stop his pay from that time, did not appear, under the extra:
by which it was surrounded, at all satisfactory
ordinary
to the committee.
The resignation of the officer in charge of the marine hos1)ital at
Pensacola was accepted by telegraph, and he was thereby enabled to
take upon himself the same position under the insurgent force without
any interruption. And that' of Lieutenant R. T. Chapman, dated on
board the Brooklyn, when about to sail under orders, was likewise
accepted by telegraph, and he was thus relieved of any inconvenience
he would otherwise have experienced in being carried to sea against
his wishes.
The course pursued by the Secretary, in thus accepting these rooignations, appears, under the circumstances, to be most extraordinary.
No custom of the department, in ordinary times, could justify it. No
want of confidence in the loyalty of these officers can excuse it ; for if
their previous conduct had justified any such suspicion, it also
demanded investigation beforehand, which would, as to some of them,
have disclosed to the Secretary their complicity in treason, calling for
court-martial rather than honorable discharge. A prudent regard for
the public safety would, no doubt, have justified, if not imperiously
demanded, that some of these officers should have been early removed
from delicate and responsible positions of trust by the substitution of
others more reliable. But these very considerations appear to the
committee to have forbidden the furnishing any such facilities for engaging in hostilities against the government, as the relief from the
summary trial and punishment of a court-martial secured by an acceptance of their resignations.
The course pursued by the Secretary has resulted in furnishing those
engaged in an attempt to overthrow the government with the skill,
experience, and discipline, which education at the expense of the
government, and a long service in the navy, have conferred upon

u_
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our own officers. The committee cannot understan d how this course
is consistent with a proper discharge of the duties of his office by the
Secretary in this critical juncture of affairs. It appears to them to
have been attended with consequences the most serious to the service
and the country. They can find no excuse or justification in the
claim set up in behalf of the Secretary, that these resignations have
been accepted in ignorance of any. miscon.duct; for no resignatio n
should, n.t auy time, he accepted untll there ts reason to know, at least,
that the officer tendering it had been guilty of no unofficerlike conduct deserving a court-martial.
But the circumstances connected with these resignations, the apparent purpose for which they were made, and the hostile attitude which
the manner of their tender clearly disclosed, called upon the Secretary
to refrain from that haste in their acceptance which permitted of
neither delay nor inquiry. The committee cannot approve, but are
compelled to condemn such a failure in the discharge of public duty,
and they therefore recommend the adoption of the accompanying
resolution :
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy, in accepting, without
delay or inquiry, the resignations of officers of the navy, who were in
arms against the government when tendering the same, and of those
who sought to resign that they might be relieved from the restraint
imposed by their commissions upon engaging in hostility to the constituted authorities of the nation, has committed a grave error, highly
prejudicial to the discipline of the service, and injurious to the honor
and efficiency of the navy1 for which he deserves the censure of this
Ilouse.

•
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MINORITY REPOR T.
Mr. Branch, a member of the select C()'fflmillee of five, to whom toas referred the President 's me8sage of January 8, with instruclions to
certain inquiries, not con,curring with the maJority of the committee in the report and resolution which they have in.st1·ucted Ml' .
Dawes, of Massachusetts, to pre8ent to the House, by leave submits !Lis
views as foUows :

The committee was raised on the 9th day of January with the following instructio ns:
'' 1. Whether any executive officer of the United States has been or
is now treating or holding communication with any person or persons
concerning the surrender of any forts, or fortresses, or public property
of the United States; and whether any demand for such surrender
has been made, when, and by whom, and what answer had been
given?
"2. Whether any officer of this govllrnment has at any time
entered into anv pledge, agreement, or understan ding with any person
or persons not to send re-enforcements to the forts of the United States
in the harbor of Charleston, and the particular s of such agreement,
pledge, or understan ding; when, where, and with whom it was made,
and on what consideration?
"3. What demand for re-enforcements of the said forts has been
made, and for what reason such re-enforcements have not been furnished?
"4. Where the ships of the United States are now stationed, with
what commands, and with what orders?
"5. Whether the custom-house, post office, arsenal, and other
public buildings of the United States at Charleston have been seized
and are held in possession by any person or persons, and the particulars of such seizure and possession ?
" 6. Whether any revenue cutter of tho United States has been
seized and is now held in possession by any person or persons, and the
particular s thereof; and whether any efforts have been made by the
head of the Treasury Departme nt to recapture or recover possession
of said vessel?''
In no one of these branches of inquiry can anything be found to
justify or demand a scrutiny into the conduct of naval officers, the
motives which induced them to
their commissions, or into the
propriety of the Secretary 's action in accepting the resignations.
.J:lowever much there might be found deserving reprobation, the committee was neither authorized nor required to take cognizance of the
subject.
'l 'he resignations of Captain V. M.Randol ph, Commander E. Farrand,
Lieutenan t F. B. Renshaw, and Civil Engineer S. T. Abert, all bore
date after the committee was appointed, and the circumstances attending
their acceptance by the Secretary could not be legitimate ly before the
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committee without new instructions from the House which have not
been given.
is
settled than that neither a standing
nor a select commtttee has a nght to report upon matters which have
not been refer.red to them by the House.
The. undersigned, however, does n?t think it proper to object to the
receptwn of tlie report and resolutwn, because In his opinion no
obstructions ought to be thrown in 'the way of any 'fair
scrutmy mto the conduct of public officers.

It is well known that, from the very nature of the service, only a
portion of even the serviceable ships can be kept in commission. In
the midst of a foreign war with a naval power some of the vessels of
the navy will always be in ordinary. There is nothing in the testimony to show that the number in ordinary at the present time is
unusually large. If, however, it is unusually large, both the testimony and the records of the House furnish a. sufficient reason for it.
It is stated in the following extract from the paper already alluded to,
dated 24th January:
" 2d. All the vessels above named, except the Pawnee nnd the
Constitution, are dismantled. Vessels of war are nearly always disimmediately after their arrival in port at the termination of
a crutse. It is also customary to commence repairing them as soon as
possi?le after their return, if the appropriations and other work will
permtt. The appropriations were reduced a million of dollars below
the estimate of the department; and of the whole sum appropriated
($1,523,000) for repairs, &c, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1861,
there remained on the 1st January, the close of the first half of the
fiscal year, the sum of $646,639 79 for the remaining half."
·
The Secretary stated to the committee that he deemed it his duty to
conform to the action of Congress; and
in addition, havioa
already expended more than half the appropriation in half the yea:':
he did not think it just to his successor that he should continue expenditures until the 4th of March on the same scale, much less to
increase them.
A large majority of the members of this House voted at the last
session to reduce the appropriation, aud of course those who thus
voted will not unite with the committee in censuring the Secretary
for the inevitable consequence of their own act.
Another equally satisfactory reason for not placing more ships in
commission is found in the letter of 21th January, as follows: "The
other vessels mentioned in the list have not been put in condition
for immediate service within the last month, because the number of
in commission is governed by the numerical strength of the
officers and seamen of the navy." And again, in a communication
from the Navy Department, dated February 4, 1861:
fc In reply to the secoud inquiry, there arc enough captains, commanders, surgeons, chaplains. Of the other grades there are not, nor
is there a. sufficient number of seamen."
It will be remembered that the number of both officers and seamen
to be employed is limited by law, and the Secretary of the Navy cannot exceed that limit.
The Secretary deserves no censure, but ehoulJ receive the highest
commendation ior inflexibly obeying the law in the administration of
his department. Every attempt at retrenchment and economy is defeated because heads ot departments will not themselves conform to
the law and compel their subordinates to do the same. The facility
with which Congress supplies deficiencies created by disregarding the
has encouraged such practices, and it would be mournful, indeed,
If, in the first well authenticated case in which a head of department
has faithfully and sternly conformed hill expenditures to so radical a

I.-DISPOSITION OF THE

OF THE NAVY.

examination of the table accompanying the report marked
"hst of the vessels of the United l:)tates navy in
on the
of January, 1861," will disclose the fact that so far from there
bemg any ground to believe that the ships of the navy have been
purposely plllcecl out of reach, the foreian squadrons are unusually
weak in propl)rtion to the whole force of the navy, and the home
squadron unprecedentedly strong.
In
annual report of Decf1mber 3, 1857, the Secretary of the
Navy satd:
home
under the command of its flag officer, Hiram
Pauldmg, has consisted of the steam frigates \Vabash and Roanoke,
the sloops-of-war Saratoga
Cyane, and the war steamers Susquehanna.
Ful.ton. The
state of affairs in New Granada
and portwns of Central Amenca. required th.e increase of this squadron,
and the almost constant presence of a considerable force in the neiah0
borhood, both in the Atlantic and the Pacific."
. From which it will be seen that at that time six ships were constdered
large a force for the home squadron as to call for an
explanatiOn to Congress.
The ho!De
on the 16th of January, 1861, consisted of
eleven shtps, ot whtch seven were
Of the eleven, eight
on th.e c?ast, or under. orders for the coast, and have since arnved .. It ts dtffi.cult to percetve from
portion of the testimony the
committee have reached the concluswn that the only ships available
for the defence of the coasts are the Brooklyn and one other. It is
true they were, on the 16th o!anuary, the only vessels in our harbors,
but the House
be 10forroed that vessels in commission are
not.
to lte
1!1 the
but are required to cruise on
theu stations, commg
occasiOnally for supplies and for orders.
The home squadron, as 1ts name imports, is mainly intended to guard
and protect our own coasts, and, on comparatively short notice it
could
concentrated for service at a given point.
'
It will be seen from the abstract of orders issued from the Navy
Depart.ment, fu.rnished to the committee, and dated 24th January, that
not a smgle shtp has been ordered to any foreirrn station since the
date of
Presidential election. Every order
that date has
been to mcrease the force at home.
The second .ground on which the committee condemn the action of
the
IS
a
number of ships are dismantled and not
ready for Immediate serVlce.
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reduction of his estimates, the officer should receive
a vote of censure
instead of a voto of thank s.
The navy seems to have been adequate for all the
demands made
upon it by the wise an.d
policy of the
It'
the Presi dent who Will go mto office on the 4th of
Marc
h
desire
s
to
en•raae in civil war, he will have an ample nava l force
with which to
be;i; , even so early as the 5th of March, and there
will
probably be
abun dant time for increasing it before the war close
s.

Captain Randol ph's resignation was dated at Montgome
ry, Alabama,
on the lOth of Janu ary, was received at the depa rtmen
t
on
the 14th,
and accepted on the 14th. The Pensacola nayy
was surrendered on the 12th, and Captain Arms trong
sent the
following
despatch, which was received by the Secretary
of the Navy on the 13th at 8 o'clock p. m. :
"To Ron. IsAAO ToucEY,
" Secretary of the Navy :
" Commissioners appointed by the governor of
Flori da, with .a
regim ent of armed men at the gate,
the
navy yard, havin g previously takE-n possessiOn of surre nder. of this
the
.I
surrendered the place and struck my flag at half-past
one
o
clock
this
day. The storeship Supply sailed for Vera Cruz
the moment the
yard flag was lowered.
"JAM ES ARMSTRONG,
n Capt. D. S. Navy , late Commandan
t of the Navy Yard ."
The testimony shows that this was the only informatio
n received by
the depa rtmen t previous to the 24th.
It is evident, from this state ment of facts and dates
,
at the
time Captain Rand olph' s resignation was accep
.ted, and for .at
ten days thereafter, the
was to
1gnorant of
parti cipation in the Pensacola
Even 1f we
at hbert y t.o
infer that the Secretary had seen hts name connected
w1th the expedition in the newspapers earlier than the 24th, we
supp?iie
it had been seen before the 14th, the day on wh1Ch
t?e
res1gnatlon
was accepted, for it would be impossible. for even
newspaper
reports to reach this city from Pensacola m so short
a
t1me.
Lieut enan t Farra nd, who was first
and
o.ffi.cer
of the navy yard, resigned on the 13th ot Janu ary,
and h1s res1gna·
tion was accepted on the 21st.
Lieut enan t Renshaw resigned on the 16th, and it
was accepted on
the 22d.
The testimony discloses nothi ng in which the Recre
tary could have
refused to accept these
if .all the
taken ?efore
the committee had been 1n his possessiOn at the time
he
• but,
by a comparison of dates, it will be seen that
were
and
in due course of business acted on, before hethey
had any mtelh genc e
from Pensacola
the telegraphic despatch already set forth.
The undersigned would hold the
who should acce.Pt the
resignation of an officer who, before res1gnmg, had
any conduct unbecoming an officer, amenable to.the been gmlt y of
An acceptance of a resignation is an honorable disc?
arge t:om
which should only be given to him who has acqm
tted
lnmselt with
fidelity and hono r; but one wh.o has thus acquitt?d
himself is entitl ed
to be discharged witho ut question as to what he mten
ds to do thereafter.
•
t ·t
The base man would hold his commission and seek
an oppor um Y
to betray his government, so that the fruits of his
treaso
chase for him favor and reward. Such was the condu n migh t purct of Arno ld.

II.-RE SIGNA TION S OF OFFICERS.

A list of all the officers of the navy who have resig
11th November and the 24th Janu ary was furnished ned between the
to the committee,
and the chief clerk of the Navy Depa rtmen t was fully
the circumstances atten ding each resignation. The examined as to
whole number
was 56 including 11 from the Nava l Academy.
It is 'known that in many if not most of these cases
resigning have not only given up an honorable profe the officers in
alone they were fitted by education and habit s, but havession, for which
reduced them selves and families to penury. Some powerful
motiv
e must have
actuated them. If it was selfish, let any one point
vantage they could promise themselves personally- out a. possible ad. It could not be
that they aimed to recommend themselves to the favor
and patro nage
of the southern confederacy, for that government
does
not possess a
ship, and cannot for a long time provide itself with
a
navy
. Whe n
it has done so, it cannot be expected that the office
rs will be in any
bette r situation with reference to their personal
interests than they
would have been if they bad remained in the navy
of the Unite d
States.
It is evident that in resigning they have been actua
ted by a high
sense of duty to the States of which they were respe
ctivel
y citizens,
and that in tQ.e time and manner of tenderiug their
resig
natio
ns they
have consulted a nice sense of honor. In a few instan
ces they have
enga.ged in the milit ary service of their States, but
not until they had
resigned their commissions in the navy of the Unite
instance does it appear that one of them has betra d States. In no
yed the trust reposed in him by this government, or engaged in any
until he had discharged himself of all the responsibil hostile service,
ities imposed by
his commission. The testimony taken before the
comm
and limited as it is on this point, is confidently appea ittee, parti al
led to for the
correctness of this statement.
The undersigned would gladl y pursue this subject,
grateful as it is
to him to vindicate again st the very harsh aspersions
cast upon them
by the committee, the characters of the honorable
have so long and so galla ntly borne the flag the body of men who
republic ; but it is
foreign to the inquiries the committee were of
instructed to make, and
will, for that reason, be dismissed, except in so far
as it is the basis
of the resolution reported. The censure of the Secre
based principally, if not entirely, on his acceptance tary seems to be
of the resignations
of Captain Randolph and the two lieutenants on duty
at the Pens acola navy yard at the time of its surrender.
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The pure man who, compelled to select between two claims to his
allegiance, chooses that which promises least personal advantag e,
scrupulously
all existing obligations, then voluntar ily and
openly renounces a cllerisbed commission from a sense of duty to his
native State, gives the highest proof of devotion to principle and
obedience to the dictates of honor. Such men cannot be regarded as
traitors, and to call them so is to arraign manly virtue in the name
of patriotism.
lt has been the proud boast of the America n navy that it has never
contained a traitor in its ranks. Will it be credited that it has suddenly become a hotbed from which has sprung such a bountiful crop '
of traitors? Such a supposition would discredit the whole body of
its officers; for it could only consist with the existence of some poisonous and traitorou s influence pervading all its ranks and corruptin g
all its members.
The chief clerk of the Navy Departm ent testified that there has
been nothing unusual in the cour&e recently pursued in regard to
resignations ; and that the uniform course, from time immemorial,
has been to act promptly on resignations, unless some special reason
existed for taking a case out of the routine of current business. The
orderly conduct of business necessitates prompt action on each case in
its turn, and in a.n illy organized departm ent, or in one in which the
force is insufficient, affairs will soon fall into inextrica ble confusion.
No consideration of convenience, nor the maintena nce of any mere
system of bnsiness, should be allowed to interfere with the substant ial
demands of justice and public interest. But in the absence of any
reason for deviatin g from the usual course (and the undersigned says
confidently that in the present case no such reason existed) the head
of an executive departm ent is not censurable for requirin g all its
business to be regularly and promptl y despatched.
The undersig ned can find in the testimony
to detract from
the high reputatio n always borne by the present ;:;ecretary for integrity and patriotis m, and therefore cannot concur with the committee in recommending the passage of a resolution of censure.
L. O'B. BRANC H.

NAVAL FORCE OF THE IDi'lTED STATES.
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NAVY DEP.ARTMENT, January 16, 1861.
SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 12th instant, enclosing two resolutions of the House of Representatives passed the 9th instant, instructi ng the special committee to
whom the Presiden t's message was referred to make certain inquiries,
and rNlnesting me to communicate to the committee a.ny information
I may have (not inconsistent with the public service) pertinen t to any
of the subjects of inquiry.
The inquiries embraced in the resolution submitte d by Mr. Leake
do not pertain to this departm ent, as it has no control over arsenals
or armories ; and only two of those em braced in the other resolution
are pertinen t to it, viz :
•
"1st. Whether any executive officer of the United States has been
or is now treating or holding communication with any person or persons concerning the surrende r of any forts or fortresses, or public property of the United States, and whether any demand for such surrender has been made, and when and by whom, and what answer has
been given."
"4th. Where the ships of the United States are now stationed ,
with what commands, and with what orders."
In reply to the first inquiry, I have to inform the committee that I
am not aware that any executive officer of the United States, connected with the Navy Departm ent, has been or is now treating or
hold.ing any communication whatever with any person
persons concerning the surrende r of any forts or fortresses or public property of
the United States.
'rhe departm ent, on the 14th instant, received a telegrap hic despatch from Captain James Armstro ng, United States navy, the commandan t of the navy yard near Pensacola, Florida, in which he says:
" Commissioners appointed by the governor of Florida, with a regiment of armed men at the gate, demanded the surrende r of this navy
yard, having previously taken possession of one of the magazines.
I surrendered the place and struck my flag at half:.past one o'clock
p. m., this day," [January 12, 18til.]
In answer to the fourth inquiry, I herewith transmit a list of the vessels of the United States navy, their commanders, and where stationed .
All of these vessels are under general orders for the protection of citizens of the United States and their property. Those on the coasts of
Africa and Cuba are also under special instructi ons in relation to the
suppression of the African slave trade. The Niagara is on special
duty connected with the Japanese embassy. The Sabine and St. Louis
have recently been ordered to Pensacola. to protect the government
property there; and the Macedonian sailed from Portsmo uth, New
Hampsh ire, on the 13th instant, for Pensacola, via Tortuga s, with
orders of similar purport.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. TOUCE Y.
Hon. W. A. HowARD,

Chairman Special Committee, &c., House of Repre8entatives.
H. Rep. Com. 8'1-2
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List of the vessels of the United States navy in commission on the 16th
of January, 1861.

STORESBIPS.
FnhnouU1, sloop-of.wnr ... • .. • .. ....
Wttrreu ............................
....... ••.•• ••••• .... .....
SUilPIY . . .. .. •.. • .. .. .. • • .. • • .. • .. • •

EAST INDIA. SQUADRON.
Hanford <tPam oi<><>IJ .............. 1 Captain Charlo• Lowndes ...... Crul•inc on the East India illltion.
do.
llo.
Rerneo .... •••••.
John Adam•. •lo<>p .••....•••.•..••• :1 comd'r J.

-

· •te
'ong.

0 0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

I

Cant.,in L. "· Oold•bo. rough ••

0.

0

0

0

0

•loop ..•••••• •••••·
senunole,steam
PuJa!'>kt, steamer . • • • • . • • • • • • ... • • •

••

t.

om •

·!

do
no on the station.
Crui•lnc
do:
oo:

PA.CH'!C SQUADRON.
Lancaster,oteam •loop ..............
:Sruauac, f'teamf"r..... ...... ... . .. ..
steam floop...... .... ••••
...en, ... lt·3m II'IOOp.. . . . •. •••.
Cyane •loop-of·\\M ................
Ma,r) !-loo1, or: "ar ....•..••.•.
Le 1·ant, sloop ot-war ...............

1

Captain John Rudd ......... ..
CaptAin ltobtrt Jlitchie .. ... ···.
Comd'r J. K • .\lotchcll ........ .
Comd'r T. A. Hunt ...... ..... .
Comd'r U. Ro-..cll .••••••....
Porter ...••.....
Comd:r
Contd r \\ m. E. llunt .... •...

At l'onamn January 3.
do.
Do.
do.
Oo.
On th e tlouth American coast.
At l'•tnama January 3.
do.
llo.
At llilo Scp'"mber 3.

MEDITERRANEAN SQUADRON.

·I

'"I

......
Captain 0. N.
Richmond, 81eam •loop ............
Su•quehaona,,team•loop .•...•••••• Capta!n Genrao • .llollms .....
Iroquois, oteam 1loop . •• . • ... • •••••. Comd r J. $. l'almer •••••• ····,

Constellation sl0011 of-war ....
Portsmouth,

0 o.
o.

on tbe

do.
•

······1

of war .... ,. . . . . • .

Sr.n Jacinto, •team eloop.... •• • • . • • .
Mystic stoamrr . • • • • • •• . •• • •• . • • .
steamer............ .. ... .
llfoblcan: steam •loop ...............
Saratoga, sloop-of-war •• ,.,,.,......

Captain J. f!, Nicholas ........ . Crul•inf! on coast of Afrien.
.••. · ••.•.
do.
Do.
do.
no.
R··....
Cn111!'m r; A.
do.
Do.
Lt. Comd K \Vm. E. e oy .•.
do.
On.
Lt. Comd'J J, lo"". Armsuoog .. .
do.
Do.
.
Comd'r S. Wd. GT,fldon .........
do.
aylor .••••.•••.
Do.
Comd'r Alfrc

HOME SQUADRON.
Cumberland si(Jop-ol' wnr ........... 1Cnpt.1in John Marston ......... At V'i)n Cruz,
h"
Powhatau steam oloop... . . . . . • • • • ('nptaln Snmu•·l "•rcer........ A PI
Pawnee steam !'>loop .. . ••...•..•••. Cotnd'r :-1. (.;. ttownn .••••• ••••

01 ram •loop • ••• •••• .•••••
..................... .
Sabine
<loop-of war...........
St Louis .Jc,;,p.ol:war •••...•.•.••.
tilCROl •loop
.• • • • • • ••• • • . ... .
1.\lohawk,
Crusader, steamer .......... •••• ....
\Vyandotte, steamer ................
0

0

.. 0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

\\"alker .•. .....
(..'aptain W.
Capuun II. A. Adorns .•...•••• .
t'aptain J.«. Glynn . . .• . ••. •. ..
Poor .......
Comd'r
°
Comd'r a. F. Uaz1Cd
:·
T.
Lt.
· Ua u · ·••••·
Lt. CComd,J
Lt. omd & • 11 • erryman ... .

t

0

0

0

0

0

0

SPECIAL SERVICE.
Ningnrn, screw frigate ......... , .... Captain Wm. \V. :llcKcun ....

BRAZIL SQUADRON.

0

0

t

11

tdn ep

Jtl.

llarnlllCJn
Und<•r orde,.to l'ensac(Jia.
On wa)· to Pensacola.
to Pensacola.
Und;r
At \ <ra Cruz.
Suppo.cd tn be on their nation, tbe
coa.•t or Cuba.

Stationed at Aspinwall.
Stationed nt l'annma.
StationPd nt V•lpnrai•o.
Sailed from Ponoacola January 1!1, for
Vera Crn7.,

from "editerranean.
J. i\f. Frailey....... Return
Rcleaoe .... • . ...... •••• .•• .. •••••. Lt.
.............................. Comd'rJohn De Camp •.••.•••• At New \'ort.

J)acotah, steam tloop ... . • .. • • • • .• . . Coond'r Wm. Radford . ••• •• • •. ·
••••• •••• On the way to the station.
steomer ................... , Comd'r J. •;·
va-;,dalia, >loop of.\v.u..... ••• •• ... . Comd'r s. 1. Lee .•.•••.•..•.•..

C

Lt. Comd'g Chnrlf•s Thomas....
Lt. Comd'g J, J. Ooylc .........
Watson ......
Lt. Comd'g J.
Comd'r H. Walke .. .. . . • •• •.. .
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Special

to .rupau.

SHIPS.
1

1
Ohio, •hip..of-tbe-line ............... Comd'r Wm. Smith ............ Boston.
Nortb Carolina, •hlp..of·tbe-line ..... Comd'r J. H. Ward......... ... N•w York.
Princeton, steamer.................. Comd'r H. K. llotf. .. • . . . . ••••
steamer ..••.• , .......... , Comd'r W. W. lluntcr. .•• • .. . . Baltomorc.
l'enn•ylvania, ship-of-th&-llne... •• • • Comd'r A.. Sinclair • .. . .. .. . • .. Norfolk,
lndclll!ndencc, razce................ .... .... •• . • .... •• .. .. • ... .. • • .. Marc Jslond, California.

Janua1·y 24, 1861.
NAVY
Sm: I have the honor to communicate to the special committee of
which you are chairman some further information in reply to the
fourth inquiry of the resolution of the House of Representatives which
you transmitted to me on the 12th instant.
On the 21st of May, 1860, orders were given to prepare the Richmond as the flag ship of the 1\fediterraneau squadron, in place of the
Macedonian which had been recently ordered home. On the 18th of
July the Susquehanna was substituted for the Richmond, in consequence of some delay in completing her machinery. On the 21st of
August she was or lered to proceed to Vera Cruz and remain there
for a short time as part of the home squadron, it having been deemed
necessary to increase our force in that quarter. Oa tlie 31st of .August the Richmond was ordered to be prepared as the flag ship for
the 1\Iediterranean, and set sail from Norfolk on the 13th of October.
The disturbances in Sicily aud Syria having rendered it expedient
that the Mediterranean squadron should consist of at least three shipsof-war, orders were given to the Susquehanna to join it, and on the
18th of October abe set sail for Vera Uruz accordingly.
On the 1st of September, the Cumberland, then at Portsmouth, N.
II., was ordered to be prepared as the flag ship for the home squadron.
On the 28th of September orders were given to prepare the Vandalia
for the East India squadron, in place o( the John .Adams, soon to
return home; the Saratoga for the African squadron, in place of the
Marion, to comply with treaty provisions, and the Germantown for
the home squadron. The Macedonian, on the 15th of November,
was ordered in place of the Germantown, as she required to be docked,
and the dock was occupied by the Pensacola. The 1\!acedonian and
the Cumberland were to take the places of the Preble and Savannah,
which have returned home, and the Sabine, which was soon to return.
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On t11e 24th of December, 1860, the St. Louis was ordered from Vera.
Cruz to Pensacola. On January 9, 1861, the Sabine was ordered from
Vera Cruz to Pen1:1acola. On the 5th of January the Macedonian, at
Portsmouth, N. II., was ordered by telegraph to Pensacola.. On the
8th she was instructed by telegraph to touch a.t Tortugas on the way,
as Fort Jefferson there needed attention. On the 5th January orders
were telegraphed to the Crusader, at Pensacola, to proceed immediately to Tortngas, and on the arrival of troops to return to Pensacola. These orders were intercepted at Mobile. It being reported
approaching New Orleans, she was inthat the Crusader was
structed by telegraph to proceed immediately to Pen:;acola, where Rho
would meet her orders, having left there on the 2d of January. She
is supposed to have returned to her station on the coast of Cuba1 as
she came to Pensacola for repairs.
Ov the 3d of January the Brooklyn, at Norfolk, was ordered to
and ordnance stores. and drop down
take in her supply of
to Hampton Road!!. On the '7th, she was ordered to the bar off Charleston, with orders to the reinforcements on board of the "Star of the
Weft" to return, if they had not gone into Fort Sumter, and to render her any aid she might require and return to Hampton Roads.
She was instructed that it was not deemed expedient that she should
attempt to cross the bar. She bas since returned to Hampton Rontls .
On the 3d of January, Commodore J ames Armstrong, then in comnavy yard, was ordered to be vigilant to promand of the
tect the public property, and to co-operate with the troops in .li'ort
Barrancas. These orders he received, and subsequently, on the 12th,
surrendered the navy yard to commissioners of Florida, who demanded
it at the gate with a regiment of armed men.
To the several additional inquiries addressed to me on the 21st I
wi1l answer :
1st. That there is no naval force within the limits of the United
States in a condition "to be put under immediate orders for service
&c., except the steamer Brooklyn,
in the protection of the
25 guns ; the l)tenmer \Vyandotte, 5 guns ; and the storeship Supply,
4 guns, reported to be off' Pensacola; the frigate Sabine, 50 guns, and
St. Louis) 20 gunR, the lattPr probably at Pensacola, and the former
on the way there; and the storeship Relief, 2 guns, at New York,
under orders to the coast of Africa with stores for the squadron there.
The following a statement of the vessels of the navy in ports of
the United States, their condition, the time in which they can be prepared fur service, &c.

:Minnesota., steam frigate, iO guns-ready ; can be fitted for sea in
2 weeks.
steamer, 11 guns-under repairs; can be fitted for sea
.
10 stx weeks.
Vermont, ship-of-the-line, 84 guns-requires repairs · em be fitted
'
for sea in 4 months.
Vincennes, sloop, 20 guns; requires repairs, which will take 6
weeks. •
Pr?ble, sloop, 16 guns; requires repairs, which will take 4 weeks.
Bambridge1 brig, 6 guns; requires repairs, which will take 3 weeks.
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.J.t Portsmouth, N. H.
.Santee, frigate, 50 guns-ready; can be fitted for sea in 4 weeks.
Dale, sloop, 16 guns ; requires repairs, which will take 3 months.
Marion, sloop, 16 guns; requires repairs, which will take 3 months.

.At Boston.
Colorado, steam frigate, 40 guns-ready; can be fitted for sea in 2
weeks.

At New
Wabash, steam frigate, 40 guns-ready; can be fitted for sea in 2!
weeks.
Roanoke, steam frigate, 40 guns-under repairs · can be fitted for
'
sea in 6 weeks.
will take4 months.
which
Potomac, frigate, 50 guns; req llires repairs,
Bmndywine, ft·igate, 50 guns; requires repairs, which will take 5
months.
Savannah, sloop, 24 guns; requires repairs, which will take 6 weeks.
l'erry, brig, 6 guns-under repairs; can be fitted for sea. in 3 weeks,

At Philadelpltia.
Pawnee, steam sloop, 6 guns-under repairs ; can be ready for sea
in 3 weeks.
Witch, steamer, 3 guns-under repairs; can be ready for
sen. m 2 weeks.
St. Lawrence, frigate, 50 guns-ready ; can be fitted for sea. in 3
weeks.
J amestown, sloop, 22 guns-unner repairs; can be fitted for sea in
4 weeks.

.At Washington.
Pensacola., steam sloop, not completed; will be in 6 months.

At Norfolk.
Merrimack, steam frigate, 40 guns ; can be fitted for tern porary
service in 4 weeks.
Plymouth, sloop, 22 guns; under repairs, which will take 4 weeks .
Germantown, sloop, 22 guns; under repairs, which will take 2
weeks.
Raritan, frigate, 50 guns; requiring repairs, which will take 4
months.
Columbia, frigate, 50 guns; requiring repairs, which will take 6
months.
United States, frigate, 50 guns; not worth repairing.
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.At .Annapolis.
Constitution, frigate, 50 guns; can be prepared for sea in 3 weeks.
2d . .All the vessels above named, except the Pawnee and Constitution, are dismantled. Vessels-of-war are nearly always dismantled
immediately after their arrival in port, at the termination of a cruise.
It also
to
repairing them as soon as possible after
their
1f the
and ot.her work will permit. The
appropnatwns are reduced a mtlhon of dollars below the estimate of
the
and of the whole sum appropriated ($1,523,000) for
repalrs, &c., for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1861, there remained,
on the 1st of January, the close of the first half of the fiscal year, the
sum of $646,639 79 for the remaining half. Some of the sloops
named above-the Dale, Marion, Preble, and Vincennes, and also the
frigate United States-were so old and decayed that repairs on them
have not been commenced, as it was under considerati0n whether it
would not be more expedient to replace them with steamers. Of the
ships-of-the-line the Vermont is the only one that can be fitted for
sea as such. The department has recommended that the others be
into steam vessels. The frigates Potomac, Brandywine,
Rantan, and Columbia have not been repaired, as it bas been proposed
to convert them into sloops-of-war, as four others of that class have
been, but the appropriations are not sufficient for that purpose. 'l'he
in the list have not been put in condition for
?tber v:essels
1mmed1ate serviCe w1thm the last month, because the number of vessels
in commission is governed by the numerical strength of the officers
They are ordered to be fitted for sea only
and seame? of the
when reqmred to relieve others returning home.
3d. There are several vessels abroad which may be safely ordered
home for the protection of the interests of the United States viz: the
steam sloop Iroquois, in the Mediterranean ; the steam sloop Seminole
on the coast of Brazil; the steamer Pocahontas, at Vera Cruz;
steam sloops Narragansett and Wyoming, in the Pacific; and the
steamers Mohawk and Crusader, on the coast of Cuba. The two
last named have already been ordered to New York. The steamers
the vessels composing the several squadrons, because
are selected
they are of light draught, and would be more serviceable on the coast
and in the harbors. There are two steamers, the Mystic and Sumpter
_sloop, the :Mohican, all_ of
draught, and now on
and a
coast of_
but they are effective m suppressing the slave trade,
and tbeu w1tbdrawal would reduce the force on that station below the
number of guns required by our treat.y with Great Britain.
4th. _The .John .Adams has not been ordered home, although the
Va0;dal.1a bas been sent out as her relief. The voyage to the East
Ind1es 1s from four to :five months, and orders will therefore be sent
over la?d for the return ?f the John Adams in time to reach her by
the arnval of the Vandalta. She is to be recalled, because she will
have been absent from the United States two years on the 1st of June
next. 'fhe department bas endeavored, where it would not conflict
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with the interests of the service, to limit the cruise of vessels-of- war
to two years.
Mar_ion is
Portsmo';lth 1 N. H., a?d _bas
5th. The
been particularly mentwned m a prevwus part of th1s commumcatwn.
6th . .After the department learned of the interception, at Mo.bile,
of its telegraphic despatch to the Crusader at Pensac?la, a wntten
communication reiterating the orders was sent !>Y a special messenger.
Nothing further was done, the department havmg no control over the
telegraph.
7th. A telegraph despatch, of which the following is a copy, is the
only official information in the possession of the department concerning the surrender of the navy yard at Pensacola, v1z :
"Dated, Pensacola, January 12, 1861 ; received, Washington,
January 13, 1861, 8 o'clock p. m.
.
.
.
"Commissioners appointed by the governor of Flonda, w1th .a regiment of armed men at the gate, demanded the surrender of th1s navy
yard havin()'
previously taken possession of the magazines. I sur0
the place, and struck my flag at half-past one o'clock p. m.
this day. The storesbip Supply sailed for Vera Cruz the moment
the yard flag was lowered.
"JAMES .ARMSTRONG,
"Captain United States Navy, Wan·ington, Fla.,
"Late Commandant Navy Yard.
"Hon. IsAAC ToucEY,
" Secretary of the Navy."
The following officers of the navy were attached to the yard at the
date of its surrender :
Captain James Armstrong, commandant of the yard.
Commander E. Farrand.
Lieutenant F. B. Renshaw.
Lieutenant John Kell.
Paymaster L. Warrington. _ _
_
Passed Assistant Surgeon Wtlham S. Bishop.
Chaplain Charles W. Thomas.
Master John Pearson.
Chief Engineer E. Lawton.
Third Assistant Engineer William Musgrave.
Boatswain Robert Dixon.
Carpenter Lewis Holmes.
Sailmaker Robert Hunter.
Gunner James M. Cooper.
The department has no official information of any of them having
been held as prisoners of war. I t did not consider them as such, and
on the 17th of January they were instructed to regard themselves as
detached from the yard from the date of its surrender, and as waiting
orders. None of them have been ordered home, as it is not the practice to do so when officers are detached from duty in the United States.
The department bas neither approved nor disapproved of the con-
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duct of the officers, not proposing to do so without full information
touching their conduct in the sunender of the yard.
8th. The 1lepartment has not immediately at command suitable and
sufficient means lor putting into Fort Sumter reinforcements. In the
course of threo weeks a fleet of tour or fi ve steamers of light draught
could be made ready, some of which there is reason to believe would
be able to reach Fort Sumter, while the others would probably be
pacrificed.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. TOUCEY.
!Ion. W. A. HowARD,
Chairman Special Committee, &c., House of Representatives.

LIST OF RESIGNAT IONS-Con tinued.
Names.

Rank.

Stale of which a
citizen.

Date of re:;ignl\lion.

V. M. Randolph •••••••••• Captain •••••••••• Alabama ....... January 10, 1861..
E. Farrand ............. .. Commander .......... do .......... January 13, 1861..
'1'. W. Brent. ............. .... do ............ Florida .... ... . January 12, 1861..
II. J. Hartstenc ............. .. do ............ l South Carolina. •• January 5, 186L ••
T. D. Huger ............. . Lieutenant ........... do.... ...... November 12, 1860
A. Armstrong ..... ....... ..... do ............ Georgia .... .... November 20, 1860
Geo E u\w ............ ..... do ............ Indian:\ ........ November 26. 1860
J R. Hamilton ............. .. do ............ South Carolina.. Dl·ccmber 1, 1S60 ••
W. G. Dozier------- -----· .... do ...... ... ...... . do ...... .. .. December 21,1860.

Robert Relden ............. .... do ............ Virginia ............. .do........ ..
A. F. Warley ... .......... ....do....... ..... South Carolina .. December 24,1860,
date of acceptance.
J. l:l. Strihbling ............. .. do ............. ... do .......... December 31,1860.
T. P. Pelot......... .... ...... do ............. . .. do .... ..... . January 7, 1861. ••
J. R. Eggleaton ............. .. do ...... ......
..... January 13, 1861 • •
J. Jl. North ........ ..........do ....... ..... , South Carolina.. January 14, 1861..
R T. Chapman ............. .. do ............ Alnbnmn. ............. do........ ..
}1'. 13. Renshaw ......... ....... do ...... ...... l<'loridtl -------- JanuRry 16, 1861..
John Kell ............. ....... do ............
........ January
1861..
John Pearson ............. Master ........ ... Flonda ........ 1 January 1;,, 186 1..
'1'. B. :Ui!ls .............. ...... do; ........... , .Aiabama ··:---- January 16, 1861. •
.John Gnmball ............ M1dsh1pman ...... South Cnrohna .. December 20,1860.
8. B. Paddock ....... ..... .... do ............ Ohio ....... .... November 11, 1860
W. A. W. Spotswood ...... Surgeon .......... Florida ........ January 12, 1861..
A. 111.
..............
ass'tsurgeon South Carolina.. January 9, 1861. ••
Cbas E Lmtng.... ....... Att<lstantt.nrgeon ...... do .......... 1 January 11, 1861..
Tho. J. Charlton .... .... ...... do ...... ......
........ December 14,1860.
Wm. W. J. Kelly .........
!<'lorida .... .... . JnnuRry 8, 1861. ..
B. D. Heriot .............. Navy agent. . ..... South Carolina .. December 31, 1860.
8 Z. Gonzales ..... ....... Ntwal storekeeper. Florida ........ January 12, 1861..
S. '1'. Abert............. .. Civil engineer ..... Dist. of Columbia ...... do ........ ..
Benjamin F. Day... ....... Acting
Ohio ........... No,•cmber 22, 1860
W. 8. Moon ............. ..... do ............. ... do .... ...... November 30, 1860
F. 111. Thomas ............. ...do ............ South Carolina ........do.... ..... .
H. C. Fonte ...... ............ do .......... .. Tennessee ...... December 3, 1860 ..
R ll. Bacot ........ .......... do ... .. . ...... South Carolina.. December 10,1860.
J. T. Walker ........ ......... do ............,... . do .......... Dc<:ember 17,1860.
W. W. Wilkinson--- -----· .... do............. ... do ..........
22,1860.

Rank.

State of which a
citizen.

Date of re..ignation.

S. S. Gregory ............. Acting midshipmtml North Carolina.. December 28, 1860.
0. H Howard ....... .•........ do ........ ....
... January 9, 1861. ..
Rob(•rt Flournoy ............. .do ............ Georgit\ ........ January 12, 18G L.
S. G. Stone ............. ...... do ............ Alabama .. ..... Junuary 14, 1861..
J. G. Baldwin ............. ... do............ llllississippi •••• ••••••• •do ......... .
W. E. Yancey ............. ... do ............ Alabama .... ... Janu11ry 11, 1861..
W. 1<'. Robinson ....... .... ....do ............. ... do .......... Janu·1ry 14, 1S6L.
F. ll Roby ............. ..... do ............
..... ......do . ...... .. .
1
N.J. Smith ... ............. .. do............ Alabarua .............
do........ ..
J. K. Price ............. ...... do ............ 1....do ............. ... do ......... .
J. A. Merriwether . .... .... .... do... .... ... .. Georgia ............. . do ....... --n. L. Hill ............. ...... do ............. ... do .......... Janunry
17, 1861 ..
J. C. Holcombe ............. .. do ... _............ do .. ............ .. do ......... .
R. l'nyne ............. ........ do ............ )li<souri ........ January 19, 1861..
:&uron Carter.......... ... .... do ............ Georgia ........ January 21, B61. .
'I' ll. Berrien ............. .... do ............. ... do ........ .. ...... do ... ..... ..
R. J. Moses, jr .......... .... .. do .... ... ......... do .......... Jan\11\ry 22, 1861..
H. G. l\lcClintock .............do.... ...... .. Alabam\ ............. do ......... .
W. E. Pinkney............. ... do.... .. ...... Florida ........ Jnuuary 24, 1861 ..

List of resignation s-Navy Department.
Name.
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NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 4, 1861.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 30th ultimo, requesting answers to the following inquiries, viz:
] st. Are there any officers and sea:men unemployed at the present
time ; if so, how many?
2d . Are there enough of each to man all the unemployed vessels,
should occasion require?
3d. Does, in your opinion, the disturbed condition of the country
mako it expedient for Congress to place at the disposal of the department additional money for repairs or other purposes; and how much?
In reply to the first inquiry, I have to state that the officers unemployed are:

l

Captains ............... ............... .......... .......... active list.. ......
Captains ...... ... ............... ............. .... ....... reserved list......
Commanders .. ............ .. ........ ................ .... active list........
Commanders.......... ................ ..... ... ......... reserved list......
Lieutenants ................ .. ................ ........... active list.........
Lieutenants ............... ............... .............. reserved list......
l\1asters ............... ............... ........... : ........ active list........
lll usters ..... ........ ... ............ ................ ..... reserved list......
Passed midshipmen .. .......... ............. .......... active list........
Passed midshipmen ... ................ .... ........... reserved list......
Surgeons ............... ............... ............... .... active list........
Passed and other assistant surgeons ......... ........... do...... ......

40
15

46
13
59
24
1
4

11
2
23
18
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Paymasters ............... ............. ..... .... ... ... ... active list.. ..... .
17
Chaplains ......... ... ... ·· ................ ..... ··· ............ do ..... . ·.... .
8
Professors of mathematic s ............... ............... . :··"·:··.. ·· .. . none.
}lidshiproen ........ ............... ............... ..... .. act1ve list....... .
4
Boatswains ............... .......... ......... ..... ............ do ...... .... ..
12
Gunners ............... ............... ............... ...... .... do ...... . ... ..
9
Carpenters ..... .. ............... . .. ............... ............ do ........... .
7
Snilmakers ............... ............... ....... ............. do ........... .
13
Chief engineers . ................ .. .. ............... .......... do .......... ..
4
First assistant engineers ... ....... ............... .. ....... do .......... ..
8
Second Assistant engineers ..... ............... ............ do .. .. ..... . ..
5
Third assistant engineers ............... .. . .......... ..... do .......... ..
9
Total. ............... .... . ... ............... ............... ........... .

352

There are one hundred and sixty-one recruits on board the receiving ships, available for immediate service.
.
In reply to the second inquiry: there are enough captatns, commanders, surgeons, chaplains ; of the utber grades there a1·e not, nor
is there a sufficient number of seamen.
In reply to the third inquiry, I will say that the estimates of the
department for repairs, &c., required during the
fiscal year
exceeded the appropriatio n actuR.lly made by a m1ll10n of doll_a:s.
Nearly hal f of the _fiscal year still
. . 'l'he ordinary necess1t1es
of the service req01red the appropnatw n whteh I recommende d, and
it could have been expended with great advantage to the
'!'he present disturbed conditio.n of the country
not
dimish the expediency or necesstty of such appropnatw n. A further
appropriatio n of a half million dollars v:ould only put the
in this respect in the usual state of effimency. At
same t1me. 1t tS
proper tha-t that I should say to the committee that I th_ink the present home squadron, consisting of eleven armed vessels, IS adequate to
any service that will be required of it.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
I. TOUCEY.
Ron. W'1.L A. HowARD,

Chairman Special Committee, &c., Hottse of Rep1·esentatives.
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No.1.
ELDRIDGE L AWTON

THURSDAY, January 24, 1861.
sworn and examined.

By the CuAIR.MAN :
Question. Are you connected with the United States navy in any
capacity?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. In what capacity?
Answer. Chief engineer, sir.
Question. What is the general class of duties pertaining to engineer? Do you go on board steam vessels as engineer, or arc you connected with navy yarns?
Answer. Most yards have an engineer attached to them-a chief
engineer to superintend the constructing of machinery -such machinery as may be built at those yards; and they are more frequently
ordered on board steamships to superintend t.he machinery of the
vessel.
Question. Have you been recently connected with the navy yard at
Pensacola?
Answer. I was ordered to report myself to Commodore Armstrong
as superintend ent of the machinery of the United States steamer Fulton, repairing at that yard.
Question. At what time were you ordered there?
Answer. I arrived there the middle of November last.
Question. And remained there until you recently left?
Answer. I remained there until the 13th of the present month.
Question. State whether, during the time you were there, any demand was made upon the officer in charge of the yard to surrender
the yard?
Answer. None that I know of. I know of no such demand being·
made; that is, until the demand made the day it was given up.
Question. Was there a demand made on any day 7
Answer. Previous to that, do you mean ?
Question. No; any time while you were there. State whether,
within your knowledge, at any time during the whole period you
were there at tho yard, any demand was made by any person or persons for the surrender of the yard.
Answer. From my own knowledge, as being witness to it myself,
or from hearsay? I was standing outside of the commodore 's office
at the time the officers of the Alabama troops were holding their
interview with the commodore, and of course I did not hear what was
taking place inside.
Question. Confining yourself to your own actual knowledge, your
answer would be in the negative, would it?
Answer. I do not know what demand was made; I do not know of
any demand being made, so far as my own knowledge is concerned,
although I know what I understood at the time from what I thought
was good. authority.
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Question. Was it generall y understood in and about the yard that
such a demand bad been made?
Answer. Yes, sir; generall y understood, and not doubted by anybody, I believe.
Question. By whom was the demand understood to have been made?
Answer. It was understood to have been made by Captain Randolph, commissioner on the part of the State of Alabama , formerly of
the navy- Question. Is his name Victor M. Randolp h?
Answer. Yes, sir--au d by Colonel Cs.mpbell, on the part of the
governor of the State of .Florida. Those two gentleme n were received
at tl:e gate and conducted to the commodore's office, as the a<rents of
0
the governors of Florida and Alabama .
Question. That is accordin g to rumor?
Answer. I saw them myself; I saw them received at the gate and
conducted
I saw them when they returned ,
and had an mterv1ew w1th the colonel comman ding the troops outside
when the gates were opened and the troops marched in.
Question. The Florida and Alabama troops?
Answer. Yes, sir. I should not say the troops marched in. Colonel Lomax, comman ding, with his aids, marched in. The troops
did not march in. Those officers came in and had an interview with
Commodore Armstro ng, and a few minutes after they went back to
the gates and marched in with tho troops and took possession. After
Colonel Lomax, and his aids who accompanied him, went into Commodore Armstro ng's office-a bout two or three minutes after they
went in, I should judge-L ieutenan t Renshaw , the first lieutenan t of
the yard, came out of the building , and called out to the watchma n:
"Haul the flag down!"
Question. Who is this Colonel Ijomax you speak of?
Answer. I ha_ve his_name here, signing a pass for me to go out of
the yard. He s1gns Ins name "'r. Lomax, colonel comman ding."
Question. Comman ding these .invaders?
Answe_r .. He
the Alabama troops. I believe he is a gentleman hvmg 10 Montgomery, Alabama.. He was in the )1exican
war, I understood. The pass is from V. l\1. Randolp h, and it is approved by T. Lomax, colonel comman ding.
Question. That was a p:1ss for you to leave the yard?
For me to leave the yard with my effects, it says.
QuestiOn. How recently has Captain Randolp h been connected with
the United States navy?
Answer. Well, I do not. know. I think he resianed some month or
two ago. Quite recently, though, he was
with the navy.
Question. Was he formerly stationed at that yard?
Answer. Yes, sir ; he was the executive officer of the yard; a comattached to the yard acting as executive officer, not commaudwg. That is, be occupied the same position as Commander Farrand
occupied at the time of the surrende r of the yard.
Quesi.ion. Who conducted those two gentleme n you have spoken of
froru the gate to the commodore's office?
Answer. Comman der Farrand .
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Question. You were not present at the interview ?
.
Answer. I was standing with Captain Farranrl , in conversation
with him, just previous to
gentleme n coming in,
a
man, I think or some l)erson, a messeng er, came to h1m and sa1d
" they are he;e," or some such remark. He said " I have got to go,
then,'' and started off. And I steppe<! to the corn_er .of the avenue
leading to the gate, but a short way off, out of cunos1ty to see who
they were. lie met them inside the gate. It seemed that they had
been admitted through the small gate-th ere was a
gate there,
also-am l were standing inside of the gate. Captam Farrand met
them and shook hands with them, and they turned around and
marched to the commodore's office.
Question. And you say they stayed in there about two minntes ?
Answer. Oh I no, sir; they stayed longer than that; they btayed, I
should think, 20 minutes.
Question. 'rhese were Captain Randolp h, and who else?
Answer. Colonel C1tmpbell. They might have been
there
minutes or half an hour. They returned to the gate w1th Captam
Farrand , and held an interview with Colonel Lomax, who was outside
the gate on horseback. Then the gates were opened, and Colonel
Lomax and two or three of his officcr11 rode in, and went to the commodore's office; and after t.hey had been in there two or three minutes,
Lieutena nt Renshaw came out and called out to the watchma n to haul
the flag down.
Question. And it was hauled down?
Answer. Yes, sir. I know it was hauled dow.n, because
few
minutes afterwar ds \vhen I \Vas down on the wharf, I saw that 1t was
down. A
came to me and aRked me if the yard was given
up, and I told him that judging from the looks of the flag-staff I
should think it was. I remember that circumstance.
Question. What was the number of men employed in the yard previous to the surrende r?
Answer. Rising of a. hundred , I presume . There were some 30 or
more negroes employed in the yard, and a. hundred white men, I
should think.
Questi<,n. Please state them by classes ; that is, whether they were
mariues, and the number of officers, &c.
Answer. Your question was with reference to laborers and mechanics?
Question. You said there were about a hundred men in the yard?
Answer. You asked "the number ofmen employe d."
Question. ·well, how many men
in and
the
in the employ of the governm ent, mcludm g officers,
engineers, laborers, mechanics, and all other persons, every class of them?
Answer. I could give you the number of officers, and the number
of marines, and the number of men in ordinary . .
Question . .l!'irst give us, if you can from recollect10n, the number of
officers, and their names, in their order and rank.
Answer. I can give yliu the names of the officers. Commodore
.Armstrong Commander Farrand , Paymast er Warring ton, First Lieutenant
Second Lieutena nt Krll, myself, Dr. Bishop, passed
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assistant surgeon; master, John Pierson; chaplain, Thomas; Mr.
Musgrave, engmeer; naval constructor, Porter; naval storekeeper,
Gonzales; commodore's secretary, Shippey; sailmaker, Hunter· boatswain, carpenter, and
was the name of the
I
do not recollect the other names.
Question. Does that include all the officers?
Answer. Yes, sir, I think so.
Question. Will you state how many marines, if any, were there?
Answer. The marine barracks were situated on the outside of the
wall of the yard. They were commanded by Captain Watson. He
l1ad about 40 men; but 31 effective men, as he told me, that he could
rely upon. Thirty of the men the commodore had sent over to Fort
PickenS' a few days before. There were 50 men in ordinary, and 30
were sent over there. '£he others were almost all sick, or cripples, of
no account.
Question. You say that the captain of the marines had 31 effective
men on the day of the surrender of the vard?
Answer. Yes, sir. The day previous'he told me that he had
40 men,_ and 31 men that he could rely upon to shoulder a musket.
QuestiOn. And none of these were sent away until after the surrender?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. At least they were all there at the time of the surrender?
Answer. They were all there.

heard the commander say that he had asked the paymaster how many
men he had in ordinary. The commander said he bad more than the
law allowed. The paymaster said he had not. The commander said
"you have fifty men." The paymaster replied "I have BO more
than the law allows."
Question. And thirty were sent away?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. How far is Fort Pickens from tho yard?
Answer. A little more than a mile.
Question. Now about the laborers and mechanics?
Answer. Putting them all together, I should think there were
about 125.
Question. There at the time of the surrender?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. That is, exclusive of the several classes you have previously named?
Answer. Yes, sir; and twenty-five or thirty of them were negroes.
Question. Can you give us some general idea about the arms they
had there that were effective for defence-cannon, muskets, &c.?
Answer. Most of the guns there had been removed a short time
before and put in the Pensacola, a steamer built there, and had sailed
around to Norfolk. All the guns were put in that ship for ballast,
and leaving only a few old pieces lying around there on the wharf, of
no account.
Question. You speak now of heavy guns2
Answer. Yes, sir ; there were four guns-32-pounders, very fine
guns-sent there for the Fulton. They lay there, dismounted, on
the wharf, with no carriages. I will not say there were no carriages;
there may have been carriages in the ship-house. But the guna were
not mounted-were lying on the wharf where they were landed. These
were heavy guns. Whether they had any artillery there or not, I do
not know; I never saw any.
Question. At no time during the time you were there?
Answer. No, sir; except two guns brought ashore and taken away
again. They were brought ashore from the steamer Crusader, that
came there and was docked. Her guns, field-pieces, were dismounted
and sent on shore. The steamer left there about a week before this
happened, and her guns were put on board again, and she took them
away.
Question. They were only landed there temporarily?
Answer. Yes, sir; while the ship was in dock.
Question. What about small arms?
Answer. There were 24-pounders, small brass pieces, that the
Crusader took away .
Question. What about other arms for defence ?
Answer. I know nothing about arms there, but what I saw in the
armory ; I was in the armory a week or two before this took place.
There appeared to be some fifty or sixty muskets standing in the
racks, and some pistols and some cutlasses.
Question. But there were no cannon that could have been used on
the day of the surrender?

By Mr. BRANCH :
Question. How many did you say were sent to Fort Pickens?
Answer. That is, the ordinary, the ship men there-those who help
to rig the ships-the sailor men.
Question. Different from these marines?
;Answer. Yes,. sir; there were some fifty of these sailor men, and
thHty of the sa1lors were sent over to Fort Pickens, leaving about
twenty there, some old, not worth much, and some sick.
By Mr. CocnnANE:
Question. Leaving twenty of them, besides the marines?
A.nswer. Yes,
marines were outside of the yard. The
marmea were occup1ed m post duty, stationed at different parts of the
yard, day and night.
By the CHAIRMAN:
Question. How many laborers were there on the day of the surrender-laborers, and mechanics, and men in ordinary?
Answer. The men in ordinary I have just gh•en.
.Question. Do I understand that they had all been sent to Fort
PICkens?
Answer. Only thirty of them.
Question. How many were left?
Answer. About tw.enty .. 'fbis
I got from hearing that
there were fifty men m ordmary, and th1rty were sent to Fort Pickens.
I do not know that there were fifty men. Only a few days before I
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Answer. I sn.w none; no field-pieces at all-no artillery pieces.
There may have been some in some of the storehouses, but I diu not
know of nny.
Questi.:>n. There were no guns mounted, in position, ready for use?
Answer. No, sir.
pir. BRA XCII said the examination had proceeded far enough to indicate its object, and he would, at this point, raise the objection that
it did not come within the scope of the matters referred to this committee.
After discusion, the objection was overruled.]
Question. Will you state, as near as you can, the amount of force
outside under command of these persons who you suppose made the
demand for the surrender of the yard?
Auswer. I think about 350 men under arms.
Question. Of what did their arms consist?
Answer. Small arms, muskets, &c.
Question. Did they have any artillery?
Answer. None at all.
Question. Were there any companies of cavalry?
Answer. No, sir; there were, I suppose, some fifteen that got
together in a hurry at Pensacola, and came down mounted. They
did not amount to ronch.
Question. About fifteen mounted men?
Answer. Yes, sir; they were citizens of PPnsacola.; those that had
muskets and owned a horse, who jumped on and took their
and
came down there to see the fun, I suppose.
Question. The force was substantially an infantry force-a militia?
Answer. Yes, sir. Whether they brought any artillery with them
or not to Pensacola, I know they had none there. They might have
had some at Pensacola, though I understood they had none ; and I
had good reason to suppose they had none, because they came down
the ]florida and Alabama road, which is not completed through.
I have travelled over the road since then, and there is a gap of thirt.v
miles of the worst kind of road, and they could have got no guns
across that road. I nckon it is a fixed fact that they bad no gunsno artillery-with them; that they brought none with them.
Question. Were they apparently well-disciplined troops?
AnswPr. The Alabama troops were well disciplined. The Pensacola
troops were not well disciplined, not well equipped, although each of
them had a musket, and was sufficiently well equipped for a brush that
day, but they would not be considered well equipped for service. 'fhere
were some fifty or sixty of tbe Pensacola troops. I know nothing
about their ammunition ; only saw their arms. Most of them had
revolvers in their belts.
Qnestion. Were there any guns fired on either side?
Answer. No, sir; not any.
Question. Did you bear any conversation within two or three days
previous to the surrender on the part of t.he officers of the yard
touching the surrender, or upon the subject of surrendering the
yard?
Answer. None, perhaps, the language of which I could repeat

precisely. There was, of course, some excitt>ment there, and every
who would meet another would commence talking upon this
subJeCt. Some would say, "The troops are coming." Some would
say, "No; there are no troops coming." The naval storekeeper
Gonzales, I presume, knew all about it. He was strongly in favor of
the movement.
Question. What movement?
Of the troops, the outside party. He was a secessionist-a very violent one-and talked secession for six weeks previous to
the surrender of the yard. He was naval storekeeper-had charge of
all the naval stores. He knew all about the troops, all their movements. I say he knew it.
Question. You infer he did, rather than have any knowledge upon
the subject yourself?
Answer. From my conversation with him I had every reason to
suppose he knew all about it. There is a large family of them there
they were all in favor of the thing, and knew all about it.
IS no doubt about that. No one would deny that who lives anywhere
in the neighborhood there.
Question. Did !ou hear Commander
say anything about it?
Answer. No, su; no more than that he did not know what would
be done.
Question. You did not hear him express any wish or determination
to surrender?
Ans"Yer .. No, sir; neither did I hear him express any wish or
determinatiOn to defend. On the contrary, there was no disposition
on his part to defend it.
Question. There was not?
Answer. None, sir; and he was the chief counsellor of the commodore.
Question, What leads you to suppose that he had no wish to defend
it, when you did not hear him say so?
Answer. Because he expressed none. I conversed with him every
I could not get from him any expression of opinion about
his desire to .defend. I heard him say that there was no use to defend
yard ; . tnat they ha.d nobody to defend it \Vith. He was very
mtlmate with Mr. Gonzales, whom I knew to be a violent secessionist.
By Mr. CocHRANE:
Question. Was that the commander who said it could not be defeuded?
Answer. Yes, sir.
By the CHAIRMAN:
Question. Did you hear a.ny officer express any opinion that it could
be defended?
Answer. No, sir; I only heard Captain Watson, of the marines
sa.y he .could whip any two companies they could bring against
With h1s. men. That wa.s the only warlike speech I heard.
Qnestwn. What bas become of Captain Watson?
Answer. He is now in New York.
H. Rep. Cotn. 87-3
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By Mr. BRANCH :
Question. I do not understand you to say that you heard Commander Farrand express any indisposition to. defend the place, but
only a belief that they were unable to defend 1t?
Answer. I thought there certainly was a great inactivity on his
part.
Question. I would like to get at the exact facts of the case as to
whether you heard him express an unwillingness to defend the place
if he had had the means?
Answer. No, sir; he did not express himself in those terms.
Question. He only said they were unable to defend it?
Answer. He said, "What can we do here? We can do nothing."
Always throwing cold water upon the expression by anybody of the
.
.
could defend it.
opinion that
Question. D1d you yourself ever entertam the behef that you could
defend it?
Answer. I believed that we could defend it against the force that
was there that morning ; but we knew that a larger force was
coming.
Question. You entertained the same opinion that Captain Farrand
did?
Answer. I entertained the opinion that there was no preparation
made; I do not know how far we could defend it. The Wyandotte
men ; the
was there, and had guns on board, and some 70 or
Supply had some 30 men on board and some seven or eight officers.
The wall about the yard is some half a mile in extent, and some 12
or 15 feet high, and you would not think that it could easily be
knocked down ; two sides of the yard were open to the water ; there
were three wooden gates to be def!mded ; but I have no idea that the
party who arrived there that morning would have attacked the yard,
but they would have waited for re-enforcements, which were upon the
road· but the thing, as I understood, was settled before those troops
left the town of Pensacola ; the leaders of the troops had been given
to understand that the yard would be given up to them on their
arrival there.
[Mr. BRANCII objected to the last part of the answer.]
Question. Have you any personal knowledge of that?
Answer. I have it from Mr. Gonzales, the naval storekeeper.
Question. Was Mr. Gonzales's authority in the yard such as to
give him the power to surrender it? Had he any authority to surrender the yard?
Answer. None at all; no one but Commodore Armstrong could do
that.
Question. Had Mr. Gonzales any voice or vote in any way in the
matter?
Answer. No, sir; no one but Commodore Armstrong.
Question. Now, please confine yourself to anything you heard Comunderstood th.at the
Armstrong say in regard to. its
yard would be given up upon the arnval of the troops-anythmg he
said before the troops left Pensacola.
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Answer. Commodore Armstrong, in a conversation I had with him
the day before, seemed to be very much affected; he bad received an
order on the Wednesday before, as it was understood, to be vigilant
in the protection of the public property under his charge, and directing him to confer with the army otficer in command of the fort. He
said, " to think that I should be put in this position with no force to
defend this place ; here I am ordered to be vigilant in the protection
of it, and have no force to do it." He seemed to be complaining of
being placed in such a position ; he talked some time about it. I
know very well, from the many conversations I bad with him, that he
was very anxious to have been in a condition to have defended the
place, and I had no idea that he would have given it up if he could
have kept it; but be had no assistance there; the mechanics and
laborers were all on the other side.
By the CHAIRMAN:
Question. All secessionists?
Answer. All secessionists; that is, the majority of secessionists was
so large that the others had nothing to say. I know there were a
few there who would have liked to have defended the yard, but they
would not dare to say so.
Question. A few of the mechanics?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. You were about saying something a few· minutes ago
aboutits being understood at Pensacola, before the troops were marched
that it would be surrendered to them. And you·
down to the
were about telling what i)fr. Gonzale11 said. And then you stopped
to anRwer an inquiry as to his having any power to surrender too
yard. Will you state what he did say?
[Mr. BRANCH objected to that, inasmuch, as it appeared, that Mr.
Gonzales bad no power to surrender the yard. Objection overruled
by the chairman.l
Answer. Mr. Gonzales resigned the morning the yard was given•
up. He told me that evening in his own house.
Question. The evening after the surrender?
Answer. Yes, sir. I took supper with him there. He told me that
he did not like the way the thing had been managed. He said it was
all arranged in town that Commodore Armstrong should remain, and
allow the work to go on as usual in the yard; the bell would ring, and
the workmen would come in, and everything go on in the yard as
usual. They would simply take formal possession of the yard, let
everything go on as usual, and march down to Fort Barrancas and
quarter their troops there; let tho government soldiers stand sentry
as usual in the yard, and they would not take military possession
of it.
Question. Did he say this was the understanding at Pen.sacola?'
Answer. '!'his was the understanding between him and I do not
know who else on the government side, if anybody. But he, Colonel
Lomax, Major Chase, Captain Randolph, and all those men. He
knew everything that was going on, there iR no doubt about that. He·
was in a position to know everything that was going on.
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Question. The point is, he simply stated that there was such an understanding.
.
Answer. Yes, sir; but no such understanding w1th Commodore
Armbtrong.
Question. He did not say there was?
Answer. No, sir. No one who knows Commodore Armstrong
would suspect anything of the kind. .
Ar!Dstrong
pressed himself frequently enough as bemg agamst secess10n, as bemg
very much opposed to their movements.
By Mr. DAwES:
Question. What where they to do if the things were to go on as
before?
·h b ·
Answer. The idea was this: to let the mechanics go on w1t t en
work. They bad not been paid for two months, and it was thought
that if they were allowed to go on with their work, they would receivo
their pay from the government; they would receive their provisions
from the navy yard. But now they were all thrown out of employ.
U · d
Question. Would everything remain in the possessiOn of the mte
States?
.
Answer. I do not know what they would do, perhaps
with the United States government. But they would fix thmgs so
that they cou.Jd have possession whenever they
a mind to take
The idea was simply to take possess10n, but not
the troops inside. Mr. Gonzales said the troops
not to come m
at all. "But," said he," they changed the whole.th•ng down at the
gates." It of course left the impression on my
that they had
been given to understand that there would be no res1stance made at
the yard. And Mr. Gonzales discovering that the yard would not be
defended from his intimacy with Commander Farrand Mr. Gonzales
would udderstand everything that was going to be done.
By the CnAIRMAN:
Qut>stion. What afterwards became of those officers who were in
command of the yard prior to the surrender?
Answer. What became of them?
Question. We know that you are. here; we understand _that Commodore Armstrong and Surgeon B1shop are here; where 1s Mr. Far·
rand?
· h' h
Answer. Commander Farrand remains there and lives m 18 ouse
as usual. The officers there occupied houses in the yard, thirteen in
a row.
Question. Does he have any control in the yard?
Answer. I do not know, except from hearsay.
Question. lias Commander Farrand resigned, or do you ltnow?
Answer. I do not know.
Question. I mean his commission under the United States?
AnRwer. I only know from hearsay; he did not tell me himself
that he had resigned.
.
Question. Was it understood in Pensacola that he had res1gned?
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Answer. It was understood that he had.
Question. Prio! to the
of the yard, or subsequently?
Answer. No, s1r; not pnor. He was on duty when the yard was
surrend,ered. He was the officer that conduc.ted the party to the commodore office. He _wa.s on duty then, weanng his uniform.
Quest10n. The Un1ted States uniform?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. \Vas Lieutenant Renshaw also on duty at the time he
ordered the flag to be hauled down ?
sir; as first l!eutenant of the yard.
Questwn. Dtd he have on h1s uniform?
f Ans'":er. Yes, sir; that is to say, I will not be sure that he was in
umform. He had on part uniform. He bad on an overcoat
whwh
him up so that I could not see whether his dress coat
was
or not. His vest was of the government uniform.
Questwn. Do you understand that he has resigned?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. You do not know of your own know led 0ere I suppose?
Answer. I have no _means ?f knowing . . I met th e 'surgeon of the
yard, who left there s1nce I d1d, and he sa1d he had resigned. There
was another officer attached to that Atation, Dr. Spotswood, an old
surgeon. He was the surgeon of the hospital and had an assistant
named Carrington. They were at the
half a. mile from the
navy yard.
Question. Was the hospital surrendered?
Answer. Yes, sir; the commodore surrendered everything under
his command.
Question. What has become of Mr. Renshaw?
Answer. He is there.
Question. In command?
No, sir; Captain Randolph is in command.
Questwn. Is he in the service of the authorities there?
Answer. I only know from what I have heard
Question. Has he a family there?
·
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Living in the yard?
Answer. Yes, sir; as he did before. Commander Farrand is there
with his family.
By Mr. BRANCH :
Question. Do any others of the old officers continue to live in the
yard?
. Answer. All of
None of
moved out except those that
Dr. B1shop moved to Phtladelphia. The chaplain lives
1n Georg1a, and he told me he was going to leave· and the commodore told me t?at he came along with him, and 'they separated at
Atlanta, Georg1a.
By the CHAIRMAN:
Question. Is Dr. Spotswood still there?
. 4nswer: Yes, sir;
the hospital. Dr. Carrington, who is a Virgiman, satd that he d1d not know what he was going to do.
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Question. You do not knl)w whether he is there or not?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. Can you name any others who are there?
Answer. I do not know what became of the sailmake r, boatswai n,
and gunner ; they lived in the yard.
Question. Were the officers treated as prisoners of war after the
surrende r; that is, were they restraine d of their liberty to go at large,
or required to give their parole, or anything of that kind?
Answer. They told me they had given their parole. I did not give
any. Neither did Mr. Musgrav e, an engineer , who was my assistant .
I do not know the reason why they did not exact it from us, unless it
was because we slipped away in such a hurry, before they made this
arrangem ent. One reason, perhaps, was because I was not regularl y
attached to the yard, but only there on special duty.
Question. Do you know from your own knowledge that any officer
was required to give his parole; not from what you have heard?
Answer. No, sir; except that Dr. Bishop said he did.
Question . Did you hear any of them give it?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. Was it generall y understood that that was done?
Answer. I saw one, written by Major Chase, given to an army
officer who arrived there with despatches the evening that I left, but
who overtook me on his return, and came along to Washing ton with
me.
By Mr. BRANCH:
Question. A parole?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. A permit you mean?
Answer. It read, "on your parole of honor not to commun icate,"
&c.
By the CHAIRMAN :
Question. w·ith regard to this permit that Major Chase gave to
him-it was a sort of passport , was it not?
Answer. It allowed him to pass-saf e conduct, it said, through the
country, on to Washing ton, or home, somethin g of that kind; wherever
.
he chose t{) go.
cate
commum
not
sh?ul.d
be
that
condition
the
imposed
It
Question .
with any governm ent officer there at the port, d1d 1t?
Answer. He went there with despatches for Commodore Arms_trong,
.arriving there at night about 12 o'clock, and theY: arrested .h1m
next morning at the hotel, and would not allow h1m to dehver h1s
despatches.
By Mr. REYNOLDS:
Question. Did they take his despatches from him?
Answer. Major Chase demanded them, and he refused to give them
go do":a
up. After some conversation they concluded that he
h
Randolp
qaptam
to
es
to the navy yard and deliver the despatch
Captam
and
so,
d1d
He
ng.
Armstro
ore
Commod
of
the presence
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Randolp h opened them and read them, but not aloud. Lieutena nt
officer, said he did not know what the despatches
the
containe d, as he dtd not bear them read; only saw Captain Randolp h
open them.
Question. Were they then returned to this officer?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. What became of them?
.Answer. I do not know.
By the CHAIRMAN :
Question. Were Captain Watson' s marines and the mechanics and
the laborers all there wben you left?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Inside of the yard?
laborers and the mechanics there, or the
Answer. No.,
most of them, .JOmed m w1th the forces that took possession, and went
to unspike the guns. I saw them marchin g
down .to Fort
gate With t?e1r tools-th e machinists and the carpenters.
out of
QuestiOn. How far 1s Fort Barranca s from the yard?
Answer. Just a mile.
Question. Who had spiked those guns?
Lieutena nt Slemmer , of the army.
QuestiOn. When was this done?
Answer. On ·wednes day, or after Wednesd ay. The yard was delivered up on Saturday , and on Wednesd ay Lieutena nt Slemmer received
some orders.
By Mr. BRANCH:
Question. That is, the Wednesd ay before?
Answer. es, sir; he received orders the same day that Commodore
Armstro ng d1d: He took possP.ssion of Fort Pickens on Thursda y, and
on that very .mgbt that fort was have been taken possession of by a
party of Flonda people there. Lieutena nt Slemmer took his measures
so that he got ahead of them, and they were very much exaspera ted to
fin d they had lost possession of that fort.

By the CHAIRMAN :
Question . He abandon ed Fort Barranc as?
Yes, sir, and carried all the stores that he could across to
Fort P1ckens ; some stores he destroyed and spiked the guns
officers
knowledge that
no
Question. While .you
of the yard who hved m Waslung ton and other places beina put
that
under parole, you say that you understood from general
such was the case?
Answer. Yes, sir j they told me.so themselves the night I left the
I told Dr. B1shop I was gomg away that evening. He asked
had put me on parole, and I said no, they had not. He
put me on parole." I saw D r. Bishop here last
they
he was under parole, a written parole of honor not
sa;1d
he
ntght, and
to take part agamst Florida, &c.; no limited time, but
ed as a
9uestwn . Was anything said about his being exchan•Y
0
prisoner of war?
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Answer. No, sir.
.
.
Question. Just an indefinite parole not to take part aga1.nst Flonda?
Answer. Yes, sir ; he said that M:ajor Chase or Captatn Randol ph
asked him if he would offer his assistance as surgeon to their troops,
as an act of humanity they said. He said he would offer his assistance to anybody as an
of humanity, but he would not
an order
to do it. And he was given to understand that they dtd not want
him there then ; so he said he better leave. .
.
.
Question. He would not acknowledge theu authonty to tssue any
order?
Answer. He said he would not obey any order of theirs. .
Question. Was Captain Randolph there at the yard any ttme pre•
vious to the day of surrender and after you went there?
Answer. No, air; he arrived there with the troops, as I unierstood.
Question. l•'rom where did you understand that he came?
Answer. From Alabama.
Question. You do not know what time he was said to have resigned
his commission in the navy?
Answer. I understood it was a month or two previous, a few weeks
before this happened. I understood that he was a Virginian, but had
property in Alabama, and
and offered his services to Alabama.
Question . .How did you get the impression that Lieutenant .Renshaw
and Commander Farrand had resigned? You stated that you had no
knowledge of it.
Answer. They did not tell me they had resigned.
.
Question. How did you get the impression that they had restgned?
Answer. From what I was told.
Question. Was it general rumor?
Answer. It was general talk in the town when I left. I left on
Sunday evening. Pensacola is nine miles from the navy yard. The
people around there knew them well, and said they had resigned.
Lieut. Renshaw married in Pensacola, and he was well known there.
Question. Did they state when he bad resigned?
Answer. No, sir; be was on duty on Saturday when the yard was
delivered up, because he gave the order that the flag should be hauled
down.
By Mr. CoCHRAN.E:
Question. Were you there when Randolph was attached to the
yard?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. How long afterwards were you there?
Answer. I do not know.
Question. A bout how long do vou think?
Answer. I do not know when he was there. I think he was there
somewhere along from 1855 to 1857. I think he was there somewhere
about two years. I was at the yard in 1848, 1851, 1852, and
in 1860. He was not there during those years. When he came m,
most of the master workmen came np to him and shook bands with
him, as if they knew him.
.
.
.
Question. lie had not been there for some time prevwus to thts?
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No, sir ; not for two or thtee years.
Questwn. How long previous to
surrender of the yard was it
that the matter of an attack upon it, or auy danger to the yard, had
been conversed about or expected?
Answer. Well, perhaps a week or ten days; occasionally perhaps
fo! three or four weeks previous some one would say ,: well
will take this yard," but no one
much attention to it:
there, told me pE-rhaps a month before; anys he, "we will take this
yard." I asked him who was going to take it. He said, "we will
find enough to take it."
Question. How long before it was surrendered do you think there
was reason for serious apprehension ?
Answer. Two or three days.
Question. Only two or three days?
Answer. 'l'hat is all.
Quest.ion. In that time could preparations for its defence have been
made wtth your means there !l
Answer. We could not have defended it aaainst any respectable
force.
o
Was there time, with your means, to prepare for defence
agamst what force you supposed mio-ht be brouo-ht ao-ainst you?
Answer. No, sir; I take my
I beard people
say. They said. they could get so many troops from Alabama-so
many from M:obtle; &o many from .Montgomery. They said they
could have a thousand troops there at once. We could not dettmd the
wall aga:inst that number of troops.
Question .. Do you know whether, at any period that apprehension
was entertamed of danger to the yard, information to that effect was
sent to Washington?
Ans.wer. No, sir; I do not know of any information being sent to
Washmg!<>n at all. The thing was not generally known that troops
were commg there, or on the way, except to those who were in the
. Mr. Gonnles told me that he knew all about it. The troops
amved
Pensacola at 9 o'clock on Friday night.
QuesttOn. How long before the surrender of the yard was it that
came to Commodore Armstrong, requiring him to be vigilant to defend the yard?
Answe1·. He received the despatches on the Wednesday mornino0
before
yard was surrendered on Saturday.
QuestiOn. Before these despatches were received had there been any
serious
of danger to the yard?
'
Answer. No, str; because it was not believed that they would
make any such attempt.
Question. After they were received, was it believed that there would
be a.n attack?
No, sir; not generally believed by the officers.
Questwn. After those despatches were received, were preparations
made for defence?
Answer.. The only preparatiol!- I know of was this, which I had
from Captam Watson, of the mannes: He said that he had been sent
for by Commodore Armstrong, and that the commodore wanted him
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to put on an extra force on different parts ?f the wall.. Captain Watson told me that he bad stationed men, w1th orders, m case they saw
anybody lurking around the wall, not to fire a .gun,
to
for the
sergeant of the guard, and
would commumca.te tt tmmedtately to
Captain Farrand, the executtve officer of the yard.
Question. Was there any formal surrender by Commodore Armstrong?
Answer. No, sir; I knew nothing about the surrender; .no offi cer
knew anything about it, except Commander FarraDd and Lteutenant
Renshaw · no other officer was present.
Were any of the arms delivered up?
Answer. Everything .
·
Question. 'l'he side arms of the officers?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. Any arms that constituted public property was d ertvere d
up?
Answer. Yes, sir; all public property was d el'1vered up.
Question. But not the private arms of the o.fficers_?
Answer. No, sir; some of the officers were tn tb.etr quarters at the
time.
Question. Where were the marines?
.
Answer. In their quarters, a quarter of a mile off from the commodore's office.
Question. What became of them ?
.
Answer. On Saturday they were allowed to walk about thetr quarter!! there.
Question. Did they surrender?.
.
.
.
Answer. I was standincr outstde talkmg wtth Captam Watson
when an officer arrived to take possession of his quarters, and I saw
him deliver them up to Colonel Lomax.
Question. Did the men surrender? .
Answer. With the men and everythmg.
By Mr. REYNOLDS:
QueAtion. Did they deliver up their arms?.
.
Answer. I do not know whether they delivered up thetr arms or
not· but I understood that they delivered up everythmg.

'

By Mr. CocnRANE:
Question. What became of them?
.
Answer. The steamer Wyandotte and stores?ip Supply were lymg
in the stream at anchor. The Supply was lymg close under Fort
Pickens, delivering stores there.
Question. Were the marines transferred on board. those
Answer. On the day of the surrender, those sh1ps went
left the harbor and anchored outside of it. The next day, m !he
morning,
the Wyandotte came in with a flag of truce,
the first lieutenant of the Supply on board, as a
Cap
ta.in Walke, commandin g the Supply. He sent hts
on board the "\Vyandotte, as a mei!E'enger to the
tn the
yard, whoever they were, Captain Randolph or
Chase. The
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commander of the Wyandotte is the junior of the commander of the
Supply. I was there when he landed. lie had an interview with
Captain Randolph, Major Chase, and
Lomax, on the wharf,
where he landed. After about twenty mmutes' conversation, they
allowed him to pass the guard, and he went up to the commodore's
He soon returned with the commodore, down to the wharf
agam, and there they all met. After some conversation, this lieutenant, Daniels, passed the guard and said, "now, if you want to go
along, come on boarcj the Supfly; we have permission to take everybody that wisbet1 to leave."
saw Commodore Armstrong a moment
or two afterwards, and asked him if any one could go aboard the
Supply that chose, and he said, "yes; they have consented to let the
officers and their families go aboard the Supply, such as choose to
leave."
Question. Did they leave?
Answer. They were packing up, expecting to go that evening.
Question. What became of the marines?
Answer. They were
to go aboard the Supply; but whether
they \Vtre allowed to take thetr arms or not, I do not know. Captain
Watson. said the mari_nes were going on board the Supply.
Question. Where d1d the Supply and Wyandotte lay at the time of
the surrender of the yard?
Answer. The Supply lay under Fort Pickens, deliverincr supplies
to the fort. 'rhe Wyandotte lay nea.re1· to the yard.
o
Question. Had either of them any armament?
The Wyandotte bad four guns, and some small arms.
QuestiOn. Could she, at any time, have been put in position to defend the yard ?
Answer. No, sir, I think not, without knocking down tho buildincrs
in the
a.nd endangering the property in the yard.
tJ
QuestiOn. Could she at any time, by any. position given to her, have
brought her
to bear upon any attack10g force upon the yard?
Answer. No, str.
Question.
she nor the Supply?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. Then your opinion is that the Supply and W yaudotte
were both useless in the defence of the yard?
Answer. Yes, sir, as ships.
Question. Could their guns have been removed to the yard for its
defence?
.Auswer. Not in time, after the despatches were received.
Question. Could they at any time?
Answer. They could have been landed and placed at the gates.
Question. How long a time would that occupy?
Answer. About a day.
Question. With the yard thus defended, could it have been held
against an attacking force?
Answer. I think not, because they could have knocked the wall
down at any place, and make other gates;· or they could climb over
the wall, as it was not very high.
Question. Then you think that, with all the means at command at
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tbo.t time, the yard could not have been defended against an attacking force?
Answer. I think the force there that morning WQuld not have attacked us if they had supposed that we would defend the yard. They
many
might have overpowered us, but. we would have killeu a
of them before they got poRsesswn of the yard. But I thmk they
woulu have waited for rc-eniorceruents; they were arriving there every
day; a company arrived there that evening, and another the following
day. I base my opinion upon the fact that the .mechanics, 125 men,
would not have fought on the side of the authorities of the yard.
By Mr. DAWES:
Question. Where were you standing when you first heard of the
approach of these forces to the gate?
AnRlVer. I was standing with Commander Farrand, in conversation
with him, in front of one of the houses there-I think in front of
Pierson's house.
Question. How far from the gate?
Answer. Well, perhaps eighty rods.
Question. You stated that a messenger, or somo ouo, approached
tbe C(Jmmander while you were talking with him. State what he said
to him.
Answer. He seemed to come in a hurry, and said, "they are coming," or" they are here." Commander Farrand seemed to be aware
who they were, for he said, "I have got to go and receive them," or
of that sort. I said, "who are they? Are the troops
here?" He said "yes;" and I followed on after him.
Question. You followed him to the gate?
Answer. He started in advance, and it was after he started that I
asked who they were. And then I went on to see.
Question. What transpired at the gate?
Answer. I saw there two gentlemen inside the gate; they had been
admitted inside the small
Question. What two gentlemen?
Answer. Randolph aod Campbell.
Question. What was the conversation there?
Answer. Commander Farrn.nd met them very cordially, and shook
handR with them, and smiled and laughed; and turned around and
conducted them to the commodore's office.
Question. Did they say anything to him?
Answer. I did not hear them say anything.
Question . Did he say anything to them?
Answer. He received them very cordially, and I thought from his
manner that he was glad to see them.
Question. Did he ask them to accompany him?
to them; he seemed to know
Answer. I do not know what he
what be had to do, and they seemed to know what they came for.
Question. Did you accompany them to the commodore's quarters?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. You said you were outside when they were there.
Answer. Those were the commissioners .
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Question. Will you rehearse that whole matter aaain?
office and I
Answer. They started to go down to the
went out. of the gates to take a look at the troops and spen't some
twenty nunutes or more looking at them. They ,;ere some distance
off; had halted, perhaps, a quarter of a mile from the ga.te. I went
down !here, stood a moment, and walked 11ltck aaain · and when I got
with these two genI found Commander Farrand just return
emen, and they came outside of the gate. In rhe meantime Colonel
omax, and one or two of his officers, had left the troops and ridden
up to the gate. They had an interview with the others then but
I do not know. The gates were then opened, and' they
what.was
rhode 10, leav10g the tr?ops outside. While they were in the yard,
t e troops took possesswn of the magazine outside.
Questwn. T hose officers proceeded where?
Answer. They proceeded to the commodore's office. I saw them
go there.
Question. How long were they in the office ?
b Answer. Two or three minutes, perhaps five minutes· it could not
minutes. When Lieut. Henshaw ca::Ue out, I was
ave 7xceeded
standmg there, w1th perhaps a dozen others. One was an editor of a
Pensacola paper ; another was the master machinist of the yard and
a
others. I think Cnptain Pierson was there; he wM
ca:ptaiD, but he was generally called so, as he was an old master.
Lt_eut. Renshaw came out and beckoned to the watchman · "here "
'
'
sa1<l he, "haul that fiag down."
Question. When did you next see the commodore after this?
About half an hour aftgrwanls, I think.
Questwn. 'What was be doina?
Colonel
Answer. I met him in the yard, in front of l1ia
Lomax went back aud marched the troops in
·
Question . What was doue then?
Answer. The troops_ marched around. to the other gate, the gate
that leads to the manna barracks, whJCh were outside of the wall
They marched around there, and the men were drawn up in.
yard. I went out to see Captain Watson who commanded
stde of
and Colonel
and in a few minutes the gate swuna
the
Lomax rode out and took charge. Captain w;tson said, "I have
orders to surrender the place, and here comes the person I am to surrencler to."
give up his sword?
did he
Question.
No! Str; he was m undress uniform, without his sword.
.. D1d you say that these forces appeared there at 9 o'clock
on linday mght?
They were at Pensacola at that time, nine miles off.
Questwn. When was it first known at the yard that they were at
Pensacola?
Officially, do you mean?
Questwn. No;_ known in any way.
I heard of it as soon as any one. A. gentleman
.. I
.
!•vtng out.stde of the yal'd, a citizen, had been up to town, and I made
1t my busmess to see him. I had heard it rumored that there were

t

•

46

NA.VA.L FORCE OF THE UNITED STATES.

troopa coming. Tie said the troops were .expected
in Pensacola,
at 9 o'clock, but he said he would not watt: He said t?at Mr. Jamesby the way, there were two officers
not. mentiOn: Mr. James,
assistant engineer, and Mr. Abert, CIVIl
son of
Abert here-he said that Mr. James was 1n. town,
would wa1t
until the ttain arrived. :twent up to Captam Watson s house and
told him what I bad beard. He said be did not know whether to believe it or not; whether it was so or
a rum?r. Then I called
at :Mr. James's house) between lG and 11 o clock, 10 hopes he had .returned but he bad not arrived, and I went home. The next mornmg
I saw irr. Jame11 and be said be had got down to the yard about 12
o'clock. I think he said he went right to
commodore and told
him that the troops had arrived, some 300 be said.
Question. What was then done? This surrender took
about
half-past one o'clock Saturday afternoon. What was done dunng the
forenoon in the yard ; anything
.
,
Answer. No, sir. But I beard In the mornmg
o cl?ck, or
I saw Captain Watson, and he said he bad had an mterVIew with the
commodore who had told him that there were. troops on the way
down. He' said he had inquired
great
1f there were troops,
and they said "no." He said he did not believe that there were
troops, but that it was only a rumor, got up to alarm them. He sai.d
he had heard at one time that there were troops up at the bayou, as 1t
was called but it l)ad turned out that there were none there.
Was there
going on in the yard that forenoon
that indicated any greater vigilance than before?
.
Answer. No, sir; there could not have been anythmg :l.one that
forenoon. There were extra posts established, and the sentnes were
all at their posts. The troops arrived there as early, perhaps, as 11
o'clock.
Question. Was that the time you saw the commiSSioners at t he
gate?
,
f
Answer. No, sir; that must have been near 12 o clock,
a .ter.
Question. Do you know whether there was any
between the fort and the
and Supply durmg the mr;ht?
Answer. Which night?
Question. Friday night.
. .
.
Answer Yes sir· there was constant commumcat10n all the time.
Dd
know of any communication betw.een
Armstrong and the Supply, or the Wyandotte, on Fnday mght?
Answer. I only know what Commander Farrand told me.
Question. What was that?
.
.
.
"
Answer. He told me on Saturday mormng th1s: Said
I can
do nothing hare· I wanted to have an officer arrested last mght, and
'
. .,
the commodore would
not d o 1t.
.
Question. What did Command&r Farrand say to you m reference
to the communication between the Supply and Wyandotte, and the
yard, during the night?
.
d
Answer . .( was going on to state how the
commence ·
Commander Farrand said he was sent for the evenmg before to go to
the commodore's house, and there he had met Lieutenant Erben from
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the Supply. lie said the lieutenant had come there to ask the comper?lission tog? outside in the
and destroy the powder
1D the magazme, so that 1t should not fall1nto the hands of these forces
lieutenant said, "I have been down to Fort Barrancas to assist
L1eutenant Slemmer to carry the stores to Fort Pickens and I have
destroyed a
many of. the stores that I could not
over, and
some powder.
He also satd, "two boats came there, watching my
movements, and if they had. come near enough I would have fired into
them." Commander Farrand said he told the lieutenant that if be
had do.ne so he would have done very wrong, for it would have created
an exCitement there. He said that Lieutenant Erben said to him
"I did.not come here to have any conversation with you," and said
s?meth10g about Commander Farrand being connected with the oppoSlte party. Commander Farrand said he would not stay there and
walked out. He said
followed him
and
what he bad before
about his bemg connected w1th the opposite
P!lrty, and that he dtd not come there to have any conversation with
him.
Did :you learn what the commodore said to the request
of this heutenant tor leave to destroy the powder in the maaazine ?
No, sir; no more than from hearsay; I was
present.
QuestiOn. Is that all you know in reference to the communication
between the ships and the yard?
Answer. That is all I know about the comruunicati<'n that Friday
night between the ships and the yard.
Question. Do you know of any communication that passed between
them on the morning of Saturday ?
Answer. No,. sir; except that I understood that the \Vyandotte and
the Supply received orders to leave the harbor immediately on the yard
being taken possession of by these forces.
Question. From whom?
Answer. From Commodore Armstrong, I understood.
Question. When did they receive this order ?
Answer. Before the yard was surrendered-t o lt>ave the harbor as
soon as the yard was surrendered.
Question. When did they receive the orders?
Answer. I understood they received them that morning.
By the CHAIRMAN :
Question. Saturday morning?
Answer. Yes, sir.
By Mr. DAWES:
Question. Do
know what reason was given for that order ?
Answer. No, su; except that I understood the orders were for the
ships to leave the harbor as soon as the yard was surrendered and
proceed to their stations. 'rhey did not belong in
the
Supply came there for supplies for the squadron at Vera Cruz; the
Wyandotte came there for repairs; I think she was taken out of the
dock on Thursday, and immediately went to the assistance of Lieutenant Slemmer, transporting things to Fort Pickens. She had been

•

48

. NAVAL FORCE OF THE UNITED STATES.

employed two days in that way, and Commodore Armstrong gave
.
them orders to proceed to their stations.
Question. 'fhese orders were given on Saturday mornmg?
Answer. Yes, sir; I understood tha.t it was done so that they should
not fall into the hands of these people. The commodore would not
have been able to have given them any orders after the yard had been
given up. I understood the order was that, in case the yard was
taken possession of, they should leave the harbor.
By the CnAIRML'i :
Question. So as to save the ships?
to go; for, acAnswer. Yes, sir; so that they should know
cording to naval regulations, they could not leave without the or(ler
of the commoJore, and he could not issue an order after the yard had
been taken possession of.
By 1\1r. DAWES:
Question. And he issued this order expecting that he would be
.
.
.
compelled to surrender?
Answer. Yes, sir; and to prevent the sh1ps from falling mto the
hands of the enemy.
ELBRIDGE LAWTON,

Chief Engineer U. S . Navy.

FRIDAY,

Janua1·y 25, 1861.

WILLIAM S. BrsnoP sworn and examined.
By the Cn.AIRMAN:
Question. Are you an officer in the United States navy? ·
Answer. I am passed assistant surgeon, and h,ave been on d_?ty at
the Pensacola navy yard as acting surgeon since September, 18o9.
been connected with the Pensacola
Question. H ow. long had
.
.
no vy yard immediately precedmg the surrender?
Answer. I•'rom September, 1859, until the day of capitulatiOn. I
was ordered out to the hospital there in ·l\farch, 1859, and was transferred from the h ospital to the yard in September, 1859.
Question. The hospital at that yard?
Answer. No, sir; it is a mile below the yard. There are tw_o sets
of medical officers-a surgeon at the yard, and a surgeon and assistant
suraeon at the hospital.
Question. Are they all under one jurisdiction?
Answer. All under command of the commandant of the naval
station all Pensacol:l.Question. All under command of Commodore Armstrong?
d t
h
.
.
Answer. Yes, sir.
that t e ya.r a
Question. At what time did you first
made?
Pensacola was to be attacked, or a demand for 1ts
Answer. The first rumors that we had were after the se1zure of the
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forts in Alabama. Then it WBS merely rumored or talked about that
occupancy would be of the forts and yards at Pensacola.
the
Questwn. Do you recollect the time when those forts were taken?
It was about the 8th or 9th of January. I will not be
positive. I think it was on the 8th of January that Fort Morgan
and the forts in Alabama were seized.
Question. Did these rumors continue to come down to the time of
the surrender?
. Answer. It was a matter of common talk, amongst the people outSide and _every one connected, that the next attempt would be upon
the forts In the bay of Pensacola.
Qt;testion. When did you first learn that the troops of Alabama, or
Flonda, or whatever they were, had arrived at Pensacola?
Answer. On the night of the 11th was the first information that I
had from any source of the arrival of the Alabama force&.
By Mr. CoCHRANE:
Question. What day of the week was that?
Answer. Friday, the day before the capitulation which was on
'
Saturday.
By the CrrAIRMAN:
Question. At what time did the troops arrive at the yard on
Saturday?
10 o'clock. I will not be positive, though, as
Answer.
to the exact ttme. It may have been earlier. It may have been 9
o'clock.
Question. About what time was tl1e fiag hauled down?
must have been within an hour and a half or so
Answer.
the troops. I saw nothing of the circumstances
arnval
after
attendmg tbe pulhng down of the fiag. I did not leave the quarters
got through my duties at the dispensary in the morning.
after I
1t was about 12 or 1 o'clock that the fiag was pulled down.
I
Questwn. Were you present when the commissioners as they were
'
called, made their demand?
Answer. No, sir; I was not.
Question. You were at your own quarters?
.. At my own quarters. :\S soon as I found that the troops
wer.e arn.vmg I went there, and d1d not lf'ave them until after the
and the colors hauled down, and the. yard
was
of the Florida troops.
m the
Questwn. Were the troops marched into the yard after the surrender?
After the capitulation they were marched through.
Quest10n. The whole body of soldiers?
Answer. The whole body of them, from the north gate to the west
gate: They marched through the yard, and on to the outside, to the
marme barracks, and part of them were quartered there part were
left _at the north gate, and the balance were sent on to Fort Barrancas
'
a mile further west.

H. Rep. Com. 87-4
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Question. These barracks were un er e co mmand of Commodore
Arm stron g?
b
ks They were under the comAnswer. Not the Barrancas
abandoned them and gone
man d of I:ieu tenan t
without a sonl there. E':ery one
to Fort Pickens. They p· k
bad been removed to Fort IC ens, 1'f my memory serves me nght , on
the 9th?
f h Unit ed States officers and men -the
0
Question. Wha t
t
called, after the surrender,
mechanics and men lD or mary ' . theyf are
h ard?
and the troops bad
Supply. Those of the
Answer. The mann es wen
went
on
board the Supply also.
ordinary men that saw pr?per
h'
?
.
1s
1P
.
Question. The Supp
. . ly
h a storesState
s storesbip
Supp1y, tb t b a p·
Answer. Yes, su' t e U n.ited
.
and coal tor the squadron aat Vera
pened to be there to take
wives that happened to be there ,
Cruz. The forward officers
h ld to the yard by interest or attac hand all
men who ":ere
:is wife -wen t on boar d. the Supply.
t the time of the capitulation, and bad
He w.as .ther e with ts Wl e a The wives
Lieu tenan t Slemmer and
permiSSIOn to. go on board. officers atofFort
Pickens, were
on
Lieu tenan t Gilman, the
lke of the Supply, under the
board the Supply·
a '
elf of takin g those ladies,
stances, took the respons.tb1}Ity ·rpo nonhims
board the Supp ly' to retur n
and the officers and their
there on the 16th , the suppo·
with them to New York.
to New
soon.
.
sition was that they
ble number of the officers of the Umt ed
Question. Did any .consi era that is take servi
Rtates go over to the lCva ders d Far; and Lieu ce under them ?
tenan t Renshaw, and
Answer. None but
Pierson: These three gentlemen
the master ?f the Y.ar. '
remained in the yu.rd.
resigned the1r co!DmlsSions
•t of the Florida. forces?
Question. SubJe.ct toCtbe
Jolp h who ia an Alabamian, is in
Answer. Yes, sir.
aptam an
'
charge of the yard.
. R d lph been connected with the yard
Question. Had Captum an
since you went there ?
He was on duty there when I
Answer. Not these
tw.o years. nd art of 1854. He was on
WI\S on duty at tdhe
in 1853 and part
duty as com man er' an wt
of 1854..
II h d not been there since September' 1859?
QAuestiOn. Noe
. not since the period I spoke of?
·
D!Id
come with the troops?
ues 10n.
Ans,ver. Yes, sir.
h b n stationed rece ntly?
Question.
sea duty for the last four or five
since the time I speak of.
fears , an
h 1
fficer in the navy ?
Question. Is e st'll
h
d J·udg1·ng from the date of his redigN
·r
·
ne Answe:. ?' Sl ' e restg
d ·
to
-b
nation given 1n the papers ut a day or two before he ha time
reach Pensacola..

..w;:n
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Question. Whe n did Commander Farr and resig
Answer. My own impression of the capta in's n?
it was on Sunday, the 13th insta nt, thou gh the resignation is, that
here is obsc ure- on the 15th , 1 thin k; Tuesday.date of the teleg raph
Question. Did he resign by teleg raph ?
Answer. He must have done so, I think .
Question. Did Lieu tenan t Renshaw resign at the
same time ?
Answer. No, sir; be did not resign, I think
the 16th, the day I came away. I will not be, until the morning of
however, for it is not a fact that my a.tten tion waspositive about that,
be bad not resigned on the 14th ; he may have called to. I know
done so on the 15th ,
but 1 think it was on the 16th .
Question. He had not resigned on the 14th ?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. This Captain Pierson, was be an
r of the yard ?
Answer. Yes, sir; an officer out of the lineoffice
one of those old masters who have been in of promotion. He is
the service for years.
They are spoken of as "ma sters out of the
of prom otion ," to distin_guish them from the passed midshipmen,line
who are promoted.
Question. Still he was, to all inten ts and purposes,
a commissioned
officer?
Answer. Yes, sir, or a warr ant officer; I do not
know which.
Question. Do you know when he resig ned?
Answer. I think it was on l\1onda.y the 14th , or
probably on Tuesday the 15th.
Question. Did the marines go on board the Supp
Answer. Yes, sir; their captain, Captain Watsly?
on, left the yard
with Commodore Arm stron g and myself, and
far as Atla nta, Georgia.. Ther e he took the came alon g with us as
route to Sava nnah , in
order to go to New York by sea.. His wife's healt
she was not able to bear the railroad travel, and h was delicate, and
he left us at Atla nta
and took that route.
Question. Do yon know the circumstances
Wats on and his marines, and the officers who under which Captain
left- do you know the
circumstances unde r which they left; were they
required to give
paro le?
Answer. The officers that did not remain gave
their parole of
honor not to serve again st the State of Flori da.
Question. That was required of yourself?
Answer. Yes, sir; I have that document with
me.
Question. Will you read it?
Answer. It is as follows:
cc PENSACOLA NAVY

YARD,

" January 14, 1861.
"Pas sed Assistant Surgeon Will iam S. Bish
op, Unit ed State s
navy, havi ng given his parole of honor not to
bear
State of Florida, has permission to leave this nava arms agai nst the
private property, without hindrance or molestatio l station, with his
n.
cc V. M. RAN DOL PH,
cc Oaptain Oommanding Navy Yard
."

52

NAVAL FORC E OF THE Wi'ITED STATES.

Question. Is the time limite d in relation to this pledge
not to serve
again st Florid a, or bear A.rms again st Flori da?
Answer. There is no limit. It is just worded, ''hav ing
given his
parole of honor not to bear arms again st the State of
Question. This refers to the parol e; in tho parole itself
there is no
time given ?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. No provision for the exchange of prisoners?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. That is, the parole is correctly described in that
as being
gener al?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. And that is subst antial ly the form adopted in
the case of
the marines, Captain ·wats on.
Answer. Captain Wats on, Commodore Arms trong , Purse
r Warringto n, and myself were the only officers on duty in
the
yard
of
whom this parole was exacted. Other officers there on
special duty
were not held in the same way, I presume.
Question. They were held, or at lel\st treate d, as
yes?
Answer. Yes, sir; and along with this I brougemplo
ht Captain Randolph 's receipt to me for the instruments, medicines, stores
, and supplies that were under my charge in the Jispe nsary -the
medical storeroom of the station.
Question. That is, of all the property immediately comm
itted to
your
charg
e?
Answer. Yes, sir. On the morning of the 14th I wrote
him the key of the dispensary and the last return I bad , enclosing
bureau here on the 3<.1 of Janua ry, of the stores and made to the
under my charg e; that is on file here in the Bureau of supplies then
Medicine and
Surge ry.
Question. The receipt you speak of?
Answer. The receip yes, sir.
Question. Were anyt, prepa
rations made to defend the yard after
those rumors became curre nt?
Answ
sir.
Quester.
ion. No,
Will
you state what the reason was; whether any preparations were impossible, or it seemed to be a want of
ition?
Answer. It eeemed to me that it was impossible to dispos
make
prepa rations to defend the yard. 'rbe construction of the yard
was
such
as to
show that it was not calculated that any land forces would
attem pt its
captu re from the land side. The yard is a square.
west sides are protected by a twelve-foot brick wall, I The north and
The other sides are open to the sea. The wall is soshould think .
sailo:s used to get over it whenever they wanted a. drunk low that the
a. si:x. or eight foot plank , gettin g up on top and over , by means of
the other side.
I never knew of but one accident from the attem pt, and that
fellow who bad got too much of a load on, and iell down was a voor
when gettin g
over, and broke his leg. '£here
not a gun mounted there , and no
means of moun ting any in that time.
Question. Nothing but amall arms?
Answer. Noth ing but the musk
ets of the marines. All the ordi-
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at all capable, bad been sent to
turne d, and they are there nov
thTeh9th, and had notre of them I h d
d
' w1
lm.
ere were some thirty
up his
now
w;thh
.Lieut
enant
Slemmer, making
men Th
'
.
ance 0 1s men, to about eighty
are
>1 \,gate s opemng from the yard on the north and west-three
sides
inches
a
piehce
of
timbe
r eight
Question. Wh
JUS
nve ng t throu gh.
Ans"' er G atl was the name of the
storekeeper in the yard?
" . onza es.
Quest
know
bhe expre
fend
theion.
yardDoor you
did be
d . whtehth
ssed any wish
Answer
sir.
es1re . at Jt s ould be surren dered ? to defend the
' I
he ever expressed any wish to desistance made. as would b 18
mgsh
that there should be no refor I saw no
atd0 f, every fone. That was mine,
furthe st, ada 's arle
'\V
e e ence o the yard beyond, at
were still
yforce e
every reason to believe that there
break on the road; which
e way down on. the twenty-mile
Question. You had a firm
[ 0 :ttbey darnved afterwards.
defended?
a 1 cou1 not be successfully
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question.
did not desire the surre nder per se f
Sir· o 1 t
A
.d
bodynswer
.
in
tb:
the risk of losing the lives
of everyQuestiOn. Do you think th t 11 l
you-: -that is, do you think th:y aall
with
reta.med, or were some of them
es1re to have the yard
Answer. I cannot answer that
.
tion
with Captain Farra nd wh questwn:
I .know from a conversa1
held for the State
:;
tn
were being
submitted, that his
t tc .
e
questJ
?n of secession was
0
he
go with Alabama.
me was that 1f Alaba ma seceded
Questwn. He would go with Alaba ma?
lie would resign .his commission
•
had
to this surre nder?
Question. You had
;?ft
of Alabama before the 12th.
Answer. Yes, sir· we must h
h d f .
licllyband opendly in bis
a
ama
sece
ed.
A
1s course 1
Quest
ion.
I
would
hardl
remar ks as to what other yeothink
l •t
t proper to.
out of you any
ficers; but I would like tot P 6 may have satddraw
as to partic ular ofofficer
saJ: touching
to
anyth ing you beard any
give .you- that was as to &imself.
gard to
like to ask you, in reAnswer. Lieut enant Re b
_g
n?t until under the
dl&osed to resign, and did
d1d not
I think untt'l the
were there . He
'
'
morn!1mgs,of tch.,ewho
15th.

b
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Question. Do you understand that all these resignations were communicated to the department by telegraph_?
•
Answer. I think they were all commumcated by telegraph, unless
it was Dr. Spotswood's.
Question. Dr. Spotswood?.
.
.
.
Answer. Yes, sir; I think 1t probable h1s res1gnat10n was by letter,
on the day of the capitulation .
Question. He was an
.
Answer. Yes, sir. I thmk h1s res1gnat10n was by le.tter on
day
of the capitulation . From that day there was an InterruptiOn of
communication. But I doubt whether there was any regular post1Ll
communication after the 13th or 15th.
Question. Can you state the amount of arms that were surrendered ?
Answer. Indeed, I cannot. My duties in the !ard were not of a
kind to make me familiar with anything of that ktnd.
By Mr. CocHRANE:
Question. You speak of a capitulation ; I
like to know what
you understand to be the terms of that capitulatiOn ?
.
Answer. I never heard of them; never knew what terms of capttulation were made.
. d' · 1
Question. Then all you know about them were the m
I VIC1ua terms
communicated to you?
Answer. To myself?
.
Question. On giving your parole of honor not to bear arms agamst
Florida?
Answer. Yes, sir; that I was then at liberty to leave.
By the CHAmMAN:
Question. You left there on the 16th?
Answer. On the 16th, in the afternoon.
.
Question. What bad become of all the mechamcs and
?.
Answer. They were all there as busy as they could be m preparmg
th.e yard for defence. It shows the temper that the commodore was
surrounded with.
·
.
. .
Question. Were they emJ?lOJ:e? by the _Flor1da
Answer. Yes, sir; every mdtv1dual, w1th the exceptiOn of
or
four were earnestly at work in clearing out Barrancas and unsp1kmg
the guns, and gettillg ready to defend the place.
. .
Question. They seemed quite as zealous under the new admmtstration as under the old?
Answer. More so; and that was o:ne
I
that entered into the commodore's calculatiOns m takmg h.1s course.
.
Question. From what you know of the temper. o£ !111
men m
and around the yard you would think that
to go
over to the other side would be a strong element m JUStificatiOn of the
course of the commodore?
1 ft
Answer. I think a very strong one, for he would have been e
with nothing hut his
.
.
Qnestion. With enemieR m h1s own household, as It were.

NAVAL FORCE OF THE UNITED STATES.

55

Answer. Yes, sir; with none tbat he could rely upon but the 23
or 25, or 30 muskets that he had in the marine guard
'
Question. Would you make the same remark
Commander
Farrand and Lieutenant Renshaw, as to their zeal under the new
order of
.Answer. No, sir;, I was not there long enough to see them. Captam Farrand and L1eutenant Renshaw would do nothina until they
knew
their resignations had been received and
Questwn. Do you know when they were accepted?
Answer. They were not accepted when I left there I think· for if
they. had been I think I would have heard of it They
both
holdmg .aloof until their resignations were accepted.
Q?est10n. Were soy propositions made to you to enter into the new
serv1ce there?
Answer. I
asked if I was a Floridian, and I said, no. And
I was asked. 1f I would render any services in case of any trouble
there. I satd, that as a humane man I would certainly to any human ?reature suffering; but under orders,
That
the only
questiOn put to me.
Question. You understood it to be impossible for you to come away
peaceably without this parole?
Answer. Without this parole? yes, sir. I wonld not have done it;
I do not suppose I could.
·
9uestion. That is, this arrangemen t was made part of the order of
thmgs-par t of the established authority?
Answer. Yes, sir.
By
DAWES:
When did you say that you thought mail communication
was mterrupted between the navy yard and here?
. Answer. I think fr?m the moment the.y
the transportaof tr.oops. I
that led to the mterrupt10n ; not any dispositiOn to mterfere w1th
mail, but simply from the occupancy of
every
of transportatw n across the break in the road.
Question . When did that occur?
Answer. The first troops from Alabama arrived on the 11th. They
were probably a day or two days in getting that body of men conthem and their baggage, as they best could, across the t,:entymile gap. Probably .they had been there from the 9th to the 11th.
Mr. Lawton was detamed there two days in comina on here and he
0
left after the aurrender.
'
Question. Was there communication between this place and the
navy yard by telegraph?
The telegraph at Pensacola was seized by order of the
governor of Florida, on the 8th, I think.
'
Question. At the navy yard?
A.nswer. There is no
at
navy yard; but at Pensacola,
9 mtles off, the telegraph was seized, If my memory serves me riaht
on the 8th, and a sentry stationed there to overlook every
despatch going and coming.
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By the CHAIRMAN :
Question. Can you state what time it takes for the
passage
of the mail from this city to Pensacola, when there
IS no mterr uption?
·
Answ er. Before the chang e of route , when our mails
came by_the
way of Montgomery Alaba ma, and from there by stage
and
the nver
to Mobile, it was
six to seven days; more frequ ently seven
than six. But from the time the route was _chang ed,
and the mall
sent from Montgomery direct to Pensacola, 1t was five
days.. .A:nd
upon the completion of the break we would have bad
in three or four days from New York to Pensa?ola.
of
route from 1\lontgomery tQ Pensacola, by railro ad,
stage route from Montgomery to Mobile, was made mstea d of the
probably about
two months ago.
Question. You are sure that Commander Farra nd and .
L1eut enant
Rensh aw had entere d the Flori da service before you left?
Answer. Yes, sir; they were in their quart ers.
.
Question. They must have had news, then, of
the acceptance of theu
resign ations ?
Answer. I do not know whether they had or not; or wheth
er they
were holding on in statu
until they
that
news.
But
they were still holdi ng theu quart ers, and still 1n the
occupancy of
them.
By Mr. BRANCH:
Question. When was the yard surren dered ?
Answer. On the 12th.
. .
Question. Do you know of any means _of defence w1thm
reach that
could have been availed of between the t1me that
rumo
the
yard would be attack ed first reached you and the time r
that 1t was
actua lly attack ed?
Answer. Not availa ble for a defence of more than
or
thirty -six hours at the furthe st. It migh t have been availa
ble
for
that
lengt h of time by parle y; but the moment that they
there that arrive d withi n twenty-four hours after the cap1t the. troops
ulahon, no
power that the commodore could ?ave used could have
the
people going over the wall as e.as1ly as ?v.er a. barn- yard
did not knock it down. That 1s my op1n10n, t.houg h I wall, 1f
ta.ry man . Others migh t have seen a better ch.ance for am not a mlhdefence.
Question. Do you know of any
of. det.ence that the government at Wash ingto n could have furms hed 1n time to save
tho yard?
Answer. No, sir.
By the CnAIRMAX:
Question. This was after you had
th.ese rumo
Answer. Yes, sir; the whole was withm four or fivers?days.
S. BISH OP,
Passed .Assistant Su1·geon, United States Navy .
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No.3 .
FRIDAY, Janua ry 25, 1861.
JAMF.S ARMSTRONG sworn and examined.
Dy the CnAIRMAN :
Question. You are a naval officer?
I am a capta in in the navy, sir.
QuestiOn. Have you been recently stationed in Florid a, at
Answer. I have; I assumed the command there on the Pensa cola?
30th of October.
Question. This last October?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. And you remained in command there up to
the 12th of
this mont h?
Answer. Up to the 12th of Janua ry, 1861.
Question. What day did you leave there ?
Answ er. I left there on the 16th.
The_CHAIRMAN. Our object is to get all the facts and circum
stances
attend ing the demand that was made by those forces
regul ar or irregular , whatever they may be-F lorid a and
facts and circumstances attend ing the dema nd made byforce s-all the
them for the
surren der of the yard. These we will draw out by questi
ons or you
can go on and state them yourself, in your own way.
'
The WITNESS. I
prefer being
the questions, because
there are so many circumstances, that I m1CJ'ht forget
some partic ular
0
p .:.rt or portion of them.
·
Question. Abou t what time did you get intim ation
this demand
or an attac k-eit her a demund or an attac k-wa s to that
be made upon
yard?
Answer. I think it was about 12 o'clock. It mi('J'ht
have been a
little before or a little after. I was informed that
was
a stronG'
force coming again st the navy yard ; that they had
alread
y
possession of the magazine, and statio ned guard s over
that and were
advan cing to the gates .
Question. Abou t 12 o'clock of Satur day, the 12th instan'
t?
. Answer ..Yes, sir; I think it was about that hour.
I
am
not positive. It m1ght have been a few minut es one way or
the
other
; but
to the best of. my recollection it was about that time of
day. When
I
of this, and that a large force bad taken
ssion of the
maga zme, I came to the conclusion at once that theypoSile
migh t just rush
on, because we had no force to resist them ; and I went
to my
office as fast as I possibly could, and took the naval si('J'na
l
books
and
put them under my coat,_ and was carry ing them up
to
destroy them, which I d1d,. when I t;net the commissionmy house to
ers, as they
called themselves,
thmk Capta m Farra nd, coming up from the
gate towards me. He mtroduced them to me. I know
dolph, who had recently left the navy, thoug h I had notCaptain Ranmany years. He appeared to be very glad to see me, andseen him for
said, "How
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do you do" &c. He Raid , "We are commissioners appointed by
Florida to demand the surrender of this navy yard."
Question. Who was the other commissioner?
Answer. Mr. Campbell, of Pensacola?
Question. Were you acquainted with him?
.
Answer. I was not. He was a stranger to me-a lawyer m Pensacola. I was at that time a stranger to almost everybody
except
those immediately around me. I had not been there for thuty years
before, and was nnacquainted even with the
except the paymaster, Mr. ·warrington. I told these gentlemen tf they would h.avc
the kindness to proceed on to my office, I would meet them
1n a
few moments. I went on up to my house, and there tore the s!gnal
books to pieces and put them into the fire, and. requested my \Vtfe to
see that they were burned np. I left. them blazmg, and she completed
the operation. I went back to the office, and found those gentlemen
there-not only them but Captain Farrand and Lieutenant Renshaw,
who happened to be present, or who went in without my sanction or
my request.
Question. Those four persons were present?
Answer. Yes, sir; they were present; I do not know what ?thers.
When they made this demand upon me, that thor were !l'uthonzed by
the uovernor of Florida to come and treat for the 1mmedtate surrender
of the yard, I told them that it was ve:y unexpected thing to me
to be attacked by my own countrymen m tlme.of peace ; that of cours.e
I bad not the force to resist them, as they satd there was a full regiment of some 500 men from Alabamn, under the
of Colonel
Lomax. I told them that it was not in my power to restst and
honorable terms but I should require honorable terms, at least. rhey
said I should
them. They sent, then, for Colonel
and
he came into the ball. He was a gentleman-a very pohshed man,
and courteou3 withal. He said, " Commodore, I will read you my
instructions." lie read his instructions to me, that he was ordered
to proceed to the navy yard and take
of it-?rdered by the
government of Florida. He wn.s an
and 1t was an
bama regiment there. Colonel Lomax, I beheve, had .been,
the Mexican war, with General Taylor, or somewhere m that dtrection. He was quite a distincruished man. He belonged, I am told,
to Montgomery, Alabama. He read his instructions to me, and was
almost as much distressed and embarrassed as I was, because he had
to stop very frequently. I
that he felt for my position, for
which I felt very grateful to htm ; to. find
there
one
who had some teelincr for me. It ra1sed h1m m my esttmatwn. I
stated to him that I had not the force to resist him; that my whole
force consisted of a couple of dozen of marines ; that the place was. not
fortified· we had no breastworks; and as to the walls, you mtght
take a
or
common woo.d axe, and make a hole
throuuh them in very httle ttme. I told htm that my men could not
the wall, and the open places about the yard., for they would
have to command the distance of a hundred yards aptP.ce, and that I
had no alternative but to surrender; and the place was immediately
surrendered. To my great surprise, the first lieutenant of the yard,
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was sitting back of me, after we had had this conversation spoke
out 1D a very audible voice: ''Commodore, shall I haul down the fla<Y ?"
I looked at the man astonished; it appeared to arouse me from a
I bowed! and turned my head away.
·
Questwn. And, accordingly, he did order it to be hauled down?
Answer. So I was told; I did not see him do it. Some gentlemen
who were not seccders heard his remark, and heard him give the
order. And
my great
the moment the flag was hauled
why, .str, they were m the ranks of the invading troops, marcbmg alon.g wtth .them, I should think, 19 out of every 20 of them.
Qnestwn. Of all the men you had there?
Answer. Of all the men in the yard. The mariues were the only
O?es I could depe?d upon in fighting. I was a stranger there, and
dtd not know the1r names; but I saw them marchinu
in file
after the troops .that were marching through the yard.
left a
large force outs1de to protect the magazine. I was told there was
another company that marched down around the yard to go down to
and they took possession of it and kept it. I had no intercourse wttb them. I was left in the commandant's house with no one
to report to me or tell me what was going on ; if I had been in J ernsalem I could have got as much inforrn11.tion there as I got in the yard.
I appeared to be the only man that knew nothing of what was croing
on .
o
Question. After the surrender ?
Answer. And beforE>, sir. I heard nothing except it was whispered
from somebody else.
Question .
any of the snbordinate officers of tl1e yard report to
you the day
that those forces were approaching the yard?
Anstver.
srr; I heard that there were troops at Pensacola. I
was told there were troops at Pensacola.
Question. Di.d you suppose they were coming there for that purpose?
Ans:ver. I dtd not suppose they were going to attack me. I thought
they were troops that
there for the purpose of aggression
I bad .no mt1matwn that they were coming. But I took
1t for
that was necessary for me to be prepared, and I prepared
w1th all
force I bad. I had the guard divided.
The.re a1e three gates; the m1ddle gate was secured, and was in possessiOn of the second in command.
Question. That is, of Farrand?
Answer. Yes, sir. He was the executive offict>r of the yard and I
{?ave my ?rders to be very vigilant; and I knew nothing of those
forces untJl they
at the gate, and it was reported to me that they
ha.cl
the magaztne and were
to the gate; and the first
thtng dtscovered was these two comn11ssioners coming in with the
executive officers.
so far as you know, was the conduct of Commander
Farrand
after the surrender ; did he join these forces?
Wel_l, str, he. told me he should be under the necessity of
res1gmng or losmg
h1s property; that all the little property that
he had accumulated 1n the course of his service was located theresome $20,000 or $25,000-and that he would have to sacrifice one or
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the other. I said to him, tc I have no advice to give to you; every
man must act from his own impulse."
Question. llad you ever bad any intimation that be was untrue to
the United Stntcs prior to that?
.
Answer. Never m my life. I thought him one of the most acttve,
energetic, and best officers of my acquaintance. I had never seen one
superior to him as an exec 1tive officer of the yard.
Que11tion. Up to the very time of the surrender?
Answer. Up to the very time of the surrender; and I could not
even believe it afterwards when I heard it was so, because I had
formed such an exalted opinion of the man, his activity, energy, and
industry, that I thought him about the best qualified officer for a dock
yard that I had seen.
Question. How was it in regard to Lieutenant Renshaw?
Answer. Well, sir, I never admired the gentleman.
Question. I mean as to his loyalty?
.
Answer. I knew nothing about him until the circumstances whiCh
I have just related took place.
Question. Did he immeuiately go over to the invading. forces?
.
Answer. I did not watch his motions. It is only thts one act of
his that called my particular attention to him, and I set him down in
my own mind at that time as a traitor.
Question. '£he time he spoke about hauling down the
Answer. Yes, sir; I set him down then as a traitor to his country.
Question. Do you remain of the same opinion still?
.
Answer. I have seen very little of him, but I have seen nothmg
and heard nothing that would change my opinion. He came
told me very soon afterwards that all his interest in the world was tn
Pensacola, and that he should resign. That was after the surrender ;
and I think he moreover said that he should offer his services to the
governor of Florida after his resignation had been accepted:
Question. Do you know at what time he did resign?
Answer. I know nothing more about him.
Question. You do not know whether he resigned at all or not?
Answer. I cannot tell any more than you can, because I avoided
11 e man, and wanted nothing to say to him.
Quention. You stated that you saw a large number of your men
archi in the ranks of these forces?
Answer. They were not my men.
Question. Well, the men employed in the yard? I do not allude
to their vosition or CR.pacity.
.
.
Answer Employed by the government of the Umted States, yes, str.
You say you saw a large portion d' these men in the
ranks of the invaders?
.
.
Answer. Yes, sir; and I saw them the next day wtth theu swords
and arms.
.
Question That they had received from these mvaders?
Answer.· I do not know whether they bad
them, or
they were their own ; but they were part and portiOn of the iorces of
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tnswer. IJ?mediately. I understood that the whole of them with
a ew exceptions, had offered their services at once and had' been
accepted.
'
Question. Did
invading forces march throu"'h
the yard?
0
Answer .. Yes,.slrj they came in at the gate went round and
posted sentinels 1n every direction, relieved the watchmen of the yard
United States government,
them, and
ept a
vigilant lookout. l did not go out at all that day, or the
jncceedmg day, which .was
Sabbath; but some time on Monday,
cannot say whether tt was m the mornin"' or a little later· I saw
the sa:me old watchmen
had. been employed by the
at their old stands, keeptng the tune and strikinO'
the bells just as if
0
no change had taken place.
'
Question. They were in the service of Florida then?
Answer. Yes, sir, in the service of li'lorida · their troops they had
mar?hed off, I believe, to Barrancas ; they had 'taken possession of the
manne barracks, and had quite a stron"' force there as I heard· I did
not see that; whether it was Monday
Tuesday I' cannot say · but
the ?ell rang for the workingmen at tho yard about the usual 'hour
that It
done by the government of the United States ; I saw the
smoke
up. from the tall chimney of the machine shop and
blacksmtth
Just as usual, as though nothing had transpired; and
the
and those .that
been employed by the government
JUst. transferred their allegiance to Florida, and were goincr on
wtth their work as usual.
o
is not probable they will look to the United States
for thetr pay 10 the future, is it?
Heaven knows, sir; I should judge not.
Queshon. 'Vhat were those si 0"'no.I books that you destroyed? You
need not state particularly.
•
At sea, to provide against capture; they always keep
theu s1gnal books
signals and telegraphs to ships
of. the
wtth
the1r pnvate numbers; each ship is supplted
one, the outstde covering of which is sheet lead with canvas over It,. so
in event of capture, you can throw it right overboard, and tt wtll smk down like a brickbat
.
In other words, there are secrets in those books which it
IS the htghest duty of the commander to deskoy; and that was the
reason that you destroyed them?
A?swer. Yes, sir; I did not want the signal books of the service to
mto the hands of what we might consider our enemies ; because
If t.hey had
signal books
might take them on board of any
vessel and decetve some vessel of the United States siO'nalize them
and decoy them into trouble.
' b
'
Question. Do
know what time Captain Randolph resigned?
Answer. Well, str, I heard that he had resi"'ned some three or four
wetks ago.; he told me he had resigned; I told him I had heard that
he had
and was sorry to see him there.
QuestiOn. He represented himself as a commissioner on the part of
Alabama?
Answer. No, sir, of Florida.

!t

Question. That is, they became part of the forces the next day ?

j
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Question. IIe does not reside in Florida, does he?
' Answer. I do not know where he resides; it is said that he resides
in Alabama ; I had not seen him probably for thirty years ; I knew
him when we were both lieutenants.
Question. How old a man is he?
Answer. I should think he was a man maybe a little younger than
myself ; I am 67, and he may be, probably, 65 years old.
Question. You do not know what time Commander Farrand resigned?
Answer. I do not; but he told me that he was compelled to resign
or give up his property that be had accumulated ; I had no advice to
give any gentleman ; many came to me, I said, "Gentlemen, all my
functions have ceased ; I have no advice to give to any man ; every
man must act from his own impulse."
Question. Did any of the other officers resign except Farrand and
Renshaw?
Answer. The old sailingmaster-quite an old man-he must be
11ome 72 or 3 or 4 years of age ; he was there with a large family.
Question. Is his name Pierson?
Answer. Pierson, yes, sir; he came to me and told me that they
were urging him to resign ; said he, "I don't wa.nt to resign until
the 4th of .March ;" said he, "if, by the 4th of March, things don't
turn out peaceably, and if a restoration of good feeling is not restored,
I will send in rny resignation;" but afterwards he told me that he was
compelled to resign ; that they had pushed him so that h\3 was turned
out of his house in the yard ; he had no property except, perhaps,
some two or three little shanties out in Warrington, and probably
some two or three slaves ; I told him I had no advice to give him at
all ; I was sorry for his circumstances, but he said they had compelled
him to pursue that course, and resign, very much against hid inclination ; I felt very sensibly for the old gentleman, for he was a. very
excellent, worthy, pleasant, kind old man, and did his duty to the
best of his ability.
Question. Did you ever have any intimation or suspicion that any
of the officers or men, marines or mechanics, were disloyal prior to
the surrender ?
Answer. Never.
Question. Never suspected anything of the kind?
Answer. Never suspected anything of the kind ; it 'vas only after
the surrender that I found I was surrounded by traitors.
Question. You bad no doubt of it after that, from their actions?
Answer. From their actions, no, sir.
Question. You stated that from what you could gather, and from
what you saw of the course that the men took, not more than one out
of twenty were really loyal ?
Answer. The feeling shown there was more universal, I think, than
anything I had ever seen or witnessed before. 'rhe very men who had
been in the government employ for years and years, and bad accumulated their property from the government of the United States,
appeared to be the very first men to volunteer to go right in with the
other forces.
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. Question .. Did Commander Farrand seem quite willing to embark
In that service?
Answer. Well, he appeared to be perfectly a.t home with the whole
of them. But I had a such a respect and esteem for the man that I
even then C?uld not .think that he could possibly be a traitor. And I
am not entirely satisfied now, even after whH.t I have heard since I
hay-e. been here, that he is so, because I bad formed a very exalted
lpknwn of the man. He carried out ruy orders effectually so fin as
now ; he was the executive officer of the yard the one
whom I
all orders, and from whom I received pretty'much all communi·
catiOns
the duties of the yard.
U questwn. Can you give any idea of the amount of property of the
that was. surrendered, or was involved in this surrender
?r
exclusive of the real estate, that is, personal property
mc udmg arms and machinery ?
'
hAnswer. I only know this.
from the naval storekeeper, Gonzales,
om I
t? be 1;\
because he did not make any bones
m expressmg Ius optnton.
Question . That is, you knew before that he was a secessionist?
Ans'Yer. Yes, sir, I knew it before. lie was a Pensacolian born
ra1sed there, of a. very numerous family. I am told
are
named Gonzales in and near Pensacola, all connexions
of one family. One 9ay I said to my secretary: "1\fr. Shippey,
what do you suppose 1s the amount of the property in the hands of
the
"Why," said he, "1\fr. Gonzales says there is
ab?ut $.ooo,.ooo worth on his books." lie is charged with all the
thmgs m h1s charge. That is ali that I know as to the value of the
what I heard on that occasion.
Questwn. You had heard it estimated at $500 000?
Answer. Yea, sir.
'
Question. You. had no personal knowledge of the amount?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. What amount of arms were there?
Answer. I cannot say. I understt.od that with the exception of
a few dozen
and pistols, the ar.ms had all been boxed up for
the
of bemg sent on north, either for repairs or somethin(J'
else; I did not know the purpose. That intelli(J'ence
I got fro:
0
Commander Farrand.
Question. Were there any mounted cannon?
Answer. No, sir. There was a parcel of old guns-! think they
were. carronades- tha.t were arranged along on skids, called the
salutwg battery; merely to fire blank cartridges. There was not a
gun
that probably
not have been thrown off its stand by
puttmg In .a shot and finng It. The navy yard is not a fortified
place. It IS merely for .the protection of the articles within it. It
has
and sentmels stationed all around the yard for th e
of government property .
Questwn. What vessels were lying there at the time?
.Answer. T he Wyandotte and Supply had boen sent down to Fort
towed the Supply down-to supply the fort
w1th such proVlBlOns as it required,
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Question. The Wyandotte towetl the Supply down for that purpose?
.
Answer. Yes, sir; and the Wyandotte was employed
transporting all the munitions of war and everything of that kwd that belonged to Darrancas over to Fort Pickens.
Question. On the 12th of January?
Answer. Yes, sir; when that surrender was made they were then
down there.
Question. Were they under orders at the time to sail?
Answer. No, sir; they were in preparation. The Supply had been
sent there for supplies for the home squadron at Vera Cruz .. Many
of those supplies had been collected and were ready for sh1pment
when this transpired, but had not been embarked. She came there
loaded with sand ballast. The people there had not received any pay
for more than two months. The owners of the slaves had
them and we could get few or no men to work. I wanted to expedtte
the
of this vessel, and hurried matters all I co';lld, and even
violated the Sabbath in one instance in order to expf-dite her m?vements. Weeventually got her clear, and she commenced con.hng.
She probably had got in from
to 400 tons of coal. She had the
provisions on board that
10 her fro.m Vera Cruz.
We had a
vessel alongside of her to fimsh her coaling.
expected she
have completed her coaling and taken her
on board for tne
squadron, so that I could despatch her Immediately; b.ut she had
not fulfilled the purpose for which
came, and so 'Yas still there.
Question. Had any orders been given for her to sa1l?
Answer. Oh I no, sir.
Question. Where is she now?
Answer. I saw her as we came out the afternoon of the 16th in
the steamer Oregon. I saw the Wyandotte towing the Supply out
to sea. That was the afternoon of the 16th. I recognized them both
with the naked eye.
.
Question. Under the regulations of the navy, can a vessel satl
without an order?
Answer. She had orders, which I think I delivered the same.morning that this took place-Saturday morning. There was thi.s pr.eparation and secrecy about
I was
there was somethmg 10
operation, and I ordered her, tf anyth1ng happened to the yard, to
proceed with what she bad.
.
..
Question. That is, she bad a
of
order, that If anything happened to the yard she mtght sail?
Answer. Yes, sir; that she would proceed with. what she had.
Question. And that would be treated as a sufficient order for her to
go?
Answer. Yes, sir.
.
Question. And when the Wyandotte was towwg the Supply out to
sea she was undoubtedly acting upon this contingent order?
..
Answer. Yes, sir. One of the orders was to land the prov1s1ons
tl1at were required at Fort Pickens with all possible despatch and return to her anchorage. And the next order was, 1bat in the
of
an attack or anything happening to the yard) she must proceed With
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what she h.ad. As well as I can recollect, I think that was the order
that was given.
. Question. 'l'hese orders, you think, were given on Saturday mornmg?
. Answer. I think so, but I will not be positive. I had been watchlOg matters a. great deal. I do not believe I had aot an hour's sleep
out of the twenty-four for some days and nights
to this. It
wae so recently that I had come there. I only assumed command
there on the 30th of last October, and had hardly got the names of
master workmen before this thing occurred · so I was completely
In the dark.
'
Will you state whether you received any instructions or
adviCe from yYashington advising you that there would be danger?
Had
rece1ved any orders recently directing vigilance or anything
of the kmd ?
'
Answer..
a
from the Navy Department directing
to be vigilant m protecting the public property· that the officer
1D
at Barrancas had instructions from that branch of the
service, !l'nd that I would co-operate with him.
Questwn. I n protecting the public property?
I n whateve! it w!ls; that was the only instructions.
Questwn. At what time dtd you receive this order?
Answer. I thi nk it was on the 9th that the order was acknowledged?
Question. That .is,
by you?
Yes, Sir; by me. I thwk it was on the 9th.
QuestiOn . You mean that was the time you received it
Answer. Yes, sir.
'
Question. Was any extraordinary efforts used after that time for
the defence of the yard?
Answer. We had only the marines and the watchmen to protect
the place.
.
Question. Did you increase the watchmen?
Answer. No, sir; I did not increase the watchmen because there
were nnly so many allowed in the
But in
with the
commandant of the fort, I sent tbuty of what are called the ordinary
men ; I had no officer to send him.
Question. That was Lieutenant Slemmer?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. W'ho is now in charae of Fort Pickens?
Auswer. Yes, sir; I sent him thirty men and thirty muskets
Question.
those concurrent orders from the War and Navy Departments
Lieutenant Slemmer and yourself the operations all became one thwg to some extent, at least so far as protecting the public
property was concerned ?
Answer. Yes, sir; in co-operation. I co-operated with him all I
could. I
not abandon the navy yard. .He wanted the marines,
but the mannes were my only protection. I sent him the ordinary
men, and kept the marines for my only defence because I had no
others there, except, perhaps, those sixteen watch'men allowed to the
yard.
H . Rep. Com. 875

'
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Question. The etoreship Supply was sent to transfer the supplies
from Fort Barrancas to Fort Pickens by your orders?
Answer. No, sir; the Wyandotte was sent over to supply the
people in the fort
.
.
Question. Ilow far 1s Fort
the yard? .
Answer. I i>hould judge somethmg hke three m1les, perhaps a
fraction more or less.
Question. '\'hat is
Slemmer's entire force there now?
Answer. It is eighty-odd or nmety men, somewhere along there ..
Question. Have you reason to suppose that these same troops wtll
make a demonstration upon that fort.
Answer. I cannot say whether they will or not. Colonel Chase
wa1:1 the engineer that built Fort Pickens.
Question. He is now in the
.
Answt>r. lie is commander-1n-ch1ef ot "Test Flomla, and those
operations were
his supervisi?n.
Question. He 1s the man tbat bmlt that fort?
Answer. Yes sir. 'l'he day that I left I ht>ard thatthere had hcen
a council of wa:· of the superior officers, at which Colonel Ohase presided · and that l1e had Faid that he would not attempt to make an
assaul't. upon Fort Pickens with less than 5,000
ai!-d that one of
the officers told him he was a damned coward-Just m those v('ry
words. Colonel Chase said that he would resign sooner than make
an attack that would be futile; that he knew 1he strength of the
place, and that there was only one part of it where it could be carried.
Question. Are you well acquainted
th.e stren.gth of the place?
Ans\\er. I am not; I have never been m e1tber ot the forts; 1 only
know from reputation.
Ques ion. This Lieutenant Slemmer is esteemed a11 a gallant,
offictr
Answer. Yes, sir; I should think that he was a very gallant and a
very capable man.
.
.
Question. Did he impress you favorahly by the energy
wh1ch
he
his troops from Fort Barrancas over to Fort PIC_kens? .
Answer. Yes, sir; I thought he was a very energetlC, act1ve
officer.
·
Question. You !.lay you got no information from any of your subordinate <,flicers the night before the surrender that those troops were
on their way to demand a surrender?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. You knew nothing about it until they were at the gate?
Answer. Nothing, unt.il I heard of them at the gate. I heard that
there was a large fiJrce collecting at Pensacola.
Qncstion. Yon did not know for what purpose?
Ana,\er. I could not tell for what purpose?
Have you any reason to know, from what
occuned
siu<'t:, that any of your subordinate officers knew what then· purpusu
Wl.lR?

.Answer. If they did know they did not communicate it to me?
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Have you found out since whether Farrand did or did
not know 1t i'
Answe.r. I do not know it personally; and I do not think it possible thnt 1t
be so. But I have heard others say it was so. That
I have heard smce I have been here
Question. And you had heard that this naval storekeeper Gonzales, knew ?
'
Answer. Since I have been here I have heard that he was up and
down every day.
Question. But you did not bear it before?
No, si;. I did not hear it until after the surrender.
9uestwn. Prevtoui to the surrender, had you heard him say anythmg about secession?
Answer I knew he was a secessionist; and when the men were at
the gate. he had his resignation in his hand for me to forward.
Queshon. Who? GonZ(\les?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Did you forward it?
Yes, sir. I went through the usual form: "By your
obedient servant, James Armstron(.Y' commandin(.Y' "
Question. This was after the
o•
Answer. No, sir; betore.
Question. He resigned before the surrender?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. You do not know what time Farrand resio-ned?
4nswer. N?, sir. I could not tell. lie only told
that he was
obhged to resign.
Question. How could he communicate his resignation?
By telegraph, I presume.
. Questwn. Ought he not to have communicated it through his supenor officer ?
Answer. We had surrendered then
Question. And he had no superior?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. And he acted on his own responsibility?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. You did not communicate either the resignation of Farrand or Renshaw?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. You do not know when they resigned?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. Under the regulations of the Navy Department would
the
of the Navy accept a resignation by telegraph,
would
he wait for 1t to be received by mail?
Answ;r. I do
know what course the department would take.
QuestiOn. What 1s the general course of the service?
Answer. The general course of the service would be to send them
through me, as commandant, to the Navy Department; forwarded by
me. And
the re11ult of the matter was would be communicated to .those variOus persons through me .
QuestiOn. So that, in ordinary times, if a subordinate naval officer
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act upon it the Navy Departwished to resign, they would
ment until it had been commumcated by the supenor officer, and had
. .
been received by mail?
Answer. No, sir; and all commumcatwns to the department must
be made through the commandant of the yard ; but you see there was
d_own.
had been
no superior officer after the
a
Question. What I am trywg to get at, 1f you w11l pardon
moment, is this: I want to get at the regular way of commumcatmg
resianations, and having them acted upon at tho department, when
demand for suris no especial trouble. Suppose you had had
Farrender, and there had been no surrender of a.I?y
rand wished to resi"n, he would have put bts res1gnahon m your
hands the same as Gonzales did his.
.
'
.
•
Yes, Slf.
Answer.
.
• Question. And you would have forwarded It by matl?
' Answer. I would have indorsed it, "forwarded by your
servant," &c., and sent it by mail to the department, and the deCISIOn
.
of the department would be encloRed to me;
Question. And you 'vould have handed 1t to h1m?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. And then, if it had been accepted, he would have been
clear?
.
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Would you not consider it very irregular, If not
able, for an officer to go over to the enemy before he had recetved, 1!1
some such way, or direct from the department, the acceptance of h1s
resignation?
.
Answer. Yes, sir. I should consider it high treason:
Question. Could it be possible that Mr. Farrand's restgna.twn could
have been communicated to and accepted by the department by tele·
graph?
.
.
.
' Answer. I know nothing about it.
Question. You do not know whether he commumcated his resigna.
tion to the department at all or not?
Answer. I did hear from him that he must restgn.
.
Question. But you did not hear that he did?
Answer. No, sir; but that be should telegraph, or dtd telegraph,
or an)'thmg
hi9 resignation; but he never told me that it was
at all about it.
Question. You remained in your quarters in the yard until the
]6th?
Answer. Yes, sir. I saw nobody at all. 1 was there alone with
. .
my family, and the servants I had hired. .
Question. Do you know that Farrand dtd commence serv1co 1D any
shape with these Florida troops?
Answer. I only know by what I could s€c, that he was very busy.
What his activity was about I could not tell.
Question. B:e was busy with them?
Answer. Yes, sir. He appeared to be driving about with them. It
was no service of mine.
Question. I understand that; but from all you saw, and all that
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about what transpired before you left, he bad actively emyou
barked m their service?
Answer. Well, sir, ifi was to judge from ar)pearances I should say
'
that he had.
Question. That _he had embarked in the Florida service?
Answer. Yes, str.
Question. Would you make the · same remark in regard to Renshaw?
;Answer. I could draw no kind of distinction. Renshaw was a noisy
b01stero_us fellow, that I had no intercourse with at all. He
them, according to appearances.
work
QuestiOn. He appeared to act with them?
.Answer. He appeared to be with them, and to take an active part
h.tth them. _And a:nother fact: at the time of the surrender I heard
some one-some one of the commissioners
liD conversmg
robably-:-and saymg that all his interests were centred there; and
furthermore, remark that if they could "et the Supply
heard
and the ordmary won back from the fort it would be a great thin a for
them. And I was asked if I could not surrender the Supply and aet
returned . I said, "Gentlemen, I am not on duty here I? I
these
'
am a prtsoner of war."
Question. That is, Renshaw asked you if you could not get them
back?
Answer: I_t was he that asked me, or some one else, perhaps one of
the. <:<>mmtsswners. It might have been Renshaw; I could not say
pos1t1vely; but I beard the question put to me as to whether they
get th? ordinary men back from the to;t.
could
Thts questiou was put to you when Renshaw and the
were together, and either Renshaw or one of the commtsswners put the question to you?
Answer. Yes, sir.
S? that if he did not put it himself be indorsed · it at
'
'
least, by h1s stlence?
Answer. It was either one or the other.
Question. Either Renshaw or the commissioners?
th_em they were beyond my jurisdiction.
Yes, sir. I
Now, ?n thts subJect of prisoners of war, how were the
and Captam \Vatson, and yourself, and the other officers that
dtd not go over to these forces-that remained true to the United
as you considered it-how were they treated? As reaular
0
pnsoners of war in all respects?
Yes, sir ; they set me at large, if you please, on honor.
QuestiOn. On your parole of honor ?
Answer. Well, sir, as I went down to go on board of the steamer
'
they sent me a parole.
Question. They sent it to you?
Answer. Yes, sir. I did not look at it. Somebody told me it was
paper-a parole. I put it in my pocket without lookina at it
and dtd n_ot look at it until aomebody-I think it was Dr.
asked me 1f I had such a paper.
Question. On your way here?
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Answer Yes, sir ; whilo I was on my way to Mobile or her?· !f.e
took it and compared tt Wtth
asked me if I had such a paper, and
a.hke.
e:'actl!
both
were
his, and said they
Question. That yours was hke hts?
f th ?
h
.
Answer. Yes, sir.
em
Question. Did Captain Watson, of the mannes, ave one o
Answer. I cannot say.

me, and wanted to make some explanatio n. I said, "No;. no communication, if you plense; I have no control here over you; you have received the last orders from me, anrl you must now act upon your own
respoosib iJity." He said he thought it would be no act of humanity
to come there and take the officers, and the women and children, and
the marines on to the north. Said I," Very well; you must take that
to the departmen t. It is possible that for this act of humanity you
may get the thanks of the departmen t. But I have no control over
you; I have nothing t.o say."
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By 'Mr. CocHRANE:
of that parole obligatory ?
Question. Do you consider
• ?
• •
Answer I do not know that 1t tB.
..
You were not a party to it more than rece1vmg tt
on were, that .the Cttl·No sir The terms of the capitulati
A
• ·States-th e officers an d ct·t·tzens wh o wer e mcluded
nswer.
f the United
States with
capitulati on-should be free to return to the
also to reperm1tted
were
they
and
families,
property and their
.
.
honor.
of
parole
their
on
there
main
Question. Those were the terms of the capttulattO n?
t f th
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. That ie, they would be free to go to any par o , . e
United States with their families and property, or they could remam
there on parole?
f: th tha to
Answer. Yes, sir.
n
Question. Then you made no formal parole any ur er
receive this paper?
the
t
Answer. That was all.
Question. And that was put in your hands after you wen on
h b t
boat to come away?
Answer. Either while I was on the wharf or on t e oa ·
dI
Question Who gave it to you?
was
Answer.· That I do not recollect. It was handed to me, an
was.
told what it
. .
Question By whom is it signed?
J.u. Randolph , as one of the commtsstoners, or as
A nswer. ·By . ·u·
command ant of the yard. . .
,
Question. Using one of h1s tttles?
?
.
yard.
the
of
dant
"comman
is
it
think
I
Answer.
Question. You think he does not enumerate both hts offices·
?
d
Answer. I think not.
gone
Question. Where have the marines of the
Answer. They were embarked on board the Supply.
ft h
1
Question. For Vera Cruz?
Answer The officer who was in command of the Supp y, a er e
came in under a flag of truce, when 1 had no longer
had one
over it.' The young man, J.,ieut. Daniels, of the Supply!ni
came 1 ,
think came to my house without my knowledge . When
are
';,hat
I
eaven
h
"Good
I looked at him and said,

v

i

io:d
I am
functions
ld h · "N .
. .
came m un era
od, my t d t ee
tm,
as if to band me some commumcattOJ?-· I to
here have ceased." And the cap tam came ashore, an wan e o s
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By the CnAIRAIAN:
Question. Did you at any time, from the 12th, the day of the surrender, and the 16th, the day that you left, receive any orders from
the departmen t here relative to the men?
An&wer. I received nothing. But on Monday, ihe 14th, I think, a
young officer, an ordnance officer, the son of an old fr·iend of mine,
Lieutenan t Sanders, was brought in under a guard of two persons;
one was one of the Gonzales, vzith his S\vord and with his spurs on.
Question. This same Gonzales?
Answer. No, sir; another one, who was a. military man. I happened to be sitting in my office, having some copies made of some
letters, &c., that I wanted to bring with me, and this young m!ln,
l\1r. Sanders, was brought in. Said he, "Commod ore Armst.ron g, I
have been captured; I have some despatches for you from tue Navy
Departme nt." I said, "I am very sorry you did not destroy them
when you heard that the navy yard wns surrender ed." He said that
and
he had heard of that when he was ha.lfway between
and
me
see
and
Pensacola
to
get
might
Pensacola , and he hoped he
hand me the despatches. I told him that I was very sorry he had not
destroyed them. He said that Major Chase had asked him to deliver
them to him, and he had told him that he could not surrender them
up to anybody but me; that he must put them in my hands, or they
would have to wrest them from him; and that he had granted him
the permission to come down there and place them in my hands. I
said to him, "You are plnciqg me in another horrible position; here
tbey can take them from you or me by force; see the position I am
placed in. 'l'hese men have brought you here a prisoner to me, a
prisoner. I can receive these things from your bands, but they can
t!lke them from me." Said Randolp h," We have the force to do it,
and we must do it; if we can wrench them from you, we must have
them." Then I said, " .Mr. Sanders, in order that you may fulfil
your orders, I will take them and give you a receipt for them, which
will be witnessed here." He took them out of his bosom and handed
them to me. I SB\V they were from the Navy Departme nt; but without my breaking the seal, they were demanded from me and taken
possession of.
Question. So that you know nothing of them?
Answer. No, sir, and probably never will, unless they think proper
to communic ate them to me hereafter.
Question. Was any force used to take them from you?
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Answer. It was ready to be used. Those men, with their arms,
were standing there.
Question. Were the seals broken in
Answer. No, sir; but it was a very trymg s1tuatwn .
By :Mr. CocHRANE:
Question. What were the terms of that parole that wall sent to you,
and received by you?
Answer. Here it is, [producing the paper.]
It was read as follows :
"PENSACOLA NAVY YARD, January lG, 1861.
Commodore James Armstrong, of the United States navy, ha':ing
given his parole of
not to
art,ns
the
of
is
to leave tb1s
w1th b1s fam1ly and pnvate propotty,
without hmdrance or molestatiOn.
H
"V. 1\f. RANDOLP ,
te

" Captain Commanding Navy Yard."

Question. This is the paper you received?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. On what day did you receive this?
.
.
Answer. On the afternoon of the 16th, just as I was leavmg m the
steamer for Mobile.
Question. Is it true that you had
.given your parole of honor
not to bear arms against the State of .r lor1da?
Answer. I had not. That was sent to me in that form, as you see

1't

·Question. T hen it is not true what is recited here?.
A 11swer. No, sir. It was taken for granted by h1m-assum eu by
hlm.
Question. Was that fact mentioned to you when t b e paper was
delivered to you?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. Had you any reason to suppose that that fact was stated
in the paper which you received?
.
Answer. I did not know what it was. I never had seen 1t. I was
ignorant of what it contained. I was told that it was a passport to
take me A.long unmolested.
.
Question. Was anything said to
by .the person who
it to yau, from which you could poss1bly 1nfer that there was an)
statement within it that you bad given your parole?
.
Answer. I could not tell, because I did not know what there was m
it. I did not look at it.
Question. When was it that you first looked at it? .
Answer. I think it was at the time or afler Dr. Bu;hop asked me
if I had something of that kind, and I said I had received a paper.
Question. Where was that, and when?
.
Answer. I am not certain whether it was on board the steamer on
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the way to Mobile, or afterwards; I know he came to me afterwards,
and said they were worded exactly alike.
Question. When the fact was brought to your attention that this
was the language of this paper, what, if any, commentary did you
make upon that fact?
Auswer. None at all; I thought it was a thing of no importance no more than a piece of waste paper; but as I had it I thought I
would keep it just as a reference.
Question. Is there any honorable obligation on you, in any degree,
not to serve in behalf of the United States against any enemies or
opponents whatever?
Answer. No, sir; I do not feel myself bound in any particular, no
further than the capitulation .
Question. The terms of which you have stated.
Answer. Yes, sir; I have never entered into any arrangemen t,
pledge, or promise in regard to parole; it is all on their part; I have
tho capitulation here.
It was read as follows :
"This is to certify that Commodore James Armstrong, of the
United States navy, surrendered the command and relinquished the
possession of the navy yard at Warrington , Florida, on the 12th day
of January, 1861, under the following circumstanc es, anu upon the
following terms of capitulation , to wit:
"A commission, under authority of the governor of Florida, accompanied by an a rmed force very much superior in numbers and
equipments to that under his comma.nd, the latter not being sufficient
to enable him to defend the place, demanded its immediate surrender,
with all the public property therein, which demand was acceded to
with the understandi ng that he, the commandan t, with all the officers
and other citizens of the United States attached to the station who
desire to remove therefrom, shall be freely permitted to do so, and to
remove their families and all their private property at any time, or to
remain on parole of honor.
"In witness whereof, we, the commissioners, and the commandan t
above referred to, have hereunto set our hands this 12th day of Jannary, 1861.
"V. M. RANDOLP H,

"Captain of Navy Yard,

"RICHARD L. CAMPBEL L,

'' Gommissione:rs.

"JAMES ARMSTRO NG,

"Captain of United States Navy."

The WITNESS. There is no pledge on my part there.
By l\Ir. CocBRANE:
Question. At what time and place was this given-this capitulation
signed and delivered by you?
Answer. It was Saturday afternoon when we capitulated.
Question. At what place in the 01\VY yard?
Answer. In the commandan t's office.
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Question.
these gentlemen had come to have this interview
with you?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. You conversed then on these matters ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. And having settled the terms of surrender, they were reduced to writing?
Answer. Yes, sir.
.
.
Question. Are the facts correct as remted there respectmg the relative force of yourself and the hostile attacking force?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Had you arrived at that conclusion before that paper was
offered to you ?
.
Answer. I was certainly of the opinion that I could not wtthstand
the force of 500 or 600 men with 23 men.
Question. At whose suggestion was that paper drawn up?
Answer. At mine.
Question. Who wrote it?
Answer. My secretary.
Question. At whose dictation?
Answer. Well there was a combined one between my secretary and
'
..
myself, and it was approved by the commtsstoners.
Question. The commissioners were not consulted about its terms
until it was finished?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. And then they approved of it?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. And they affixed their signatures to it, and you affixed
yours?
.
Answer. Yes, sir; I put mine to it; there are duphca.tes.
Question. Then the signatures to
papers was at your request?
Answer. Of course; I wanted somethmg to show for "hat I had
done.
Question. You wanted something with which to defend yourself?
Answer. Yes, sir.
.
.
Question. Was there anything further satd about parole, 10 conversation, other than what is there stated?
Answer. Not a. word.
.
Question. Did you hear anything about the
anythmg more
from that period down to the period when you recetved the parole?
Answer. I had beard nothing about my parole; I
heard that
the officers who wanted to leave the yard were not permttted to pass
out until they got a permit from the officer i!l charge there to pass
out. They were detained until he .gave a permtt for them to pass o.ut.
Question. Had you heard anyth10g of your
parole
the time from the making the terms of ca.pitulatton and the recetpt by
you of this parole?
. .
.
.
Answer. No, sir; I had no expectation of
anythmg; thts
·was a voluntary act on his part, for I would not gtve a. cent for the
parole.
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Question. And you did not consider yourself under any obligation
by the terms of the parole ?
:Answer. No, sir; nor by the terms of capitulation either; I was a
prtsoner of war, and was not asked to sign the parole.
Question. You considered then, at that time, that you acted under
the power of superior force?
Answer. 0! my dea.r sir, I had 23 men, and they had 500.
Questil)n, That was your consideration that you acted under force
of superior power?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. And the capitulation you considered as having been given
under duress of superior force?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. And the other paper you yourself never considered, at
any time, obligated you in any 'vay ?
I never considered myself bound in any way.
Questton. Have these papers been brought to the attention of the
Secretary of the Navy?
Answer. Yes, sir; they have.
Question. When?
Answer. To-day.
Question. For the first time?
.Answer. No, s.ir; I submitted all my papers-all that I brought
wtth me; the cop1es, .of course, are filed on the yard books, pasted on
the blank leaves left 10
books for that purpose. I had these copies
made efter I was a pr1soner. I requested my secretary, the chief
clerk, to make me copies of all the papers of recent date· and he made
them ou.t for me in this form, [showing a bundle
QuestiOn. When was the attention of the Secretary first directed to
the existence of the3e papers?
Answer. I telegraphed--comm unicated to the department-but my
despatches were not permitted to pass. They had taken possession of
the telegraph and the post office, as I was told, some time before. I
was, I think, six days at one time without any communication when
I had been previously receiving 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 a day from the' different bureaus, and I came to the conclusion that there was somethin(J'
D
; and when I sent my despatch to the telegraph office, announcmg to the department the facts, and that I wanted to be communicated with immediately, and when I did that, those at the telegraph office would take them, tear them open, and read them, and
pass them from one to another; and they would send them or not, as
they chose.
Question. Was this before you surrendered the yard?
Answer. Yes, sir; and afterwards, too.
Question. Then all your communications by telegraph with the
department were interrunted in that way?
Answer. Yes, sir.
•
Question. Did you receive any communication by telegraph from
the department before the surrender?
Answer. 0 ! before the surrender, I think I had received some
communication to some person-Lieutenant Stribling, I think-with
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the acceptance of his resignation; and a communication to the Crusader.
Question. How long was it before the surrender that these de.
spatches were received?
Answer. It must have been but a short ttme; I cannot say how
many days.
. Question. About bow many?
.
. .
Answer. Probably two or three days.
Question. Were these the last commumcat10ns you recetved from
the department by telegraph?
Answer. Yes, sir; I think so.
Question. Had you sent any by mail to the department?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Had you reason to believe that they were allowed to go?
.
Answer. I bad reason to believe that they did not.
Question. Did you receive any from the department. by
Answer. I received one of the 3d of January, which I thmk was
the last, and the receipt of it was acknowledged on the 9th.
Question. Now, as to the time after the surrender-were you permitted to send or receive any telegraphic despatches from or to the
.
department?
Answer. I sent• one to the Secretary of the Navy,
surrender of the navy yard to the Florida forces; whether 1t was received here or not, I do not know.

Question. You then communicated them to him for the first time?
Answer. I laid them before him.
Question. For the first time?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. And you are now in attendance upon the department in
respect to that very transaction?
Answer. Yes, sir.
I will forbear asking you any more questions
Mr.
about th1s unt1l that 1s settled.
The WITNESS. I came along, night and day, by steamboat, to Montthere I took the cars and came direct throuuh to Washt:>
w1thout stopping.
LThe examination was then suspended.]
SATURDAY, January 26, 1861.
ARMSTRONG-examination resumed.
By Mr. DAWES:
Question ..What time in the day of Saturday, the 12th instant, did
you commumcate to the department here the fact of your surrender?
Answer. I think it might have been some 4 or 5 o'clock in the
afternoon.
the telegraph reach to the navy yard?
Question.
. Answer. No, s1r; the despatch has to be sent up to Pensacola a.
'
distance by land of some seven or eiuht miles.
by telegraph?
QueEtion. Your. communication
Answer. Yes, Sir.
Question. In what manner did you get your message to Pensacola?
Answer. We always had a man to carry them up on a mule to the
opera.tor.-a man despatched expressly for that purpose.
Quest10n. Had you on this occasion ?
I had then no authority to order any one.
I cannot
Quest!on. What .did you yourself do with the despatch?
Answer. I. gave 1t to my secretary, and directe,kl him to have it sent
up: When 1t went up, the man who carried it up reported to Mr.
that the committee there took it and tore it
Shippey, my
was not received by the telegraph
open a?d ha.nded It around.
man h1mself, because the committee had taken possession of the telegraph office, and would allow nothing to pass except throuuh their
own hands; and the man could not tell whether it went or not
·
Question. Did you send any other messaue?
t:>
Answer. Not on thu.t occasion.
Question. Did you make any effort to send any other message?
Answer. I had not tho means; I had no power to do I'O
'
Question. Did you make the attempt?
was the only communication I could make.
Quest10n: D1d you make any request of any one to permit you to
send a speCial message?
Answer. I did not.
Question. Did you send a message by mail ?

By the CHAIRMAN :
Question. Do you remember what day you sent that?
Answer. On the 12th.
By 1\fr. CocrrRANE:
Question. You received no reply to it?
.
. .
Answer. No, sir.
Question. Did you send any commumcat10n by matl after the surrender?
Answer. I think I did.
Question. Have yeu any reason to know whether that went upon
its course?
Answer. I cannot say. I do not know.
Question. Did you receive any by mail from the department after
the surrender?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. When did you arrive here?
.
Answer. On Wednesday morning, about 6
Question. When did you have your first mterv1ew w1th the Secretary of the Navy?
.
. .
Answer. On the same day I arrived.
Question. When was it that you first exhibited to h1m these papers?
Answer. Immediately on my arrival.
Question. Had he known of the existence of these papers, or the
contents of them, before that time that you know of?
Answer. Not to my knowlerlge.
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Question . Did you take any measure
s to acq uai nt the dep artm ent
of tha t fact?
Answer. I could not send ]ett
desyatches, and the tele gra ph wasers; the mails did not brin g us any
in
Question. Wa s the re nob ody in the the possession of the committee.
trust. with a message to the dep artm whole navy yard tha t you could
ent
Answer. The re was nobotly I could ?
despatch to the dep artm ent, for
the officers wero so few. The re
master, gun ner , boatswain, and carwere the commander, lieu tena nt,
pen ter; tha t I believe> constituted
the whole force of the officers.
Question. Wh at did you actually
do, afte r you received the despatches from the governml3nt, whi
ch
you had not done before, in
reference to the public pro per ty?
Answer. I sen t the shi ps- the Sup
ply and the Wy and otte -do wn
to sup ply the fort with provisions
.
ThE
' provisions tha t were needed
besides those on board the Sup ply
, I sen t down to the fort from the,
nav y yar d; and I sen t down thir
mu ske ts; and I directed the Wy ty of the ord inar y men and thir ty
sistance to the com man dan t of theand otte to ren der every aid and asfort
Question. Wh at aid and assistance .
ther e would be any need of ren der did you app reh end n.t tha t time
ing ; tha t is, wha t emergency did
you a.ntici pat e?
Answer. The lieu tena nt had had
inst ruc tion s from his bra nch of
the government to do certain thin
gs,
and
I was directed to co· operate
wit h him ; and this co-operation
of
min
e,
I considered, was to the
ext ent of my ability.
Question. You do not und erst and
my question. Wh en you gave
these ships instructions to render
wha t led you to give those instrucwha t aid and assistance was wanted,
tions if you had no reason to app rehen d any at tack upon the public pro
Answer. :My dear sir, if you com per ty?
e to tha t poi nt, I was und er deep
apprehension for a lon g time.
Question. For how lon g a tim e?
Answer. I sho uld thin k for six or
Question. Dur ing the six or eig hteig ht days.
days tha t you were und er deep
apprehension of an atta ck upon
the
public property the re did
take any measures to communicat
e tha t fact to the dep artm ent ? you
Answer. I can not say positively
whether 1 did or not, because I
was informed tha t it was useless
to
sen
d lett ers or telegraphic communications up to Pensacola, tha
t
they
were all detained, and the
telegraphs were not sent.
Question. Did you thin k you wou
special messenger to Wa shin gto n ld not be justified in sending a
when the telegraph and mail had
both been cut off?
Answer. I had no special messen
ger to send. The re was nobody I
knew of I could send.
Question. Dur ing these six or eig
deep apprehension did you have anyht days tha t you were und er this
of the Supply and Wy and otte upo conference wit h the commanders
n the question whether you could
defend the navy yar d?
Answer. Did I have any conference
wit h the m?
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Question. I
bt have been one, two, or t nee
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frolll
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' ith ou?
Question. Dtd
the
Pen sac ola the evenmg rec olle atta ck,
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moving about, and the n aga in
information upon the subject. such a silence, tha t I could not get any
the re the yar d appeared to be desOn the day tha t the se troops came
Nobody gav e me any inf orm atioerte d; I could not tell for wh at object.
more abo ut wh at was goi ng on n; everybody abo ut the yar d kne w
tha
Question. You say you assumed n I did.
the command the re on the 30t
October las t ?
h of
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Fro m wh at position
Answer. I was ordered to pro did you tak e-th e command the re?
ceed to the Wa rrin gto n nav
and assnme the command.
y yar d
Question. Wh ere had you bee
n
pre
vious to tha t?
Answer. I had been at Charles
Question. Stationed at the nav town, Massachusetts.
Answer. No, sir ; livi ng in myy yar d the re?
Question. \Vh en bad you las t residence the re.
Answer. I retu rne d from Ch inabeen in active service before?
and Ind ia by the overland rou
I left Ho ng Ko ng on the 29t h
te;
on account of my ext rem e sickof Jan uar y, 185 8; I was ordered home
would never reach home, as I ness. .Many who saw me tho ugh t I
com pla int, the pneumonia, andwas 80 much diseased wit h the liver
Question. Wh en did you reachdysentery.
Answer. I thi nk I reached hom hom e?
Question. An d you hav e not beee on the 30t h of Ap ril, 185 8?
n in active service since the n?
Answer. No, sir ; not unt il
and sick tha t I could not be ; this tim e. I had become so diseased
I was
Question. Wh o was in comma recovering from my diseases.
nd the re previous to you r
ordered the re, and up to tha t
bei ng
tim
Answer. Commodore Mc into sh;e?
he died the re.
Question. Wh en did you send
forward Mr. Gonzales's res ign
On wh at day ?
atio n?
Answer. I thi nk it was on the
day
of the sur ren der .
Question. Did you sen d it by
Answer. It was put in the lettma il?
er box .
Question. Before or afte r the sur
Answer. Oh I before. I could ren der ?
not forward a lett er afte r the
ren der ; I was no lon ger the n
com
petent to do it; I could not addsur my uame '' com ma nda nt'' at
to
all.
Question. You have alre ady sta
tha t you would be obliged to sur ted tha t you had reason to exp ect
of it, you forward the res ign ren der tha t day ; and yet, on the eve
atio
hostile forces to the dep artm ent n of an open co-operator wit h the
, and did not communicate tha
to the dep artm ent at all.
t fact
An swe r. Th e fact would spe ak
for itse lf; tha t, at the tim e
lett er was forwarded, I was stil
tha t
Question. I know tha t; tha tl in command of the yar d.
expecting every hour to be obl is not wh at I mean ; but you were
wit h which you have stat ed youiged to sur ren der it to hostile forces
had ver y good reason to believ
zales was co-operating.
e GonAnswer. It was my dut y to forw
ard lett ers for me n and all as
as I was in command, because
lett ers could not go to the dep lon g
artm ent
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.
. that was an established rule of the
without my forwardmg them '
.
tment
.
•t our duty to forward the res1gnayou cons1dd
discharged his duty properly
. Q f a subordma.te who
t t the department at the same ttme?
out communicating
I am bound to forward all comWl o
Tlle fact speaks ,o1 1 se '
Answer.
t
t
d
· tiona to the deptn men · d t to communicate to the epartmuntc\ion 1s it a part of your u y f an of your subordinates?
falling
I
it of sufficient imporAnswer. l undoubtedly
't to the department.
.
I would, of course, .repr\1 d artroent to accept the res1gnatanQce f on Is it the babtt o t et'lel?t is known at the department
ue$ I . ffi
·n the navy un 1 1
t' on of
o cer 1
l
?
t h tber his skirts were c
b t I am not competent to answer.
w Ae wer Well, sir ; that IS w a f your subordinate officers there
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. W ll sur)pose one o
Question.
e '
h t would you do?
d' obeyed your orders, w a h' to the Secretary of the Navy: ?
lSAnswer. I should
ld to obey do you ever arrest htm
Question. Suppose he Ie u_se
'
Answer. Certainly,
sn · d ty to put biro under arrest?
· .... Is it part of your u
Quest\0 ....
h'
·
f on
Answer. Yes, sir.
'·
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stion. l::)uppose at tL1e same
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.
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and prefer charges agatnst
wou
N sir I would a.rres 1 '
Answer. o,
'
ffi
.
on to believe that
o.
btmQ. estion. Suppose that you _have
hostile forces outs1de, l &lt
u
. . open co-operattOn Wl
under
put him under a.rrest
fact I may know a man
not your u 6ertainly' it I knew Jt to e: is
with
to
anhd
; 0 about me were
. h r did I know t a
tAld
\was surrounded by theml. d e that anybody there co-opera
1s s.
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Had you any know e g
QuestiOn·
.d ?
'th those forces outst e
ffioe
Wl Answer. I had not.
econd in command appeared at
Question. When ydo:;:nding the
'matter?
with the two
f h' what connex10n e a . d t was to be
make any
of the Yrld {
YHe had hia
e careful, abnd
of the property,
w
.
f
me to e vtgl a
.
instructtOnS
int
icion ot' hun
to be guarded m everylo his course of conduct any susp
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up to that hour? .
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Answer. No, dstr.
f the next in command, Rensba
0
Question. Hn
.
Not
anything that he had
bad very little
Questlon. Had you
d He was a man 1 a
sir
.
not
a
wor
.
Answer. No ,
'

!

i

associati?n with.
d f the naval storekeeper?
QuestiOn. You 1la 0
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Answer. I heard him Bpeaking to some one, that Florida, when she
was independent, would be competent to take care of herself.
Question. I understood you to say that some officers told you that
they should go with Florida if Florida seceded?
Answer. This was subsequent to the surrender.
Question. Did no one previous to the surrender ?Answer. I think not. I have no recollection of it. Do you mean
naval officers?
Question. The officers there. I suppose every one was subordinate
to you there ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Did you hear such a thing from any source?
Answer. Previous to the surrender, no, rsir. I think not. I have
no recollection of anything of that kind at that time.
Question. Did you muster your forces after you received the de
spatch from the department to be vigilant?
Answer. Yes, sir; my forces were mustered, and they consisted of
about a dozen muskets.
Question. I do not inquire of what they consisted, but only ask the
fact. Did you take any measures to find out whether they were loyal
or not?
Answer. The marines are loyal to the last man.
Question. Did you take any measures, after the receipt of the despatches of the 9th, to ascertain how much of the force there would
stand by you in any attempt to defend the yard ?
Answer. The only force were the marines and the watchmen.
Question. What measures, if any, did you institute after receiving
these despatches, to ascertain who was loyal and who was not?
Answer. I took it for granted that everybody that was there was
loyal. I did not call each man up, and ask him if he was this, that,
or the other, but I came to the conclusion that they must all be loyal.
I did not investigate, or call on each man.
Question. What steps, if any, did you take to ascertain whether
your conclusion was correct?
Answer. I have no recollection at this time what courl:le I took. I
knew what I bad to depend upon. Citizens are not very apt to join
the militia.
Question. Did you hold a conference with your other officers upon
the subject of defending
yard ?
Anl:lwer. Yes, sir.
Question. When?
Answer. It was a few days before the surrender. We had some
men remaining there belonging to what is called the ordinary.
Question. Where did you hold this conferenne?
Answer. It was either in my house-my residence-or at my office.
Question. How long did it last?
Not very long.
Question. For half an hour ?
Answer. No, sir.
Que!!tion. Ten minutes?
Answer. Ten minutes, probably.
Question. What was the conclusion of the conference upon this
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point, whether you would make any a ttempt to defend the yard . or
not?
h · onclusion: at least I proposed arnung
Answet·. We came to t
c men with muskets. But tlJe comthe remaind er of the ordtfaY of muskets but no cartridge-boxes.
roander t::aid that we had P;n Y ·n have to carry the cartridges in
I said, "very well;
are not fit to be trusted with
sat '
their poek ehts. , He drunken
set of rascals. ,
muskets ; t ey are a.
. .
Question. Who satd thFs?
d He said they were a drunken set
Answer. Commander
i· uor in here and will give us more
of ra!'ca1s ; " they. are
their
they will get (lrnnk
trouble ; if you wtll putt
there will be more danger from
and turn to and bayonet ea?,
'
them
opinion?
Questton.
a .
.Answer.
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.
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th
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.
.
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ockets; and I found, even
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.
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t
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der .
f, d 't?
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or
The conclusion was that it could not be de en
a. very superior force.
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Question. How long after you received the despatches from the departmen t did you have your conference?
Answer. Immedia tely, within a day.
Question . Then) from the time of that conference until the attack
was actually made you were in constant expectation of an attack?
Answer. Well, we could not tell when or where.
Question. Did you send out any person from the navy yard to ascertain whether there was any force in the neighborhood contemp lating
an attack upon you?
Answer. I suggested to the executive officer that it would be well
enouO'h to get a man and keep him constant ly running to and from
in
direction of Pensacola to give us the earliest intelligence. But
he thought they might be suspected or charged with some crime or
another, and he might meet with some accident or injury; and he
knew none that he could send.
Question. Did you issue an order to that effect?
Answer. No, sir .
Question. Were you deterred from issuing such an order as that
by that suggesti on?
Answer. I did not think it was necessary after what he stated.
Question . Did you think it unnecessary, when a force was gatherin g
within eight miles of you, to have anybody to ascertain whether that
force was marchin g upon you or not?
.Answer. I had nobody to send.
Question. You had your second in command, had you not?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. A man whom you thought exceedingly trustwor thy?
Answer. I did think so
Question. Could you not have sent him?
Answer. Why, gentlemen, it is unnecessary for the executive officer
of the yard to be there present, because I did not go around myself.
Question. There was nobody under him that you suspected?
AnFJwer. No, sir.
Qnestion. Was there not one man, from your second in command to
your last man in the yard, that. yon could spare upon such an errand?
Answer. There was nobody, to my knowledge, that was fitted to the
purpose. The maskr was an old man, seventy-odd years of age; the
gunner was a very old gentlem an, older than myself; the carpente r
had been an intemper ate man, and I did not think him trustwor thy;
the sailmaker was an infirm old man. That constituted the whole
force.
Mr. BRANCH at this point
that neither the last question nor
any of the inquiries propounded to the witness this morning tended,
in any degree, to show any misconduct or a failure to discharge
their duty on the part of any executive officer of the government in
connexion with the surrende r of the Pensacola navy yard; and therefo:e the examination is not legitimA.te to the inquiry that this commtttee
directed by this House to make.
The cha.irlllan said that he would make this decision without special
reference to the objection raised by Mr. Branch, but upon general
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to the
grounds. That. under the last clause of the first
committee, to w1t:
" And whether any demand for such surrender (of public property)
has "Been made, when, by whom, and what answer has been given."
The examination should be confined to the facts and circumstances
that occurred at the time of the surrender, the res geslre, together with
! the surrender of the yard
the reasons for the particular action
being the answer given to the demand for 1ts sur render.
Mr. CocHRANE took an appeal from the decisio.n of the chair in order
to ha\·e a vote of the committee •tpon the quest10n . Lle thought the
a. little beyond the extent and scope
ruling of the chairman
of the instructions of the comm1ttee.
T he CHAIRMAN. I hold that it is competent to prove the fact of the
surrender and all the accompanying facts aho, as the res gehlr.e; and
of the witness any particular reason that seeme1l to make
to draw
it necessary t· do as was done; or rather the reasons for doing what
was done. I do not think the examination should go out::.ide of that.
Mr. CocBRANE I f it is intended to connect the Secretary of the Navy
with those facts, then I do not think there can be a ny objection to the
i nquiry.
Mr. DAWES. The commodore says that the Secretary knew the c-on.
dition of that yard at well as he did.
The WITxESS. Certainly ; he knows as much about all the yards m
.
.
.
the country as those in command.
prevwusly, In
Mr. CocBRAXE. I had understood from. the
answer to the question, to say that it was 1mposs1ble for the Secretary
here to know what was transpiring there. But the answer he now
.
. .
.
makes seems to be different.
Mr. BRANCH said he would hke the perm1sswn of t he _cof!lmittee .to
.m how far
ask the witness one or two questions, in order to
ot what
the Secretary of the Navy could have been
of the
in the P ensacola navy yard at th e
as upon the answers given be thought the deciSion of the question
· d
·
should depend .
the
The CHAIRMAN saitl he would prefer to
upon the general ruling he had made, wh1eh was without spec1al
reference to the particular objection raised by .Mr. Branch ; the
tion raised by Mr. Branch could be decided afterwards,_ and th;
ries be desired to make would be competent at any tlme. ::>ad the
chairman under our instructions it is competent to prove the _surthe yard, and to prove the 1·es geslce, the s.ame as 1n a
render
court of justice ·1 that is all the attenda nt facts and Circumstances.
persons
And tmder that head it competent for any one of
to s:a far
that perform· d this act of surrender , or any pa_rt
ret ac
reasons or necessities, or, if you please, the_
the
to mqtm.e
as he is disposed to state them. We were
for the surrender of any public prophert} • an der
g ard to a . demand
was t e surren
. case, th e answe r .given
. t lliS
ve the.
.
answer O'Jven-m
surthat clause of our instructions It IS compe!c? t t7
And
examres geslm, t hde
fact of the surrender, and
render, or the reasons or motives. I shou1 WIS o

ol

is

w•\
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ina.tion limited to the main fact of the surrender and to what would
come under the head of-why it was surrende:ed. And all these
to this, the 1·es gestre. And I therefore
li_ttle facts are . res?l
the exammat10n for the present to be confined within these
}im1ts.
all that competent within the range of a
!f; .. qocHRANE. I
the executive head 'of the department with.
possibility of
had previously understood, that in
res rrstre. But If lt be
th.ts case there was no poss1b1hty of connecting any responsibility
the head _of the department tor what was going on there at the
t1me-that wh1eb goes to make up the res gestce-then my opinion
_should conclude the inquiry here, as not by any
head of the department. But as
poss1b1hty
1s any possib!ltty of connecting the head of the departlong as
to 1\ny probability, I am willina the invel!tiw1tbout
b
gatwn should contmue.
at all.
ground
that
upon
decision
my
put
The CHAIRiliAN. I do not
to any officer at all1 whether executive
I have no reference
or _any_ other. .My deCisiOn IS based upon the sole ground of a n inqmry_mto the fact of the surrender, without any reference to the
officer, executive or any othe 1·, is charaeable
whether
"'
w1th any wrong-domg therefor or not..
I think Mr. 0ocbra.ne has misapprehended what the
_Mr.
bas said. .As I understood him,_he says that the Secretary of
the Navy was as well aware as he was ot the general condition of the
there, its means of defence, &c.
yard, the number of
that is what I said. The Secretary knows
The
everythmg of the kmd_about every navy yard in the country.
He d1d not say that the Secretary knE:lw what was
Mr ..
transpmng there at the time of the surrender
The WITNESS. H e could not know; all the meant! of communication
,
were en t off.
discussion the q ueE:tion was taken : shall the
some
·
dec•swn of the chair stand as the judgment of this committee?
The CHAIRMAN announced that if the chair did not vote the result
would be-ayes 21 noes 2.
l\Ir. BRANCH said h? was perfectly willjng the chairman should vote
not questiOn the decision upon that ground but should
and
'
subrn1t to 1t cheerfully.
Tb_e decision of the chair was accordinglv decl11.red to have been
•
sustamed by the following vote :
Ayes-Messrs. Dawes1 Reynolds, and the Chairma.n-3.
Noes-Messrs. Branch and Cochrane-2 .

:ve

Examination resumed.
By Mr. DAWES:
Question. Can you tell me how many arms there were in the yard
under your control, beyond those borne by the marines?
Answer. Do you mean muskets?
Question. Yes, sir.
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Well, sir, I think there might haye been 100
that I saw in the racks; how many there were m the boxes I do not
know ; thirty of those in the racks I had sent over to Fort P ickens
with tbe 30 ordinary men.
Question. Then there would be 70 in the racks?
Answer. Yes, sir; more or less; I cannot undertake to say posi·
tively.
Question. Besides those boxed up?
Answer. Yes, sir ; those boxed up were to be sent north for repairs,
or something; I do know exactly what.
Question. After you received, on the 9th, th?se despatches !rom the
government, down to the hour of surrender, d1d any person mside of
the yard express a wish to defend the yard by force?
Answer. I beard none?
Question. Was the inquiry made by you of anybody wh ether it
was their wish to defend the yard by force?
Ans\ver. I did not make the inquiry, because there was nobody that
I could call upon, except it was the officers, marines, and ordinary
men.
Question. Did you make the inquiry of either of them?
Answer. Eithfw of whom?
Question. Well, of o.nybo1ly.
Answer. The ordinary men were the only men I had any control
over, the only poeple ; I did not ask any questions of them ; I propolled to arm them , but was told that they were not trustworthy; that
they would get rum in and get drunk, and go to bayoneting each
other if they were armed; and, indeed, on the day of the surrender
there was a general knock-down and drag out, and I saw nothing but
.
black eyes among them
Question. Was there anythmg m the cond1tlon of the property of
that yal'd that was known to you and not also kn1wn to the depart•
ment?
Answer. The government knew what property was there as well as
I coulti, and it may be a little better.
QnePtion. I do not mean the amount of the property ; I mean the
.
condition of the property, the means of defence.
Answer. Everybody in the navy knows that there IS no means of
.
defence.
Question. The question I asked was, whether there was
known to you concerning the condition of the property there, and 1t8
defEmce that was not known to the department?
as much about
Ans,;er. I should judge that the
the place as I did ; they know everythmg that IS 1n the yard, and
. .
everybody that is in it.
Question. Such answer as you choose to make to the questwn Is all

Question. Was it your.opinion that there was as much as $500 000
'
worth of property there?
Answer. I could not tell.
Question. Did you ever estimate it?
Answer. I did not; I never looked at the books; never saw them.
under the charge of the naval storekeeper . it was
The property
'
none of my busmess.

I ask.

h'

·

Answer. They know how the yard is located; where everyt mg 18
placed ; that there are no defences about the yard ; no. guns
s.upphes, and rep&118•
&c. A navy yard is only a depository for
There are no fortifications-no guns mounted m 1t.

By Mr. CocHRANE :
Question. Was the government here, do you suppose aware of th
e
extent, or nature of the danger in which the yard was?
Answer. I do not think ilhey could have been.
By Mr. BRANCH:
Question. Were there any means of defence within reach which th
e
have furnished you on one week's notice?
government
Answer. No, su.
in the habit 9f providing, at
Question. Has the government
yards, means of defence aga1nst our own cit1zeus, except by
the
traspasser
Lht: prvpt:rLy a<Yainst
watohmP.n to
furmshmg
0
s
by do.y or mght?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. Has the Secretary of the Navy, either before or after the
surrender, approved your action in connexion with the surrender? Of
course, I allude t? an official approval.
Answer. No, str; I made my report to. the. departmen.t yesterday,
and to day I asked to have a court of mqmry to exa.mme into the
whole case.
Question. It has neither approve(\ nor disapproved?
Answer. Neither, sir.
O'!Jld you consider it your duty to arrest an officer for
.
h1s poltbcal opmwns, or rep?rt him to the department?
for his political opinions. I might
Answ?r. Not to arrest
1f they were different from my own.
report h!m to the
Do you conslller yourself now as a prisoner of war on
Answer. No, sir; I stated that on yesterday.
The CHAIRMAN. That was gone into fully yesterday by Mr. Cochrane .
I was not present, and have not yet read that part of
. Mr.
h1s test1mony.
By Mr. CocHRANE:
yon would report an officer to the department
.. You
op1mons were different from your own. Do you not
whose
mean 1t they mterfered with the service?
That is what I meant to express, certainly. If it was
but merelY: common political opinions, it would have nothing
at all. Every man has a riaht to his o'vn othe
t? _do
of the servic!, I
interfered with the
VIews; but 1f
ould then feel that 1t was my duty to report him to the department.
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By the CHAIRMAN:
Question. If his political opinions related to the destruction of the
governmenl., the surrender of the public property, &c., you would
•
report him ?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. But if they were merely as to who should be electetl to
office, you would not report him?
Answer. No, sir; I am very unfortunate myself; 1 never had any
politics.

By Mr. BRANCH:
Question. If you had under your command an officer whom you
knew to be in favor of a radical aud fundamental change in the gov.
ernment, but whom you knew to be a man of honor, and one who
would stand by his flag under all circumstances, would you consider
it necessary to report him?
Answer. No, sir; I would not.
MoNnAv, .January 28, 1861.
JAMES AR:\iSTRONG's examination resumed.
By the CBAIR:\IAN:
Question. I want you to state, commodore, as near as you can, the
substance of the instructions that were given you on the 3d of January, and which you received on the 9th.
Answer. I think I can state them, a.:; they were deeply impressed
on my mind. They were, in substance:
" Sm: You will be vigilant to protect the public property. The
commanding officer at Fort Barrancas has been instructed to consult
with you, and you will co-operate with him."
Question. 'l'hat was the substance of the whole of it?
Answer. I think that was about the sum total, as well as I can
recollect.
Question. What impression did it make upon you? Did you infer
from it that any ext1 aordinary danger was likely to come upon you?
What was your idea of it, so far as protecting the public property was
concerned, I mean? The other part of it, of course, would speak for
itself.
f?rt
0f
Answer. I supposed, of course, that the
htm
bad instructions to perform some duty, and I was to atd and
in every possible way I could; and I rendered him all the ass1stauce
.
that order.
in my power, in
.reganl to
Question. What 1mpress10n was made upon. you
vigilance in protecting the public property? D1d you ant1c1pate :;ome
extraordinary danger?
Answer. I concluded there must be danger from some quarter.
Question. Did you regard it as an intimation that you had been
wanting in vigilance?
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it, an.d in the first place I said to myself: "Good
.Answer. I
heavens I how 1s It possible for me to be more vigilant than I have
been?" It struck me at first that it miaht be a censure.
Question. And afterwards you inferred that there might be some
•
extraordinary danger?
Answer. Yes, sir.; I inferred afterwards that there might be some·
tlung very extraordmary, for that was the whole that was dirP,cted to
me.
Question. Was this by telegraph, or by mail?
last I received from the department.
It was b.y
A
while you were giving your testiQuestwn. You sa1d
w1thout pay, or without provisions, or
the
mony,
f.,r a length of time.
something of the
Answer. Yes, su; the men, as I was told had not received any of
their pay for nearly two months and a half. ' For the months of NoDecember they had received no pay.
vember
QuestiOn. And were rather destitute of course?
and passed resolutions
Answer Yes, sir; and they had
me, req u.esting me to .sup.ply them with provisions:
&c., and
ann haye 1t charged to the1r accounts, m heu of pay; to give them
somethmg to eat. I telegraphed to the department-! wrote first
and then telegraphed to the department-the condition of the laboring
there, and requested permission to serve out provisions to them.
time, and found that I got no reply, and then I
wa1ted the
proviswns to them on my own responsibility.
Issued
Question. Such as were deemed necessary?
Answer. Yes sir; I was told tho people \vere starvina · indeed
'Porter_:
on one occasion, I think, the constructor who is now here,
the constructor of that yard-said to me: "I will point out to you
two or three men who have had nothing to eat for two or three
days. " They were working on the Fulton. I could not help seeina
peop.le, and I said at once to myself, "I will order these pro':
t?
y1s10ns to be 1ssued on my own responsibility, even without authority
'
If I have to pay for them myself; '' and I did issue them.
Question. Did you discover anything that led you to believe that
the men were restive, and disposed to tum over to the enemy to
'
desert, in consequence of this ill-treatment?
. Answer: I could see nothing unusual at all; but there were meetmgs outs1de the yard, and resolutions, and committees waiting
upon me to state the case.
Question. That was the only unusual thing?
Answer. Yes, sir; but their general deportment was perfectly respectful.
JAS. ARMSTRONG,

Captain United States Navy.
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No.4.
MoNDAY, January 28, 1861.
CHARLES W. WELCH sworn and examined.
By the CHAIRMAN:
Question. The object of the committee in
attendance
is to make some inquiry in regard to the res1gnatwns of officers of
the navy.
.
.
.
Answer. Here is a hat of tho restgnatwns during the last two
months. -[See
to
]
Question . This 18 a correct hst, IS 1t?
Answer. Yes sir; a correct list up to date.
Question.
you, in addition to this list, or in explanation of it,
state where these resignations were dated, one by one?
Yes, sir.
Question. The first is Captain V. M. Randolph ; where was his
resignation dated ?
Answer. At Montgomery, Alab!lma,
10, 1861.
Question. Can you state when 1t was recetved at the department?
Answer. The office mark is " January 14."
Question. Was it accepted?
•
Answer. Yes sir· it was accepted on the 14th of January .
Question. Mr'. Fa.'rrand's is the second on this list.
Answer. '!'hat was c\ated at Warring ton navy yard. It is uncertain what the date is, whether the 13th or 15th of January ; we
could not make it out.
Question. Was it by telegrap h?
Answer. No, sir; by letter.
Question. When was it received at the departm ent?
Answer. It was received the 21st of January .
By Mr. DA,V&"':
Question. You have filed it " 13th."
.
.
Answer. Yes, sir; that is the date we have gtven 1t.
By the CIIAIRMAN:
Question. Was it accepted immedia tely?
Answer. Accepted on the 21st.
Question. T. W . Brent?
.
Answer. His resignation is dated "Pensac ola, Flor1da, January
12, 1861." It was received on the 19th of January , and accepted
the same day.
Question . H. J. Hartsten e?
.
Answer. It is dated at Charleston, South Carohna, the 5th of January, and received on the 9th.
Question. Was it accepted on the 9th?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. T. B. Huger?

..
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Answer. That is dated on board the sloop Iroquois, Naples bay,
November 12, 1860.
Question. When was it received and accepted ?
Answer. It was received J anuary 11, and accepted the same day.
Question. A. Armstrong ?
Answer. That is dated on board the Cumberland , at navy yard,
Brooklyn, on the 20th November, 1860; r"!ceived at the departm ent
the 21st, and accepted the same day.
Question. George E. Law?
Answer. That was dated on board the Cyane, Panama bay, November 26, 1860; received at the departm ent December 18, and accepted the same day.
Question. J. R. Hamilto n?
Answer. rrhat was dated on board the Wyoming, Panama , December 1, 1860; received at the departm ent December 15, and accepted the same day.
Question . W. G. Dozier?
Answer. That is dated at Washing ton, December 21, 1860, and
received and accepted the same day.
Question. Robert Selden?
Answer. That is dated on board the Wyandotte, off the navy yard
at \\arring ton, Florida, December 21, received and accepted on December 27.
Question. A. F. Warley?
Answer. He is a cousin of Ron. Mr. Miles, of South Carolina, who
transmit ted it from Charleston, South Carolina, on the 20th of December, 1860 ; the letter of resignation is without date; Lieutena nt
Warley is on board the Richmond, in the Mediterranean, and I apprehend the letter of resignation was left with his cousin to be transmitted when the State of South Carolina. should h11.ve seceded.
Question. When was it accepted?
Answer. December 24, 1860.
Question. J M. Stribling ?
Answer. That is dated on board the Wyando tte, at \V'arrington
nav.v yard, December 31, 1860; received by the departm ent and
accepted the 8th of January .
Question. T. P. Pelot?
Answer. T hat was dated at Norfolk, January 7, 1861, and received at the department and accepted on the 11th of January .
Question. J. R. Egglesto n?
Answer. 'l'bat is dated on board the Wyandotte, at Pensacola
bay, January 13, 1861, received and accepted the 22d of January .
Question J. H. North?
Answer. 'rhat is dated at Charleston, South Carolina, January 15,
and accepted on the same day; there must be some mistake in
the date ; I do not understa nd that; the mail does not come so rapidly
as that.
Question. Some error in his date?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. I t did not come by telegrap h?
Answer. No, sir ; by letter.
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Question. R. T. Chapman?
Answt>r. That is dated on board the Brooklyn, Hampton Roads,
January 14 1861, received at the department January 1'1, and ac.
cepted Jandary 15; it was acet>pted before it went to the key clerk.
we key all letters we receive at the office, and s.ometimes they may
acted upon before they go to the key clerk ; tbts was acted on on the
15th ; it was accepted by telegraph and by letter also.
By :Mr. BRANCU:
He was on board the Brooklyn?
Answer. Yes sir; at Hampton Roads.
Question. A-dd the Brooklyn was liable to sail at any moment?
Answer. Yes, sir; we answered by telegraph and by letter.
By the CnAIRMAN:
Question. The next is F. B. Renshaw.
Answer. That was dated at the navy yard at Pensacola, January
16, 1861, and accepted January 22.
Question. Was that replied to by telegraph as well as by letter?
Answer. I think not.
Question. John Kell ?
Answer. That is dated Milledgeville, Georgia, January 18, 1861,
and received by the department, and accepted January 23.
Question. John Pearson, master?
Answer. That is dated "Navy Yard, Warrington, January 15,
1861 "received by the department and accepted January 22.
Qdestion. T. B: Mills?
. . .
Answer. That tS dated Norfolk, Vugmta., January 16; he also re-signed by telegraph January 15, and they were both accepted by
Jetter and by telegraph, the one on the 15th and the other on the
16th.
Question. John Grimba.ll?
Answer. That was dated Charleston, South Carolina., December
20, 1860; it was received by the department and accepted December
24, 1860.
Question. S. B. Paddock?
Answer. That was dated on board the United States steamer Brook·
lyn, Aspinwall, November 11, 1860; it was received by the depart·
ment November 26, and accepted the same day.
Question. W. A. W. Spotswood?
.
Answer. That was dated at the United States naval hospttal,
Warrington, Florida, January 12, 1861, and received and accepted
January 19.
Question. A. M. Lynah?
Answer. That was dated Charleston, South Carolina, J
9'
1861, received and accepted January 14.
Question. Charles E. Lining?
Answer. That was dated at Charleston, South Carolina, January
11, 1861, and received and accepted January 16.
Question. Thomas J. Charlton?
Answer. That was dated at Savannah, Georgia, December 14, 11nd
received and accepted December 18, 1860.
Question. Wm. W. J. Kelly?
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A:nswer. This is dated Tallahassee, Florida, January 8, 1861, and
recetved and accepted January 21.
Question. B. D. Heriot?
Answer. That is dated Charleston, December 31, 1860; received
and accepted January '1, 186l.
Question. S. Z. Gonzalez?
. Answer. He was the naval storekeeper at the navy yard at War·
mgton ; _the letter of resignation was dated J a.nuary 12, 1861, and
was rece.tved and accepted on the 19th of .January.
Questwn. S. T. Abert?
Answer. That is d!lted Warrington Navy Yard, on the 12th of
January.• 1861, and was _received and accepted on the 24th of January.
Questwn. And the ml(lshipman here, Benjamin 1!'. Day?
Answer. He was at the Naval Academy; his resianation was dated
the 22d of November, 1860, and was received at the department the
23d, and accepted the 24th.
Question. All the rest here in the list seem to be midshipmen?
Yes, sir! al! at the academy.
Questwn. Not act1ve tn the service?
Answe1·. No, sir; not actually in the sArvice.
By 1\fr. CocnRANE:
Question. Are all on the list here, as having resigned, from the
south?
Answer. 'rhere may be some from the north.

By the CHAIRliAN:
question. I see that Benjamin F. Day and W . T. Moon are from
Oh 10.
Answer. Moon was obliged to resian.
Question. Bad an invitation to le:ve?
Answer. Yes, sir?
Question. And
same with 0. IT. Howard, from Massachusetts?
Answer. Yes, su ; for some other reason than political reasons they
were obliged to resign.
Question. It was not on account of political reasons with the boys
from the nort.h.
Answer. No, sir.
Question. With regard to southern boys was it mostly for political
reasons?
4nswer. Some of them may have stated the reasons for their resicrbut the most of them were simply resignations. And
of those that have already resigned, some of the older officers were
not on duty at all.
'
Question.
recently
been, it seems, to regularly
accept evP-ry res1gnatwn on the day 1t was received?
Answer. There. are two resignations here that have not yet been
up_on: One JS that of Commodore Kearney, who withdrew his
r es1gnat!on ; the other is Chaplain Thomas.
Questwn. Mr. Thomas was at Pensacola?
Answer. Yes, sir_; attached to the navy yard.
H. Rep. Com. 8'1-'1

..
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Question. Has be withdrawn his resignation?
Answer. No, sir; but the Secretary has not acted on it yet.
Quebtion. But in all the other cases, without exception, the resignations have been accepted on the day they were recetved?
Answer. Yes, sir ; 1 think so.
few weeks has been to accept
Question. So that the practice the
thetn immediately?
Answer. Yes, sir.
And the two you speak of have been exceptions rather?
Answer. Yes, sir.

Question. Will you explain why the acceptance is made to date
back?
purpose of not paying them after they bad
Answer. It is for
ceased to render serv1ce.
Question. Is that true of other resignations of officers at the Pensacola navy yard; are there any other resignations that indicate that
they are to take effect before tho date they were accepted at the department?
Answer_. (Referrin_g to books.] I will state here that as soon as
mformat10n .had been received at the department of the
setzure and surrender of the navy yard at Pensacola, all the officers
attached. to that yard wc.re detached by the Secretary. These are the
words ot the statement:
."The navy yard at \Varrington, near Pensacola, having been
force under the authorities of Florida, you will
setze_d by an
yourselt as detached therefrom from the day of seizure and
'
awa.ttmg orders."
that these resignations came in and wero accepted as thev
•
'
came m.

98

By 1\Ir. BRANCO:
Question. That is the natural current of the business of the office?
Answer. Yes, sir; one was acted on before the letter was received?
By Mr. DAWES:
Question. ·was the letter of M:r. Abert to 1\Ir. Mallory, which is enclosed in his resignation, a.dJressed to the Secretary, received with it?
Answer. I did nut notice there was such a letter, [looking at it.]
Yes, sir; I recollect now that was sent by Mr. Mallory to the department.
Question. Both these papers came together?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Is the memorandum on the back of this resignation the
substance of the answer?
Answer. Yes: sir; the letter signed by the Secretary.
The indorsement was read as tollows:
"Answer that his resignation is accepted, to take effect from the
12th of January, the uay of the surrenJer of the yard, anri when his
services ceased. Done January 24, 1861."
By the CHAIR.MAN:
Question. He was not an officer of the navy ?
Answer. No, sir; a mere civil appointment, a civil engineer.
Question. Is be on this list?
Answer. Yes, sir.
By Mr. DAWES:
Queetion. Have you any objection to our copying, in our minutes,
this letter of :Mr. Abert to Mr. Mallory?
t\nswer. No, sir; it is an office document.
The letter was read as follows :
YARD, January 12, 18('.1.
"DEAR SIR: T hrough you I received my appointment, anrl through
you I would wish to resign. I cannot act agl\in!'t the government
until I arn released from obligations. I cannot act againt>t the south.
Gori grant the question may be peacefully settled.
a Yours, truly,
"WARRINGTON NAVY

(C

s. R. MALLORY."

"T. J. ABERT.

By the CIIAIRA£AN:
Question. Were they accepted to take effect from the 12th?
Answer. No, sir, none; because they were still officers of the navy
'
but detached.
pay is still going on?
Question.
Answer. Yes, s1r. But in re•07 ard to the civil engineer, he could
be removed at any time.

By 1\Ir. DAWE>:
What is the date of the resignation of 1\Ir. Randolph
and 1ts acceptance?
Answer. It was dated the lOth of January, 1861, at Montgomery
'
Alabama.
The following is the notice of acceptance:
1861.
DEPARTME:-lT, Jan uary
ten ..
navy,
States
"SI_R: Your resign!ltion ns captain of _the United
dcred 1n your letter of the lOth tnstant, 1s hereby accepted.
"NAVY

---

•
J\I. RANDOLPH,
'' Late Captain United States Navy, Montgomery, Alabama.''

"Mr.

VICTOR

Question. I wanted to know if any other resignation P-xcept Mr.
Abert's was accepted, to take effect before the day of accevtance by
the department?
Answer. Yes, sir; I think another civil appointment l\lr. Gonzalez. [Looking at resignation.] I do not know· the 'letter here
'
does not seem to be indorsed; it ought to be.

..
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By the CnAIRMAN:
Question . He resigned on the 12th?
Answer. Yes, sir.
. .
.
Question . His is
as a.
•.
Answer. Yes, sir; that IS entirely a civil appomtm ent, with a
salary fixed by the departm ent.
By Mr. DAwES:
Question . Will you look at the acceptances of the resignati ons of
Farrand and Henshaw , and see about them?
Answer [Examin ing book.] The date of .the acceptan ce of Farrand's resignati on is the 21st January . I t 1s
to E. Farrand, late comman der United States navy, Warnng ton navy yard, as
fvllows:
"Your resignati on, tendered in your letter of the 13th instant, is
hereby accepted ."
By the CIIAIRMAN:
Question . Nothing is said about. the time it is to take effect?
Answer. Ko, sir; that is the usual course.
By Mr. CocHMNE:
.
Question . When does such a. resignati on, so
go. Into effect?
Answer. That is a matter arranged by the
the accountin" ' officer ; I think it is from the date ot the receipt of the letter
ot the departm ent.
By the CuAIRMAN:
Question . He would be considere d as bound to obey orders until his
resignati on is accepted ?
.
.
.
.
.
Answer. Yes, sir; until be is notified
lu.s
1s accepted. The acceptan ce of Renshaw'!! res1gnat10n 1s 1n the same
words.
Que&tion. Whnt date is that?
Answer. January 22, 1861.
[The following is the letter of resignati on of Mr. Abert:
"WARRINGTON NAVY YARD, Janua1·y 12,1861 .
SIR: I herewith tender my resignati on of the office of civil
of this navy ) ard, and respectfu lly
that some one may be designated to receive the public property
roy charge.
" Very respectfu lly your obedient servant,
'
"•r. J. ABERT.
"Hon. IsAAC TO{;CEY."]
The WITNESS. The same thing is asked for by Mr. Gonzalez.
By 1\Ir. BRANCII:
Question . Was Mr. Abert a naval officer, attached to. the navy, or
merely a civil officer attached to the navy yard at Warnng ton?
Answer. Merely a civil officer attached to the yard.
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Question . What was the reason for anticipa tina his resianc.tion
0
dating it back to the day on which his services ceas;d?
'
Answer. So that be should receive no pay after the time he had
ceased to perform service.
By the CIIAIR)IAN:
Question . Mr. Randolp h's resignati on was dated the lOth of Jnntl·
on
14th. Was he in any sen'!e relea:;ed from
h1s obhgat10 ns to the Umted Stat son the 12th any more than if h1'
bad uot tendered his resignati on at all, it not having been accepted ?
Answer. I think not.
Questi<>n. You would regard him bound as much by his obli"'atio ns
after he bad
his resignati on and until it was accepted
it3
acceptan ce recetved, as though he bad not tendered his resianati on·?
0
Answer. Yes, sir.
By Mr. CocHRANE:
Question . I would ask whether, up to the time of the acceptau ce of
Randolp h's resignati on, he was not detached or awaitin& order:!?
0
Answer. Up to that time be was awaiting orders.
By the CHAIRMAN :
Question . And had been for some time; for some weeks or months?
Answer. Yes, sir; for years. Ire has been sick for the last two {)l'
three years, so that when his term of service at sea came he was
passed over, if my memory is correct.
'

By Mr. DAWES:
Question . Were there any telegrap hic commun ications from the
departm ent to any one who was in service at the navy yard at Penst\cola after news of its surrende r was received by the departm ent?
Answer. I think it possible that some resignati ons were accepted by
telegrap h, as well as by letter. I cannot quite recollect now.
Question . Have you any means of telling to whom?
Answer. I do not think I have; [looking at book.l Yes sir· here
is one-Dr . Spotwoo d's-tha.t is by telegrap h.
'
'
By 1\Ir. REYNOLDS:
Question . Of what date?
Answer. January 19. Lieutena nt Cbapman 'R and Mr. Mills's
were telegru.phed, as I have previous ly stated. I think it very likely
that Abert's was accepted by telegrap h; but I have not the proper
book here to show that.
Question . No others?
Answer. No, sir; none that I find on record here.
By Mr. CocnRANE:
Question . When was it first known at the de1>artment that Randolph headed the hostile forces?
Answer. I do not think it is known there yet except by newspap er.
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By the CHAIRMAN:
Question. Not kno wn officially?
on Satu rday last , with the
Ans wer. Commodore Arm stro ng left, e. I know it is ther e, but
n repo rt of the tran sact ions ther
s.
seen it) and do not know wha t it state
not
have
1

By l\Ir. COCHRANE:
com mun icat ion to the dep artQuestion. Tha t is the first offi cial
men t?
hic desp atch , and wha t ComAnswer. Yes , sir; exce pt the tele grap d verb ally to the Secretary
icate
modore Arm stro ng may hav e commun
whe n he first came her\!.

By the CHAIRMAN:
ial info rma tion you
n. The n that dE:sp atch was all the offichere ?
stio
Que
Arm stro ng
had unti l the arri val of Com tLodore
sir.
,
Yes
Ans wer.
By Mr. BRANCH:
unu sual , any thin g out of the
Question. Has ther e been any thin g ent of business in the dep artcurr
l
usua l course of thin gs, and the usua
s?
men t in reference to these resi gna tionof a person of age is alwa ys action
gna
resi
the
sir;
No,
·An swe r.
received. T here may be some
cep ted; alm ost the same day it is
etar y to put it off; but they are
circumstances whi ch induce the Secr
.
especial cases, not the gen eral rule

By :Mr. CocHRANE:
guil ty of or suspected of u nQuestion . But if the officer had been g his posi tion as an officer,
ctin
offi cer- like conduct, or of any thin g affegna tion ?
is it then cus oma ry to acce pt his resi
the easi est way to get rid o
Ans wer. Ye&, bir ; sometimes it is, as
him .
B y the CHAIR:YAN:
the Nav y Dep artm ent?
Question. You are the chie f cler k of
Answer. Yes , sir.
ch you mak e out this are the
Question. And these records from whi
oHicial recorrls of the dep artm ent?
Ans wer . Yes , sir.
CHA RLE S W. WE LSH ,
Chief Cltr k Nav y D,-partment.
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